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EKERGY  ECONOMICS 


BARBADOS 


NEW  DRILLING  PROGRAM  COULD  INCREASE  LOCAL  OIL  PRODUCTION 


Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  11  Apr  83  p  1 


[Article  by  Avonda  Scott] 


[Text] 


Barbados’  oil  production,  now  stand¬ 
ing  at  a  record  l  OOO  barrels  a  day, 
could  well  register  a  substantial  in¬ 
crease  within  the  next  couple  of  months. 

IWs  will  depend  on  whether  a  drilling 
^ogramme  planned  for  Fisherpond,  St. 
Tnomas,  is  successful. 

The  state-owned  Barbados  National 
Oil  Company  will  soon  move  its  drilling 
mach^ry  to  that  area. 

Chairman  of  the  Company,  Mr.  Louis 
de  Verteuil,  said  yesterday  that  there 


\ras  a  iffoducing  well  at  Fisherpond  in 
1965  and  It  was  now  planned  to  dig 
deeper  wells.  * 

.  Mr.  DeVerteuil  said  Barbados  expected  to 
increase  its  production  at  Woodbourne,  St. 
Philip,  from  where  all  production  is  currentlv 
earned  out,  “in  the  near  future.”  ^ 

The  island’s  oil  producUon  of  l  000  barrels  a 
day  IS  drilled  from  45  wells  at  Woodbourne 
and^represents  25  per  cent  of  our  oU  needs. 

Our  pla^  are  to  try  and  iiicrease  that 
amount...this  would  depend  on  what  success 
we  get  in  our  continued  drilling  programme,” 
Mr.  de  Verteuil  said. 


iook  over  the 
drilling  and  production 
o^perations  of  Mobil 
Exploration  Barbados 
Incorporated  in  July  last  year 
and  oil  output  has  steadily 
risen  under  a  new  shallow 
driUing  pro^amme. 

Production  increased 
significantly  from  700  barrels 
a  day  to  1  000  barrels  a  day 
and  the  target  is  to  be 
producing  1  200  barrels  by  the 
middle  of  this  year, 

Barbados  sold  over  US$1 
million  in  crude  to  the  Mobil 
Refinery  last  October. 

In  November  last  year  an 
agreement  was  signed  be¬ 
tween  the  National  Petroleum 
Corporation,  of  which  the 
Barbados  Oil  Company  is  a 
subsidiary,  and  Petro-Canada 
International  Assistance 
Corporation  for  technical  and 
management  support  to  the 
NPC  in  operating  its  Wood- 
bourne  oilfield,  other  oil  and 
ias  fields  and  reservoir 
drilling  evaluations. 

The  project  involves  sub¬ 
stantial  capital  expenditure. 

CSO:  3298/535  including  the  upgrading  of  the 

environmental  and  safety 
aspects  of  oil  production  at 
Woodbourne. 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


GUYANA 


BRIEFS 

KEROSENE  PRICE  CUT — The  government’s  mid-week  announcement  of  a  substantial 
reduction  in  the  price  of  kerosene  appears  not  to  have  reached  some  dis¬ 
tributors  and  sales  outlets  for  that  product.  The  reduction  amounts  to  24 
cents  per  gallon,  from  $.49  to  a  new  low  price  of  $.25  per  gallon.  Through¬ 
out  Thursday,  the  Permanent  Secretary  at  the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Consumer 
Protection  was  too  busy  to  respond  to  enquiries.  Unfortunately,  the  Chief 
Prices  and  Procurement  Officer  said  that  he  was  "not  authorised"  to  make  any 
statement  confirming  the  price  reductions.  Meanwhile,  distributors  of  kero¬ 
sene,  claiming  that  they  have  received  no  official  notice  of  the  reduction, 
have  so  far  refused  to  sell  kerosene  to  the  public  at  the  new  lower  price. 
[Text]  [Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Mar  83  p  1] 


COS:  3298/536 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


ST  VINCENT  Am  THE  GRENADINES 


ELECTRICITY  SERVICE  ISSUE 

Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  3 


[Text] 


KINGSTOWN,  St.  Vincent, 
Wednesday,  (CANA)  — 
Opposition  parliamentarian 
Randolph  Russell  has  ex¬ 
pressed  fears  about  govern¬ 
ment  moves  to  fully  take  over 
thd  lone  electricity  company 
here. 

The  British-based  Com¬ 
monwealth  Development 
Corporation  (CDC)  now  holds 
51  per  cent  of  the  shares  in  St. 
Vincent  Electricity  Services 
Limited  (VINLEC)  with  the 
Government  owning  the 
remaining  49  per  cent,  but 
negotiations  are  under  way  for 
the  Milton  Cato  ,  ad¬ 
ministration  to  buy  out  the 
CDC  shareholding. 

Mr.  Russell,  a  former 
I  Minister  pf  Health  in  the 
present  administration  here, 
said  he  feared  that  the  elec- 


:  tricity  services  of  the  country 
woidd  deteriorate  and  con¬ 
sumers  would  have  to  pay 
more  for  electricity  supply  if 
VINLEC  was  nationalised. 

,  “I  don’t  think  that  Govern¬ 
ment  can  run  these  services. 
They  are  totally  in- 

I  capable . and  because  of  this 

they  should  let  private  en¬ 
terprise  or  CDC  handle  it. 
Other  than  that  consumers  are 
going  to  have  to  pay  a  lot  more 
for  electricity  once  Govern¬ 
ment  steps  in.” 

Mr.  Russell  said  Govern¬ 
ment  had  a  poor  record  of 
running  state  enterprises  and 
cited  as  examples  the  failure 
of  the  Milton  Cato 
Administration  to  present  to 
the  public,  ‘the  accounts  of  the 
five-year  old  Diamond  Dairy 
Company  and  the  revived 
sugar  industry. 


CSO:  3298/537 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


OCLAE  TO  HOLD  CONGRESS  IN  NICARAGUA  13-15  SEPTEMBER 
Managua  EL  NUEVO  DIARIO  in  Spanish  30  Mar  83  p  7 

VTejct/  Jorge  Gonzalez,  president  of  the  Continental  Organization  of  Latin  . 
American  Students  (OCLAE),  who  is  currently  in  our  country,  has  told  a  press 
conference  that  the  Latin  American  student  community  is  being  convoked  for 
the  Seventh  Latin  American  Student  Congress,  which  will  take  place  in  Managua 
from  13  to  15  September  next. 

Gonzalez  stressed  the  importance  of  this  event,  which  will  unfold  aginst  the 
background  of  increasing  aggression  against  the  Central  American  peoples  of 
Guatemala,  El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua. 

The  Latin  American  student  movement  will  show  its  solidarity  with  the  glorious 
Sandinist  revolution  through  its  participation  in  this  Congress ,  the  OCLAE 
leader  indicated. 

He  announced  that,  before  the  opening  of  the  congress,  OCLAE  will  conduct 
a  series  of  activities  with  the  objective  of  seeking  the  support  of  all  the 
countries  in  the  world  for  the  Nicaraguan  revolution  and  the  Central  American 
liberation  movements  that  are  fighting  today  for  their  permanent  liberation. 

Among  the  activities  to  be  carried  out  in  preparation  for  the  seventh  congress, 
there  is  the  visit  of  an  American  continent-wide  student  delegation  to 
Nicaragua  to  reaffirm  the  student  movement's  solidarity  with  this  country. 

Other  siiullar  actiylties,  Gonzalez  noted,  will  include  the  arrival  in  Nicaragua 
of  a  medical  brigade  that  will  regain  for  a  year,  a  fund-raising  campaign  to 
raise  funds  for  Nicaragua  and  student  seminars  in  aeyeral  Latin  American 
countries  for  the  defense  and  support  pf  Nicaragua. 

Moreoyer,  indicated  the  president  of  OCLAF,  some  120  delegates,  not  only  from 
Latin  America  but  alsp  from  African,  Near  Eastern  and  European  countries,  will 
attend  the  Seyenth  Latin  American  Student  Congress. 

Message  of  Conyocation  to  Seyenth  OCLAE  Congress 

After  announcing  the  objectives  and  Importance  of  the  congress,  student  leader 
Jorge  Gonzalez  read  aloud  the  convocation  message,  which  emphasizes  the 


k 


struggle  for  reforjii  ond  d6M.oc)ratlzatioii  of  the  education  -  systejn,  for  a  ayatoni 
based  on  the  real  needs,  of  Our  nations  and  for  the  recpyery  and  defense  of  our 
natural  resources. 

The  seventh,  congress ,  says  the  jnessage*  will  constitute  a  powerful  jjanifeata'^ 
tlon  of  student  solidarity  with  those  who  daily  struggle  for  liberty  and 
democracy  against  reactionary  fascist  regimes,  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
those  who  daily  defend  their  victories;  with  the  heroic  Salvadoran  and 
Guatemalan  fighters;  with  the  victorious  revolutions  of  Cuba  and  Grenada;  and 
especially  with  the  Sandinist  revolution  which  is  struggling  with  blood  and 
sweat  to  achieve  economic  and  social  progress  in  the  face  of  aggression  by  the 
imperialists  and  their  lackeys. 

Finally,  the  president  of  OCLAE,  in  the  name  of  the  Latin  American  student 
movement,  saluted  the  glorious  "Nicaraguan  youth,  which  is  fighting,  he 
affirmed,  "the  reactionary  forces  that  have  invaded  Nicaraguan  territory." 

"In  particular,"  he  stressed,  "we  salute  the  heroic  youths  of  the  Sandinist 
Youth  reserve  battalions  who  are  now  under  arms." 


12336 

CSO:  3248/694 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER^AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


GUYANA,  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 
Georgetown  SUNDAY  CHRONICLE 
[Text] 

GUYANA  and  Trinidad 
and  Tobago  have  decided 
to  co*operate  in  a 
number  of  economic 
activities,  High  Com¬ 
missioner  to  the  Eastern 
Caribbean  Rudy  ^ 

Insanally  has  said. 

In  a  press  release  on 
Friday  the  Ambassador 
who  recently  headed  a 
team  to  the  twin-island 
Republic  to  discuss 
trading  piatters, 
described  the  talks  as 
^*pleasant,  positive  and 
promising.*’ 

According  to  Cde. 

Insanally,  Guyana  and 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 
have  agreed  to  consider 
co-operation  in  areas 
such  as  forestry, 
fisheries,  pre-fabricated 
housing,  wood  preser¬ 
vation,  manufacturing  of 
clay  bricks  and  clay 
blocks,  ceramics  and 
the  production  of  cotton. 


CSO:  3298/538 


HOLD  ’POSITIVE’  TRADE  TALKS 


in  English  10  Apr  83  p  1 


The  team  also 
discussed  the  future  of 
the  Trinidad  and 
Tobago’s  oil  facility  to 
Guyana  and  the  question 
of  food  security. 

Cde.  Insanally  observed  • 
that  follow-up  action^  on 
some  of  the  matters 
discussed  had  already  ^ 
begun. 

He  explained  that  the 
talks  were  a  direct  result ; 
of  a  commitment  by  the  ^ 
leaders  of  the  two- 
countries  to  promote  the 
expansion  of  bila  terai 
trade  and  to  explore  the  ■ 
possibilities  of  joint 
ventures. 

The  Ambassador  said 
that  an  invitation  has 
been  issued  to  the 
Trinidad  and  Tobago 
Government  to  send  a 
mission  to  Guyana.  The 
purpose  of  the  mission 
would  be  to  clearly , 
identify  those  goods 
which  CM  be  traded  by 
the  two  Caricom  part- 
jiers. . 


Guyana  has  expressed^ 
interest  in  the  purchased 
of  steel  from  the  twin^ 
island  Republic  whUe 
seeking  to  increase  her 
exports  of  packaged  rice, 
bauxite,  timber  and  a. 
num  her  of .  other 
products. 

*  Other  members  of  the ; 
Guyana  team  were:  ^ 
'Winston  .Murray,  head  of 
the  ^Department  of 
International  Eeonopiici  ; 
Go-operation  in  ;  thei 
Ministry  '  of  Economy ; 
/Planning  and 
:>B  e  raaf  d  Cr  a  w 
:<;hairman  ,  of  ;Bi4cc^ 
•Sl^ariener  if 
;  !As  S'!  is  t  a  » t  E  g  on  bin  1  b ' 
:  Adviser  tp  the  Prestldiepf 
Francis  Blackmore 
Export  Promotion 
Officer  and  Ivan  Allison 
of  Allison's  Industrial 
Engineering  Limited.  - 
(GNA). 
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COIMTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICM  AFFAIRS 


WORK  OF  CUBAN  CONSTRUCTION  WORKERS  IN  NICARAGUA 
Havana  CUBA  SOCIALISTA  in  Spanish  Apr  83  pp  28-31 

[Text]  For  the  Cuban  internaticnalist  construction  workers  who  work  in  Nicara¬ 
gua,  solidarity  has  a  very  intimate  and  beloved  name  that  leads  them  to  per¬ 
form  gigantic  tasks — Celia  Sanchez  Manduley.  Celia,  who  died  a  few  years  ago, 
is  justly  called  /the  native  flower  of  the  revolution/  [in  italics].  During 
her  entire  life,  she  was  present  at  the  crucial  times  of  the  process  lived  by 
Cuba  since  the  beginning  of  the  armed  struggle  against  the  tyranny  of  Fulgen- 
cio  Batista. 

With  the  simplicity  and  humility  that  characterized  her,  the  heroine  of  the 
underground  struggle  and  in  the  Sierra  Maestra  won  the  admiration  of  all  her 
people  for  the  work  done  next  to  Fidel  Castro  in  more  than  20  years  in  all 
the  great  projects  undertaken  by  the  revolution. 

Therefore,  at  the  time  of  choosing  a  name  for  the  contingent  of  construction 
workers  who  would  work  in  Nicaragua,  the  workers  chose  the  name  of  Celia  San¬ 
chez  Manduley. 

The  stimulus  that  this  name  means  for  them  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the  already 
long  and  impressive  history  of  accomplishments  achieved  in  3  years  of  hard 
wcrk  in  the  Sandinist  nation. 

The  contingent  was  born  in  1980  when  men  and  equipment  arrived  in  Nicaragua  to 
undertake  their  first  project  which  was  very  important:  the  Tuma-Waslala-Siuna 
highway.  This  permitted  free  travel  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts, 
the  ancient  desire  of  the  Nicaraguan  people. 

This  is  stated  in  a  few  words  but  behind  them  lies  a  real  legend,  an  almost 
incredible  history  of  struggle  to  dominate  nature,  conquer  a  hostile  topography, 
pierce  stubborn  hills  and  check  rushing  rivers. 

To  give  an  idea  of  what  it  meant  to  build  this  highway,  let  us  say  that  it  ex¬ 
tends  210  kilometers  through  the  densest  jungle,  skirting  mountains.  To  make 
it  possible,  2.5  million  cubic  meters  of  earth  were  moved. 

The  Cuban  road  brigades  had  to  constantly  fight  the  inclement  weather,  advance 
as  much  as  possible  before  the  rainy  season  and  not  stop  a  second  after  the 


rain  came.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  they  worked  in  areas  where  the  rich 
fauna  included  dangerous  animals  like  poisonous  snakes  and  the  so-called  ti- 
grelo,  a  type  of  puma. 

The  difficulty  of  the  undertaking  did  not  daunt  the  construction  workers  be¬ 
cause  its  counterpart  was  the  social  and  econonic  importance  of  the  project. 

One  of  the  major  problems  of  Nicaragua,  a  typical  underdeveloped  country  on 
the  continent,  is  lack  of  communication.  The  isolation  of  vast  areas  is  an 
insurmountable  obstacle  for  the  extraction  and  transportation  of  products, 
cultural  development,  medical  care  and  general  improvement  of  the  living  con¬ 
ditions  of  a  major  part  of  its  population. 

In  the  past,  no  authority  gave  the  least  attention  to  the  Atlantic  coast  re¬ 
gion  where  the  peasants  barely  knew  what  a  doctor  or  a  school  was,  much  less 
a  highway. 

Let  no  one  imagine  for  an  instant  that  it  is  an  area  devoid  of  natural  wealth 
or  economic  importance  for  the  country.  Although  this  would  never  justify 
the  neglect  to  which  it  was  condemmed,  the  truth  is  that  the  beautiful  city 
of  Matagalpa,  cne  of  the  main  cities  in  Nicaragua,  and  the  Siuna  gold  mine  and 
the  town  of  the  same  name  are  found  at  its  extremes. 

Within  that  dense  jungle,  many  thousands  of  men  and  women  cultivate  the  land 
with  exemplary  effort.  Large  forestry  reserves  await  rational  and  fruitful 
exploitation. 

During  the  dry  season,  there  had  been  only  a  path  before  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  area,  a  dangerous  slope  or  the  risky  crossing  of  the  jungle  itself  when 
it  was  necessary  to  find  a  doctor,  for  example,  to  save  a  life  that  was  per¬ 
haps  lost  at  an  early  age. 

For  those  reasons,  ttere  is  deep  pride  in  each  one  of  the  construction  workers 
for  the  task  completed.  The  inhabitants  of  the  area  show  emotional  recogni¬ 
tion  when  they  speak  of  what  that  road  means.  It  extends  now  without  inter¬ 
ruption  and  ties  the  two  coasts  bathed  by  different  oceans. 

It  is  a  mountain  highway  with  very  special  characteristics.  It  is  6  irBters 
wide  and  crossed  by  41  bridges  that  had  to  be  constructed,  some  over  turbulent 
rivers.  There  are  hundreds  of  culverts  that  drain  the  abundant  rains  that  fall 
most  of  the  year.  It  skirts  enormous  ravines  but  guarantees  the  safety  of  the 
travelers.  This  highway  represents  the  victory  of  man  over  a  hostile  nature. 

The  work  done  by  the  Cuban  contingent  is  part  of  the  general  project  that  the 
Nicaraguan  Government  undertook  which  includes  385  kilometers  of  highway  to 
Puerto  Cabezas  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  paving  and  maintenance  are  done  by 
Nicaraguan  workers. 

As  we  said  at  the  b^inning,  that  highway  is  only  the  first  chapter  of  the 
beautiful  history  of  cooperation  between  the  Cuban  construction  workers  and 
Nicaragua,  a  cooperation  that  grew  noticeably  because  of  a  natural  disaster: 
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the  rains  and  floods  in  May  1982  that  caused  very  serious  damage  to  roads, 
highways,  bridges  and  housing. 

The  Nicaraguan  Government  requested  international  aid  then.  The  Cuban  con¬ 
struction  workers  and  their  brigades  of  specialists  in  bridges,  housing  and 
roads  were  on  the  front  line  again.  With  the  Cuban  donation  of  plants  for  the 
construction  of  prefabricated  housing  parts  (Sandino  model,  of  course)  as  well 
as  for  construction  materials  came  the  friendly  hand  of  the  Cuban  workers  who 
restored  communication  interrupted  in  vitally  important  zones  and  helped  carry 
out  general  tasks  of  reconstruction  in  record  time. 

At  the  end  of  1982,  more  than  800  Cuban  workers  and  technicians  of  UNECA  [Union 
of  Caribbean  Construction  Enterprises]  were  serving  in  Nicaragua  for  the  study 
and  execution  of  different  projects  including  the  construction  of  schools, 
hospital  units  and  roads.  All  of  this  was  in  fulfillment  of  the  agreements 
signed  between  the  Cuban  State  Committee  for  Economic  Cooperation  and  the  cor¬ 
responding  Nicaraguan  organisms.  For  all  those  "men  in  white  helmets,"  /solid¬ 
arity/  [in  italics]  continues  to  be  something  more  than  a  10- letter  word. 

Breaking  Through  Mountains,  Jungles 

Carlos  Reyes  Rodriguez  is  45  years  old  and  is  an  equipment  mechanic  in  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  the  Celia  Sanchez  Manduley  contingent.  He  came  to  Nicaragua  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1981  and  immediately  started  to  work  on  the  construction  work  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  highway  Tuma-Waslala-Siuna. 

That  was  when  the  battle  by  the  construction  workers  to  penetrate  the  thick 
wall  of  vegetation  and  earth  acquired  truly  dramatic  characteristics. 

He  told  me:  "I  remember  that  I  began  to  work  in  the  place  known  as  Illas  dur¬ 
ing  the  alleged  dry  season  but  it  rained  every  day.  It  was  necessary  to  'break 
through*  hills  and  jungle  since  there  was  no  passage  even  for  mules.  I  really 
felt  emotion  and  sadness  when  I  heard  the  stories  of  peasants  whose  children 
died  for  many  years  because  of  lack  of  a  road  so  that  they  could  reach  some 
town  where  a  doctor  could  take  care  of  them." 

Carlos,  selected  as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  workers  of  1982  by  his  own 
conrades  and  the  union,  recalled  that  he  worked  hard  on  the  segment  of  road 
between  Illas  and  Siuna.  He  will  never  fcrget  the  arduous  work  to  construct 
the  bridge  over  the  Guani.  "We  worked  up  to  20  hours  a  day  by  necessity  and 
we  fulfilled  the  commitment  to  complete  the  bridge  in  less  time  than  planned, 
thanks  to  the  effort  of  all  the  conrades,"  he  stated. 

He  had  many  exciting  experiences.  When  he  related  them,  he  smiled  and  tried 
to  diminish  the  importance  of  his  personal  participation.  He  stated  that  only 
the  quality  of  the  men  in  the  contingent,  their  enthusiasm  and  work  spirit 
made  it  possible  to  finish  the  210  kilometers  assigned  to  the  Cubans  a  month 
in  advance. 

"At  times  I  thought  I  was  at  the  end  of  my  days.  That  was  when  we  had  to  go 
down  through  those  hills,  beside  enormous  ravines,  with  the  equipment  and 
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everything  and  just  a  little  room  to  move.  There  were  also  swampy  places 
where  the  equipment  slipped  dangerously. .. .The  determination  of  the  comrades 
was  the  only  security  we  had."  He  had  not  forgotten  that  Sunday  when,  after 
working  until  noon,  the  exhausted  men  of  the  brigade  bathed  and  laid  down  to 
rest.  At  6  pm  a  call  was  made  fcr  volunteers  to  help  in  an  urgent  task  that 
had  ccme  up. 

"No  one  stayed  in  bed;  no  one  rested.  We  worked  nonstop  until  the  next  day, 
with  enthusiasm  and  an  emulative  spirit.  This  was  not  the  only  time  this 
happened." 

Reyes  had  participated  before  in  the  construction  of  schools  in  Jamaica.  Now 
he  was  working  on  another  highway  46  kilometers  long  in  Nicaragua.  He  de¬ 
scribed  those  internationalist  tasks  as  "something  great  in  my  life.  I  con¬ 
tribute  my  little  grain  of  sand  to  help  other  peoples." 

After  the  Disaster 

Other  conrades  of  the  contingent  spoke  equally  forcefully  and  anotionally. 

They  were  also  among  the  most  distinguished  workers  for  1982. 

Diomedes  Labrada  Tejeda  of  the  housing  brigade  is  50  years  old.  He  recalled 
that  his  collective  finished  the  construction  and  start-up  of  five  plants  for 
prefabricated  housing  parts,  the  constructioi  of  three  schools  and  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  a  hospital  in  much  less  time  than  planned. 

He  emphasized  the  good  relations  developed  with  the  Nicaraguan  personnel  whom 
the  Cubans  trained  to  operate  the  prefabricated  parts  plants. 

"Now  they  do  that  work  with  total  efficiency.  I  cannot  forget  their  magnifi¬ 
cent  attitude,  their  great  interest  in  learning,  their  understanding  of  the 
country's  need  for  them  to  specialize  in  prefabricated  parts.  I  cannot  forget 
the  fraternal  relationship  with  the  Nicaraguans  who  lived  in  the  areas  where 
the  projects  were  carried  out,"  he  indicated. 

Like  many  other  of  his  comrades,  Labrada  has  another  internationalist  mission 
to  his  credit  since  he  was  a  construction  wo’ker  in  the  People's  Republic  of 
Angola.  He  had  a  very  clear  definition  of  what  this  meant  to  him.  "I  believe 
that  the  most  important  thing  for  a  revolution  is  the  great  honor  it  can 
achieve  by  contributing  to  a  fraternal  country  to  aid  its  development." 

Orlando  Monzon  Morales  participated  in  a  titanic  struggle  during  his  service 
in  Nicaragua:  the  restoration  of  the  bridges  damaged  or  destroyed  by  the  huge 
floods  in  May  1982. 

The  bridge  brigade  to  which  he  belongs  was  organized,  trained  and  sent  to  Ni¬ 
caragua  in  the  short  period  of  9  days  from  the  time  when  the  Cuban  Govor’nment 
responded  positively  to  that  Central  AnBrican  nation's  request  for  aid. 

The  situation  when  it  reached  Nicaragua  was  worrisome.  Ten  bridges  had  been 
destroyed,  isolating  large  areas  of  the  country,  especially  Chinand^a 
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Department.  The  damage  to  the  two  bridges  over  Rio  Negro,  the  first  64  meters 
long,  was  notable  for  its  complexity. 

Another  distinguished  worker,  Agustin  Aguiar  Arango,  was  responsible  for  pro¬ 
jects  of  the  transportation  base  of  the  contingent.  He  recalled  that  the  si¬ 
tuation  was  so  critical  that  travel  between  Managua,  the  Nicaraguan  capital, 
and  Chinandega  Department  was  completely  disrupted. 

Working  day  and  night  for  3  months,  they  managed  to  reconstruct  the  largest 
bridge  over  Rio  Negro  and  ccxnmunications  were  reestablished  with  the  northern 
zone. 

Monzon  said:  "How  happy  the  people  of  that  area  were!  All  the  people  in  Somo- 
tillo,  Villanueva  and  other  places  came  out  to  celebrate;  they  carried  us  on 
their  shoulders,  laugted  and  sang.  It  was  our  best  reward." 

The  men  of  the  bridge  brigade  decided  that  they  would  reconstruct  all  the 
bridges  in  only  12  months  although  it  had  been  estimated  to  take  2  years. 

Those  who  know  how  they  work  and  how  they  solved  the  Rio  Negro  problem  do  not 
have  the  slightest  doubt  that  they  will  succeed. 

Aguiar,  who  also  works  on  such  an  important  front  as  supplies  for  the  units  of 
the  contingent,  knows  that  the  word  /nonfulfillment/  [in  italics]  is  unheard 
of  there.  They  work  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 

They  all  feel  "that  they  have  the  privilege  of  being  with  such  a  heroic  peo¬ 
ple  as  the  Nicaraguan  people,"  he  noted. 


Route:  Tuma-Waslala-Siuna 


Length:  210  kilometers 


Earth  movement:  2.5  million  cubic  meters 
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Characteristics:  6  meters  wide,  improved  base  30  centimeters  thick,  41 
bridges,  hundreds  of  culverts  to  drain  the  water  from  the  frequent  rains. 

Objective:  To  connect  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  coasts  by  land,  ccnnecting 
the  provinces  of  Matagalpa  and  Zelaya  as  well  as  Siuna  with  the  eastern  Puerto 
Cabezas.  This  will  permit  development  of  an  extensive  area  of  the  country 
submerged  in  neglect  and  great  isolation  until  now. 

Executor:  Celia  Sanchez  Manduley  contingent  of  Cuban  construction  workers 
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GUYANA  PPP  ORGAN  NOTES  RIGHT-WING  ACTIONS  IN  ST  LUCIA 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  3  Apr  83  p  3 

[Text]  The  rightwing  John  Compton  regime  in  St.  Lucia  took  three  signifi¬ 
cant  steps  recently  which  are  causing  some  degree  of  unease  over  its  inten¬ 
tions.  The  first  step  was  the  sacking  of  the  Governor  General  Boswell 
Williams,  and  his  replacement  by  a  person  named  Sir  Allan  Lewis..  Mr. 

Williams  was  dismissed  by  Queen  Elizabeth  after  he  refused  to  resign  as 
requested  by  Prime  Minister  Compton. 

The  second  step  was  the  passing  of  a  law  banning  the  wearing  by  citizens  of 
"green  type  army  fatigues",  while  the  third  step  makes  it  illegal  for  films 
to  be  shown  in  public  without  prior  police  permission. 

These  measures  were  seen  as  aimed  at  the  opposition  Progressive  Labour  Party 
led  by  George  Odium.  Government  spokesmen  including  Ministers,  have  been 
claiming  that  the  PLP  is  training  youths  for  revolution. 

One  top  ranking  government  spokesman  is  reported  in  Latin  America  Weekly  Report 
as  saying: 

"Odltun  and  his  gang  have  devised  a  new  strategy  of  going  all  over  the  valleys 
showing  our  people  films  on  revolution,  and  trying  to  incite  people,  but  all 
that  shit  is  going  to  stop.  All  of  you  who  have  these  green  uniforms  of  Odium 
and  his  gang,  will  have  to  sell  them  or  burn  them.  I  am  going  to  stick  in 
George* s  backside:  I  am  going  to  stick  after  the  PLP  until  U  run  him  out  of 
the  country." 

Following  the  controversial  election  in  May,  1982  in  St.  Lucia,  Compton  with 
lavish  US  assistanct  rompted  home  to  power.  He  has  since  pronounced  in 
favour  of  U.S.  capital  and  is  one  of  those  Regional  hopefuls  who  are  lining 
up  cap-in-hand  for  CBI  money  from  Ronald  Reagan. 


CSO:  3298/538 
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GUYANA  PPP  ORGAN  CITES  AREA  BLASTS  AT  U.S.  ’WAR  PLANES’ 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  3  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 

KINGSTOWN.  St  VINCENT: 
General  Secretary  of  the  United 
People^!  Movement,  Renwick 
Bose,  declared  that  ^  the  attadc 
against  Nicaragua  is  an  attack 
against  the  struggle  for  justice 
In  the  entire  region.  *Tt  bears  the 
mark  et  imperUItst  hysteria.’* 

Rose  said  that  the  govem- 
ments  of  the  Caricom  body 
should  comef  oOt  Jointly  against 
Invasion.  .  ■ 

CASTRIES,  ST.  LCClAr  Thm- 
U.PJd  view  has  also  been  ex*^ 
pressed  by  Earl  Bousquet,  Gen. 
eral  Secretary  of  the  Workers 
Revolutionary  Movement  and 
editor  of  the  Lucian  Times. 

The  young  leader  stated  that 
he  was  writing  Caricom  Secreu 
tary.^;^efal  Kurleigh  King  to 
summon  an  emergency  meeting 
of  Regional  heads  of  government 


to  discuss  the  grave  threat  bein#^ 
posed  by  US  imperialism  to  the 
region. 

*«T!ils  Is  the  most  serious  threat 
to  the  progressive  movement  In 
tiie  region  since  the  Bay  of  Pigs.. 
On  April  19  we  will  commemo- 
rsAt  the  22ncl  anniversary  of  the 
Bay  of  Pigs.  We  want  to  high. 
14^  that  US  impoialism  can 
be  defeated  again.*^ 

Bousquet  warned  that  the  in¬ 
vasion  ot  Nicaragua  could  spaidc 
off  a  Regionsd  war.  T^e  US  Is 
denying  any  ^volvement,  but  it 
had  also  denied  the  Gulf  of  Ton. 
kin  incident  which  parked  off 
the  war  in  Vietnam  in  which 
the  US  lost  cme  half  of  a  million 
aoldiers,  he  added. 

ROSEAU.  DOMUaCA:  The 
Political  Committee  of  the  Do. 
minica  Liberation  Movement, 
headed  by  Dr.  Bill  Riviera, 


blamed  the  escalation  of  coo- 
fliets  in  Nicaragua  on  RcmsM 
Reagan.  *Tfhe  Reagan  admlnie- 
tratioB  Is  tiie  main  organiser, 
financier  and  director  of  the 
war  against  Nicaragua,**  the 
DLM  said  in  M  statement. 

The  organisation  at  the  same 
time,  issued  a  call  to  the  Euge¬ 
nia  Charles  government,  whii^ 
itself  had  beei  threatened  last 
year  with  invasion  by  US-based 
mercenaries,  to  condemn  the  ag¬ 
gression  agalxist  lUcaragua/ 

BRIDGETOWN,  BARBADOS: 
General  Secretary  of  the  Move¬ 
ment  for  National  Liberation- 
(MonaH)  Rickey  Parris  said 
that  ‘•there  hi  definite  proof  of 
US  involvement  In  Nicaragua.’* 
‘Monali  feels  that  in  the  s^e 
way  Cuba  defeated  the  US-train¬ 
ed  gusanos,  Nicaragua  will  rout 
the  Somozista  cmitras. 
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TOBAGO  LEADER  SEES  TRINIDAD  AS  THREAT  TO  CARIBBEAN 


Bridgetown  SUNDAY  SUN  in  English  10  Apr  83  p  36 


[Text] 


CHy^IRMAN  of  the  Tobago 
House  of  Assembly,  A.N.R. 
Robirisoii,  has  issued  a  warning 
to  Bairbados  and  the  rest  of  the 
Caribbean  a:bout  a  “great 
danger’*  to  the  region. 

^  \  '  ~ 

Th4  former  deputy  prime 
nriiiister  pf  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
saes  fcs  danger  emanating  from 
7  rinidad,;where  the  government, 
in  anjattempt  to  defend  what  it 
alaimi^  as  “the  democratic  pro* 
ces8“  j  might  be  inclined  to  resort 
to  thejuse  of  force. 

“Ariy  jsuch  developrbent  in 
Trini(fad^  and  Tobago,  in  my 
view.  1  s^d  Robinson,,  “is  bound 
to  af^t  Barbados,  not  only 
econqmically, ;  but  possibly 
politically  in  the  long  run.*’ 

Robj^on,  on  a  brief  vacation 
in  Baipados,  was  highly  critical 
of  thejway  the  Central  Govern¬ 
ment  in  Trinidad  is  dealing  with 
Tobago,  its  House  of  Assembly, 
and  administration,  and  express¬ 
ed  conperii  that  the  island-state 
of  Tobago  was  being  treated  by 
Trinidad  as  “a  colony”,  par- 
ticmariy  in  the  light  of  what 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  went 
through  during  its  colonial  days 
with  Britain. 

Robinson  believes  that  in  view- 
of  the  deteriorating  economic 
situation  in  Trinidad  and  more 
experiences  of  corrupt  practices 
of  the  government  and  among  top 


People’s  National  Movement 
(PNM)  officials,  “many  people 
will  feel  threatened  ana  may 
even  be  driven  to  desperation  for 
fear  of  court  action  being  taken 
against  them  if  they  lose  power**. 

The  present  position,  he  said, 
is  that  the  ruling  PNM  govern¬ 
ment  and  its  officials  are  placing 
“party,  before  nation**  and 
deliberately  stifling  Tobago’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  progress,  for  fear  of  be¬ 
ing  “shovra  up”  by  little  Tobago. 

A  former  close  lieutenant  of 
the  late  Prime  Minister  of 
Trinidad  and  Tobago,  dr..  Eric 
Williams,  Robinson  broke  with 
:  the  PNM  in  the  early  1 19708. 'A - 
lawyer  by  profession,  he  is  now  a  ^ 
legal  consultant  to  the  ijmted  Na-  ^ 
tions  Secretariat.  j  i  5 

His  wife,  Patricia,  w^o  accom- 
fpanied  him  on  the  Barbados 
vacation,  is  a  former  director  pf : 

•  research  for  the  Centri  Bank  of 

►  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  id  is  air-  • 
rently  director  of  fin&ciai  ihr  ] 
stitutions  in  Tobago,  j  ; 

*  The  Robinsons  hive  tWo 
children  —  a  son  Fstudyiiig  ^ 

’aeronautical  enginebring  iin* 
,  England,  and  a  daughter,  cur¬ 
rently  pursuing  “A”  le\tel  studies 
.  at  a  secondary  school  in  Tobago. 

,  Robinson  and  his  wife  retura- 
,  ed  to  Tobago  on  Friday,  and  he 
will  be  holdimg  a  mass  meeting  ip 
Scarborough,  the  island’s  capita 
:  town,  tonight.  j 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


BARBADOS  TRADE  WITH  TRINIDAD  STOPPED  BY  LICENSE  DEMAIH) 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  1 
[Article  by  Neville  Martindale] 


[Text]  THESE  is  a  halt  in  Barbados*  export  trade  with  Trinidad  and 
Tobago. 

This  has  come  about  as  a  result  of  a  requirement  by  the  Trinidad  govern¬ 
ment  for  export  licences  which  became  effective  from  March  25. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Trinidad  move  is  in  response  to  the  trade  situation 
with  Jamaica,  and  was  not  specifically  designed  to  affect  exports  for  Barbados. 

The  Barbados  Export  Promotion  Corporation  (EPC)  is  now  carrying  out  an  investigation  into  the 
matter. 


Clarke  said  that  the  Trinidad 
authorities  had  promised  to  issue 
the  licences  in  four  days. 

He  added:  “Exporters  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  licences  with  the  rel- 
vant  forms  as  much  as  two  weeks 
ago,  and  they  have  not  heard 
from  Trinidad  vet.“ 

Ciarke  said  that  one  of  the  - 
reasons  for  the  decision  by 
Trinidad  was  because  illegal 
goods  were  imported  into  Bar¬ 
bados,  and  the  Barbados 
authorities  had  done  nothing 
about  it 

He  sair*  that  the  “smuggling  of 
garments  must  stop,  and  people 
should  produce  what  they  are 
supposed  to  produce/’ 

He  spoke  of  the  situaion  where 
firms  came  into  Barbados  and 
set  up  enclave  industries  and 
then  were  allowed  to  sell  on  the 
domestic  and  CARICOM 
markets. 

Clarke  is  calling  a  meeting  of 
.  his  Garment  Group  to  discuss  the 
Trinidad  licensing  situation. 


The  present  Barbados- 
Trinidad  trade  position  is  also 
understood  to  be  one  of  the  mat- 
ters  on  the  agenda  of  the  current 
meeting  in  Jamaica  between  the 
trade  ministers  of  that  country; 
Trinidad  and  To^go;  and  Bar¬ 
bados. 

The  volume  of  Barbados’ 
domestic  exports  to  Trinidad  — 
including  garments,  furniture, 
building  materials  and  processed 
foods  —  was  to  the  tune  of  $71.9 
million  last  year. 

.  President  of  the  Barbados 
Manufacturers’  Association 
(BMA),  Mr.  Henry  Vieira,  when 
Questioned  about  the  licensing 
decision  by  Trinidad,  said: 

“Certain  commodities  are  now 
subjected  to  licensing.  They  are 
on  the  Trinidad  Negative  List, 
wiuch  is  a  lengthy  document,  and 
it  includes  some  items  that  will 
affect  us." 

Chairman  of  the  BMA 
Garments  Group,  Mr.  Trevor 
Clarke,  said  that  Barbadian  ex¬ 
porters  could  not  now  ship  to 
Trinidad  unless  they  had 
Ucences, 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


JUNE  1  TARGET  DATE  SET  FOR  START  OF  OECS  CENTRAL  BANK 
Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  9  Apr  83  p  3 
[Text] 


CASTRIES,  St.  Lucia,  Friday',  (CANA)  —  June  1  is  the  new 
target  date  for  the  establishment  of  a  Central  Bank  to  serve  the 
seven  member  countries  of  the  Organisation  of  East  Car'b- 
^an  States  (OECS),  St.  Lucia  Prime  Minister  John  Compton 
has  announced  here 

April  1  was  the  origihardate  set  for  converting  the  St.  Kitts- 
based  East  Caribbean  Currency  Authority  into  a  full-lledged 
‘Central  Bank.  ^  - 

But  in  a  radio  broadcast  here,  Prime  Minister  Compton  said 
that  date  could  not  be  met,  because  all  seven  OECS  states  — 
Antigua,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent.  Dominica,  Grenada,  St.  Kitts- 
Nevis  and  Montserrat  —  could  not  agree  on  the  arrangements 
for  the  bank’s  establishment. 

“The  fact  that  the  islands  were  not  able  to  meet  the  April  1 
target  date  is  a  cause  of  much  regret,”  Mr.  Compton  said 
adding,  “but  St.  Lucia  will  continue  to  persevere. by  setting 
another  date,  that  of  June  1,  1983,  when  it  is  hoped  that  all 


seven  ECCA  territories  or  if  not  all  those  who  are  so  minded 
will  proceed  with  the  setting  up  of  this  institution,” 

“While  we  may  be  prepared  to  travel  at  the  speed  of  the 
slowest  ship  in  the  convoy,  we  must  be  sure  that  ail  the  ships 
are  indeed  in  the  convoy,”  the  St.  Lucia  leader  said. 

The  ECCA  administers  the  East  Caribbean  dollar  —  the 
currency  used  by  all  OECS  members. 

At  a  meeting  in  November  last  year  the  OECS  heads  of 
government  agreed  that  the  ECCA  should  be  upgraded  to 
Central  Bank  status  by  April  this  year.  The  date  for  the  con¬ 
version  had  been  postponed  on  at  least  two  previous  occasions. 

The  Central  Bank  is  thought  by  OECS  leaders  to  be  a  crucial 
element  in  future  efforts  by  the  islands  to  stem  the  flight  of 
capital  from  their  shores. 

There  are  indications  that  once  the  bank  becomes 
operational,  the  islands  will  pursue  more  vigorous  efforts  to 
stem  the  flow  of  capital. 
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INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 

HIGHER  PRICES  FOR  BANANAS — St  Georges  Grenada  Tuesday  (CANA) — The  British 
fruit  purchasing  company,  Geest  Industries  Limited,  is  offering  farmers  in 
Dominica,  Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  and  St.  Lucia  an  additional  30  pounds 
sterling  for  each  tonne  of  bananas  shipped  to  London,  a  spokesman  for  the 
Grenada  co-operative  Banana  Society  (GCBS)  said  yesterday.  Prior  to  recent 
discussions  held  here  between  the  Windward  Islands  Banana  Association 
CWINBAN)  and  the  British  firm,  the  price  offered  to  farmers  was  395  pounds 
sterling  per  tonne.  That  price  was  paid  on  the  shipment  made  in  the  week 
ending  March  19,  and  since  then  it  has  moved  first  to  $410  pounds  sterling, 
the  spokesman  said.  "We  received  a  cable  yesterday,"  the  spokesman  said, 
"and  the  next  shipment  will  be  paid  for  at  425  pounds  sterling  per  metric 
ton."  In  his  address  at  a  general  meeting,  WINBAN  president  Harry  Atkinson 
said  the  price  the  grower  received  over  the  last  few  years  was  well  below 
his  production  costs.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  13  Apr 
83  p  3] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ANTIGUA  AND  BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 

CALL  FOR  TOURIST  BOARD — St  John's  Antigua,  Wed  (CANA) — President  of  the  Antigua 
Hotels  and  Tourist  Association,  Brian  Gonsalves,  has  called  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  state-run  tourist  board  to  effectively  co-ordinate  activities  in  the 
industry.  Mr.  Gonsalves  said  the  move  was  important  in  the  wake  of  stepsbeing 
taken  by  other  countries  to  become  more  competitive  in  the  tourism  market. 

"A  tourist  Board  will  bring  Antigua  and  Barbuda  in  line  with  countries  such 
as  Barbados  and  St.  Lucia  which  already  have  similar  agencies  to  manage  their 
industries",  Mr.  Gonsavles  said.  "The  Board  is  necessary  if  we  are  going  to 
continue  to  be  a  strong  competitor  in  the  various  markets  which  are  today 
becoming  sophisticated."  Mr,  Gonsalves  said  that  the  Board  would  also  lend 
a  professional  approach  to  the  industry  in  terms  of  its  promotion,  marketing 
and  management  control.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  14  Apr 
83  p  3] 
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ei^UNTRY  SECTION 


ARGENTINA 


INFORMATION  ON  IMF  MEMORANDUM  RELEASEP 

PY211835  Buenos  Aires  NOTICIAS  ARGENTINAS  in  Spanish  2212  GMT  19  Apr  83 

iText]  Buenos  Aires,  19  Apr  (NA)— Three  and  one-r-half  months  after  being 
signed,  the  Economy  Ministry  and  the  Central  Bank  made  public  the  Memorandum 
of  Understanding  with  the  IMF  as  the  first  IMB  control  mission  is  in  Buenos 
Aires  to  perform  its  specific  task. 

On  30  June  1983  at  the  latest,  under  the  commitments  made  by  the  Argentine 
Government,  ’’foreign  exchange  will  be  made  available  without  restrictions  at 
the  official  rate  of  exchange  to  make  all  bona  fide,  current,  international 
payments.”  The  only  limitation  in  this  yegard  is  that  ”reasonable  limits  can 
be  set  on  the  automatic  apportionment  of  foreign  exchange  for  overseas  tour¬ 
ism  and  remittance.” 

According  to  the  memorandum,  the  Central  Bankas  net  international  reserves 
stood  at  $1.6  billion  on  30  September  1982.  Regarding  the  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments,  point  2  of  the  memorandum  stipulates  that  the  deficit  cannot  exceed 
$500  million  during  the  15-month  period  from  1  January  1983  through  31  March 
1984. 

The  memorandum  just  released  was  signed  on  7  January  1983  by  Economy  Min¬ 
ister  Jorge  Wehbe  and  Central  Bank  President  Julio  Gonzalez  del  Solar.  Since 
then  its  contents  have  only  been  partially  revealed. 

Another  commitment  refers  to  the  financing  needs  of  the  public  sector  (fis¬ 
cal  deficit)  which  must  not  surpass  1,094,000,000,000  pesos  in  1983,  and  must 
not  exceed  559  trillion  pesos  in  the  first  quarter  of  1984. 

The  outstanding  foreign  debt  must  not  exceed  by  more  than  $2  billion  the 
foreign  debt  balance  on  31  Decemberol982 . 

The  section  on  foreign  exchange  controls  receives  a  special  and  detailed 
treatment  in  the  memorandum.  During  1983  and  until  April  1984,  the  government 
’’will  not  impose  new  nor  will  it  intensify  existing  restrictions  on  payments 
and  fund  transfers  related  to  current  international  transactions.”  Also,  it 
cannot  ’’conclude  any  bilateral  payment  agreement  which  is  incompatible”  with 
the  IMF  pact. 
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Argentina  is  also  committed  to  not  imposing  "new  restrictions  or  intensify 
existing  ones  on  imports  for  reasons  related  to  the  balance  of  payments." 

"During  the  second  quarter  of  1983,  the  government  in  consultation  with  the 
IMF  will  undertake  a  broad  revision  of  the  Argentine  exchange  and  commercial 
system,  and  will  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  IMF  regarding  a  timetable 
for  eliminating  multiple  exchange  rates  and  restrictions  on  payments  and  fund 
transfers  which  are  related  to  current  international  transactions,  and  the 
distortions  resulting  therefrom." 

It  has  also  been  agreed  that  "on  or  about  28  February  1983,  the  government 
will  eliminate  the  system  of  special  rebates  on  exports  to  new  markets,  but 
those  rebates  which  have  been  authorized  before  that  date  will  continue  to 
be  made  until  the  preestablished  expiration  dates." 

The  Argentine  Government  also  committed  itself  "to  reduce  the  minimum  require-^ 
ments  for  foreign  financing  of  private  imports  from  180  days  in  January  1983 
to  a  maximum  of  150  days  by  31  March  1983  to  a  maximum  of  120  days  by  30  Sep¬ 
tember  1983  and  to  no  time  requirement  at  all  by  31  December  1983." 

The  Central  Bank  complied  with  that  commitment  yesterday,  moving  up  the  120- 
day  maximum  requirement  that  was  scheduled  to  go  into  effect  only  "by  30  Jtme 
1983." 

In  the  area  of  foreign  exchange,  point  7  of  the  memorandum  stipulates  that 
during  1983  and  until  April  1984,  "the  government  will  neither  introduce  nor 
modify  any  multiple  exchange  rate  practice." 

Under  the  terms  of  the  memorandum,  all  overdue  foreign  payments  will  be  elimin¬ 
ated  as  soon  as  possible,  or  by  30  June  I1983J  at  the  latest. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ARGENTINA 


ADEPA  SAYS  FREEDOM  OF  PRESS  LACKING 

PY010336  jRuenQs  Aires  BUENOS  AIRES  HERALD  in  English  30  Apr  83  p  11 

[Text]  Repeated  attacks  on  press  freedom  is  the  main  subject  of  a  lengthy 
statement  Issued  by  ADEPA,  the  association  grouping  newspaper  owners,  during 
a  meeting  of  its  executive  officers.  The  statement,  made  public  yesterday, 
says  the  government  has  contintially  done  everything  in  its  power  to  muzzle 
the  media  and  adds  "that  as  Argentines  it  is  with  sorrow  that  we  have  to 
place  on  record  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  freedom  of  the  press  and  in¬ 
formation  in  our  country." 

The  statement  indicates  that  this  situation  has  worsened  during  recent 
months  as  evidenced  by  unjust  legal  dispositions,  threats  against  newspaper 
personnel  and  the  closing  of  several  publications. 

The  report,  drawn  up  by  the  entity’s  press  freedom  commission  headed  by 
Carlos  Ovldio  Lagos,  stresses  that  the  state  of  siege  restricts  the  freedom 
of  the  Individual  and  the  publication  of  information  concerning  subversion. 

It  makes  reference  to  the  confiscation  of  issues,  censorship  and  sanctions 
affecting  the  QUORUM,  LINEA,  LA  SEMANA,  and  HUMOR  magazines ,  threats  against 
EL  FEDERAL  newspaper  of  Santa  Fe,  and  the  abortive  scheme  to  establish  a 
"press  law."  It  also  mentions  threats  against  the  editor  of  LA  VOZ,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  NOTICIAS  ARGENTINAS  news  agency,  a  cartoonist  of  TIEMPO  ARGENTINO, 
the  editor  of  the  BUENOS  AIRES  HERALD  and  local  correspondents  for  British 
newspapers . 

The  report  recalls  that  newsman  Plutarco  Schaller  is  held  at  the  disposal  of 
the  government.  Dr  Juan  Argeo  Rojo  has  restricted  freedom,  and  several  pro¬ 
vincial  newspapers  have  government-imposed  trustees.  It  also  says  a  number  of 
newsmen  have  disappeared  and  nothing  is  known  of  their  whereabouts. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  MINISTRY  FUNUS—The  Ministry  of  Public  Health  and  Environment 
granted  funds  totalling  68,889,000,,000  pesos  during  January-March  1983.  The 
funds,  which  were  granted  through  the  general  directorate  for  sanitary  emerg¬ 
ency,  were  allocated  to  purchase  drugs,  blood  dialysis  equipment  and  scanners 
for  surgery.  IPY010255  Buenos  Aires  Domestic  Service  in  Spanish  1030  GMT 
27  Apr  83] 

MARITIME  FREIGHT  FIGURES- — The  Lineas  Maritimas  Argentinas  shipping  agency 
carried  a  little  over  2  million  tons  of  general  and  refrigerated  cargo  during 
1982.  The  shipping  agency ^s  profits  from  freight  fares  amounted  to  nearly 
$270  million  during  this  period.  I PY010255  Buenos  Aires  Domestic  Service  in 
Spanish  1600  GMT  26  Apr  83] 

MONTONERO  LEADER  SLAIN  BY  POLICE— Cordoba  police  released  further  details  yes¬ 
terday  on  the  death  of  an  alleged  high-ranking  member  of  the  Montoneros  left-^ 
wing  terrorist  organization,  whose  real  name  is  Raul  Clemente  Yaguer,  shot  dead 
by  police  on  Saturday.  The  police  also  said  that  they  also  had  discovered 
a  terrorist  hideout  in  a,house  yesterday.  According  to  the  official  police 
report  Yaguer  was  the  second  in  command  of  the  Montoneros  and  was  reportedly 
carrying  false  indentity  cards,  5,150  dollars  in  cash,  documents  of  a  ”sub- 
versive  nature,”  and  a  revolver.  The  police  said  that  the  II  Army  Corps  as¬ 
sisted  the  police  in  the  capture  of  Yaguer  who  reportedly  went  by  the  ’Var 
name”  of  ”Commandante  Roque”  and  belongs  to  the  ’’highest  leadership  levels  of 
the  Montoneros.”  The  police  report  said  that  Yaguer  had  an  ’’extensive  crime 
record  of  subversion”  and  that  he  took  part  in  the  1975  terrorist  attempt  to 
take  over  the  29th  Army  Garrison.  In  Buenos  Aires,  Rear  Admiral  Baay  Melbourne 
Hussey  said  that  the  Armed  Forces  were  ”willing  to  deal  with  the  problem  in 
the  most  efficient  way  against  any  attack  on  the  nation  made  by  our  enemies” 
and  added:  ”We  have  nothing  to  be  sorry  for.”  lExcerpts]  IPY030013  Buenos 
Aires  BUENOS  AIRES  HERALD  in  English  2  May  83  p  7] 
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BAHAMAS 


OPPOSITION  URGES  IMMEDIATE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  FOR  GRAND 

Whitfield  Address 

Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  1 
[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


[Text] 

FREE  national' 
Movement  chairman  Cecil  ^ 
Wallace  Whitfield  told  House 
of  Assembly,  members  last 
night  ‘  he  spoke  for  100  per 
cent  of  Grand  Bahamians,  who 
voted  in,  the  1982  genial 
election,  when  he  urged  local 
government  for  Grand  Bahama. 

“There  seems '  to  be  V' 
mutuality  of  the  position  that 
local  government  should  be 
implemented,”  Mr  Whitfield 
said  as  he  moved  a  resolution 
for  Finance  Minister  Arthur 
Hanna  to  consider  providing 
funds  to  establish  local 
government  in  Grand  Bahama, 

Mr  Whitfield,  who  represents, 
the  Grand  Bahama 
constituency  of  Pine  Ridge, 
said  that  in  1968  the  new  PLP 
Government  tabled  a  White 
Paper  on  Local  Government 
with  clearly  defined  power  and 
responsibilities  for  local 
authorities. 

He  said  the  implementation 
of  the  White  .Paper  had  not  yet 
been  realized,  although  local 
government  had  been  promised 
over  and  over  again. 

He  said  winners  and  losers  in 
the  election  in  Grand  Bahama 
last  year  agreed  that  the  island 
should  be  given  local 
government,  which,  he  said,  is 


'not  an  impossible  task  from 
i968.tol983. 

He  said  there  were^  a  number 
of  different  means  by  which  ^ 
local  government  could 
funded,  including  revenue  from 
the  magistrate’s  court,  liquor 
licences,  road  traffic  licences 
and  real  property  taxes. 

Mr  Whitfield  also  said  that 
residents  of  Grand  Ba^ma 
should  not  have  to  gravel  to* 
New  Providence  to  obtain  birth 
and  marriage  certificates, 
police  records  and  passports. 

He  said  it  was  an  undue 
burden  having  all  power  in  the 
central  government,  rather 
than  localizing  it. 

Mr  Whitfield  said  that  after 
holding  out  the  promise  of 
local  government  for  years, 
those  who  have  promised  it 
have  done  “absolutely” 
nothing. 

“They  have  no  desire  to  do 
so  for  if  they  had  a  will,  they 
would  have  found  a  way,”  he 
said. 

High  Rock  MP  Maruice 
Moore  said  the  question  of 
local  government  had  been  a 
desire  of  the  masses  of  the 
Bahamian  people  .  for 
sometime,  particularly  those  in 
the  Family  Islands  where  the 
poup^sd'ion  and  economy 
justiiy  some  form  of  local 
government. 


BAHAMA 


Mr  Moore  said  he  is  in 
favour  of  abandoning  the 
system  today  that  the 
government  used  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  Family 
Islands. 

“In  order  for  us  to  get  the 
best  of  what  our  system  has  to 
offer,  we  must  give  the  people 
the  confidence  they  gave  us  ” 
he  said,  ’ 

“Why  can’t  we  have  the 
courage  and  be  strong  enough 
to  give  our  people  a  chance  at 
running  our  country?”  he 
asked. 

Because  the  governm  ent 
lacks  the  confidence  in  being 
;  able  to  face  new  ideas  and  the 
challenges  from  the  youth,  it 
keeps  every  vestige  of  power  in 
its  fist,  he  said. 

He  said  1 6  years  ago,  he  was 
one  of  the  delegates  who  went 
on  the  first  mission  “for  the 
purpose  of  familiarizing 
ourselves  with  the  function  of 
local  government,  out  of  which 
came  the  White  Paper  that  was 
tabled  in  1968.” 

the  purposes  in 
was  to 

tamiliaiize  the  youth  with  the 
running  of  government  and  to 
make  them  responsible  citizens 
m  the  community. 

He  said  the  benefit  that 
Grand  Bahama  brought  to  the 
national  revenue  was  not  being 
felt  by  the  people  in  the  far 
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'  flung  communities  in  Grand 
Bahama. 

Mr  Morre  said  he  believed 
the  island  of  Grand  Bahama 
was  ready  for  local  government 
and  such  a  system  would  bring 
the  people  there  nearer  to 
democracy. 

He  called  for  suitable 
legislation  to  be  enacted  by 
parliament  to  give  Grand 
Bahama  local  government. 


MP  Smith’s  Remarks 
Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  14  Apr  83  pp  1,  8 
[Text] 


MARCO  CITY  MP  Cornelius  • 
Smith  said  today  that  the  issue  . 
of  local  government  is  as 
fundamental  as  independence 
and  should,  be  the  next 
progressive  st  e  p  of  the 

government. 

“The  next  progressive  step 
has  got  to  be  local  ^ 
government,”  said  Mr  Smith, 
one  of  three  FNM  MPs  for 
Grand  Bahama  speaking  on  the 
subject.  “And  we  can’t  say  not 
now.”  • 

He  said  the  Free;  National  , 
Movement  wants  local  ^ 
government  now. 

Arguing  against  sending  the 
resolution  seeking  local 
government  for  Grand  Bahama* 
to  a  select  committee  for 
further  study,  Mr  Smith  said 
the  FNM  has  always  supported 
having  local  government  in 
areas  where  there  are  levels  of 
infrastructure  that  could  easily 
support  the  concept  of  local 
government. 

He  said  when  he  first  came 
to  the  House  last  year,  he  said 
at  that  time  Grand  Bahama  was 
ready,  *  willing  and  able  to 
maintain  a  system  of  local 
government - 

He  said  he  does  not  agree  for 
the  matter  to  ^e  sent  to  the 
committee  because  they  never 
report  back  to  the  House  and 
that  four  years  from  now,  it 
will  be  just  another  campaign 
promise. 

He  said  a  White  Paper  on  the 
issue  was  tabled  in  1968,  and 
Minister  of  Local  Government 
George  Smith  made  a 
communication  in  parliament 


in  1981,  to  study  the  fesibility 
of  local  govern m  ent. 

“Nothing  happened  and  we 
have  to  travel  that  same  road 
again,”  he  said. 

Commenting  on  Home 
Affairs  Minister  Clement 
Maynard’s  remark  that 
cowardly  members  of  the  PLP 
chickened  out  when  they 
realized  that  local  community 
leaders  would  have  power  under 
local  government,  Mr  Smith 
asked  what  Jiappend  to  the 
courageous  ones  since  1968. 

He  abo  said  that  it  is  not 
toue  to  say  that  only  West  End 
is  ideally  suited  for  locd 
government  in  Grand  Baliama. 

He  szid  it  is  always  a  “red 
herring”  drawn  by  government 
speakers  that  any  form  of  local 
government  in  Freeport  would 
conflict  with  the  Grand 
BahamaPort  Authority. 

He  said  it  should  be  the  right 
of  the  people  to  decide  on  the 
issuing  of  licences  and  other 
local  affairs  instead  of 
foreigners. 

He  was  then  asked  by 
Housing  ^^ster  Hubert 
Ingraham  if  he  wanted 
government'  to  break  the 
HawksbiU  Creek  Agreement 
imder  which  the  Grand 
Bahama  Port  Authority 
Operates. 

The  PLP  government  has 
gone  on  record  as  breaching 
the  Hawksbili  Creek 
Agreement  before,”  Mr  Smith 
answered.  “Our  position  is 
local  government  for  Grand 
Bahama  now.” 

He  said  local  government 
will  bring  employment. 


Mr  Smith  said  students  had 
to  leave  school  yesterday  to 
ask  what  will  happen  to  them 
when  they  finish  in  June.  He 
said  there  are  young  people  in 
his  constituency  who  have  the 
same  need  for  jobs, 
j  Mr  Smith  was  referring  to 
!  the  demonstration  yesterday, 
through  New  Providence 
streets  by  students  of  CG- 
Sweeting 'and  RM  Bailey  senior 
high  schools. 

He  said  the  students  were 
goaded  by  the  fact  that  they 
recognized  in  this  society 
today,  there  are  no 
opportunities  for  them  when 
they  leave  school. 

“Local  government  and  the 
issue  of  local  government 
cannot  be  separated  from  the 
issue  of  job  creation  in  the 
community,”  said  -Mr  Smith. 

“If  we  had  local  government 
in  Grand  Bahama,  the  amount 
of  unemployment  would  not 
be  at  the  same  level  it  is 
today,”  he  said. 

Clarence  Town  MP  James 
Knowles  said  the  1968  White 
Paper  is  extremely  revelant  to 
the  needs  of  the  Bahamian 
people  in  terms  of  local 
government,  which,  he  said,  ^ 
has  been  the  subject  of  debate 
on  several  occasions  on  the 
floor  of  the  House, 

He  asked  why  after  1 6  years 
in  power  the  government  now 
sees  fit  to  ask  for  a  committee 
to  look  into  local  government. 

He  said  local  government  is 
so  long  overdue  in  being 
implemented  that  the 
government  should  be  avoiding 
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at  any  cost  further  delays  in  its 
implementation. 

He  said  in  his  view;  with 
reports  made  for  government, 
and  inputs  from  MPs  and  other 
persons,  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Minister  responsible  cannot 
implencnt  local  government  in 
an  orderly  fashion. 

He  called  the  move  to  seiid 
the  matter  to  a  select 
committee  a  “political  move“ 
to  sidetrack  the  subject  one 
more  time. 

“The  time  has  come  when 
talk,  must  stop  and  there  mxast 
be  action,”  he  said,  adding  that 


if  the  ,':government  was  really 
serioxis,"  “we  would  have  had 
some  form  of  local  government 
in  Abaco,  Eleuthera  and  Grand 
Bahama  some  time  ago. 

“If  we  are  to  have  it,  let  us 
liave  it  and  let  us  not  talk  about 
it,”  he  said,  but  added  that 
Bahamians  “will  not  see  local 
government  under  the  PLP  in 
any  way  or  in  any  form.” 

“That  is  m  ore  true  now  than 
it  has  ever  been,”  he  said.  And  x* 
urged  House  members  not  to 
support  the  resolution  being 
sent  to  a  committee. 


Government's  Deliberation 
Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  14  Apr  83  pp  1,  8 
[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


[Text] 

GOVERNMENT  will  take  its 
time  and  make  a  ‘deliberate 
consideration”  on  the 
all-important  subject  of  local 
government.  Minister  of  Youth 
Kendal  Nottage  said  this 
afternoon. 

“When  we  move  in  the 
national  interest,  we  want  to 
be  satisfied  that  the  peoples’ 
interest  is  paramount  and  is 
served,”  said  Mr  Nottage  as  he 
supported  a  government  move 
to  send  a  resolution  on  local 
government  for  Grand  Bahama 
to  a  House  select  committee 
for  further  consideration. 

Mr  NOttage^  said  he 
supported  the  principle  of  local 
government  all  over  the 
Bahamas,  including  Grand 
Bahama,  which  he  represented 
in  the  1970s. 

He  said  local  government  is  a 
national  issue  and  affects  all 
Family  Islands,  including  New 
Providence,  and  cannot  -  be 
considered  insular  and  secular, 
but  in  the  national  context. 

He  said  he  is  unsure  of  the 
opposition’s  position  on  the 
Grand  Bahama  Port  Authority 

and  the  power  vested  in  it  by 
the  law. 

Mr  Nottage  said  he 
remembered  when  the  PLP  put 
the  question  of  independence 
to  the  party  and  High  Rock  MP 
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Maurice  Moore  and  Marco  City 
MP  C  A  Smith  were  against  it. 

“The  Member  for  •Marco 
City  wants  local  government 
now  and  did  not  want 
independence  for  the 
Bahamas,”  he  said,  wondering 
if  such  a  posture  was  just 
another  political  stunt  by  the 
member. 

He  said  he  remembered  Mr 
Moore  and  Mr  Smith  burying 
the  Bahamas  in  effigy  in  a 
coffin. 

“They  were  against 
independence  and  I  would  like 
to  know  now  what  their 
position  is,”  he  said. 

“The  question  of  local 
government  for  Grand  Bahama 
ought  to  go  to  a  committee,” 
he  said.  “It  needs  a  special 
consideration  and  there  are 
certain  matters  that  ought  to 
be  considered.” 

“We  feel  that  local 
government  ought  to  come  and 
will  come,”  he  said.  “Before 
we  rush  into  it.  there  are  things 
we  must  consider.” 

Its  effect  on  the  Grand 
Bahama  Port  Authority  and 
whether  or  not  government 
should  break  the  HawksbUl 
Creek  Agreement  should  also 
be  considered,  he  said,  adding 
that  he  is  not  sure  what  the 
opposition’s  position  is  on 
that. 

“My  position  is  that  there 
are  certain  matters  affecting 
the  Hawksbill  Creek 


Agreement  that  ought  to  be 
considered,”  he  said. 

.  He  added:  “The  government 

feel  it  is  important  fb  consider 
all  aspects  of  the  matter.’* 

He  said  government  did  not 
want  opposition  members  to 
return  to  the  House  and  say 
government  abrogated  the 
agreement  again. 

“It  is  important  that  this 
government  take  its  time  and 
make  a  deliberate 
consideration  on  this 
all-important  subject,”  he  said. 

Mr  Nottage  said  one  of  the 
biggest  and  most  important 
pieces  of  legislation  that 
brought  employment  to  the 
Bahamian  people  was  the 
.  Bahamianization  policy,  which 
was  extended  to  Grand' 
Bahama. 

'K)pposition  MP,  Vernon 
Symonette  representing  Inagua 
and  Mayaguana,  said  that  both 
sides  of  the  House  are  in 
agreement  on  the  principle  of 
locaTgbvem  men  t. 

He  said  government  has  the 
power  to  implement  a  system 
of  local  government  and  if  they 
start  with  New  Providence, 
then  th^  should  do  so. 

He  said  local  government  for 

the  out  islands  would  be  ideal 
and  that  the  original  resolution 
moved  by  Pine  Ridge  MP  Cecil 
Wallace  Whitfield  is  fit  and 
proper. 
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BAHAMAS 


ROW  OVER  FNM  CHARGES  OF  RADIO'S  FAVORITISM  CONTINUES 


Pendling  Invitation  to  Isaacs 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  9  Apr  83  p  1 


[Excerpt] 


PRIM  E  MINISTER  Pitidling 
thinks  Opposition  Leader 
Kendal  Isaacs  is  ill-informed 
about  claims  that  Radio 
Bahamas  has  discriminated 
against  his  party  and  so  the 
Prime  Minister  has  invited  the 
Leader  in  for  a  chat. 

Mr  Isaacs,  FNM  Leader,  says 
he  intends  to  take  Sir  Lynden 
up  on  his  offer  as  soon  as  he 
returns  from  his  Far  East  trip 
where  he  went  on  March  25  to 
persuade  major  shipowners  to 
register  their  vessels  in  the 
Bahamas.  Sir  Lynden  returns 


to  Nassau  tomorrow  evening;- 
Mr  Isaacs  confirmed*  he 
received  a  letter  from  Youth 
Minister  Kendal  Nottage,  who 
is  responsible  for  broadcasting, 
promising  an  investigation  into 
why  Radio  ZNS  and  TV  13 
boycotted  the  historic  banquet 
for  Yamacraw  MP  Janet 
Bostwick,  the  first  woman 
elected  to  the  Bahamas 
Parliament. 


Government's  Position 

Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  11  Apr  83  p  1 


[Excerpts] 

KENDAL  NOTTAGE, 
government  minister 
responsible  for  broadcasting, 
claimed  today  that  ZNS  radio 
and  TV  were  never  invited  by 
the  FNM  to  report  the  Janet 
Host  wick  testimonial  banquet, 
which  the  station  has  been 

accused  of  boycotting. 

In  a  letter  delivered  to  Free 
National  Movement  Leader 
Kendal  Isaacs,  Mr  Nottage 
demanded  a  public  apology 
from  Mr  Isaacs  and  his  party 
for  making  the  accusations 
against  the  station. 


’  However,  Mr  .Arthur  Foulkes 
(FNM-Biue  Hills)  insisted 
today  that  the  radio  and 
television  station  had  been 
invited  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other  news  media. 

All  the  letters,  said  Mr 
Foulkes,  were  hand  delivered 
by  Mr  Garth  Wright,  vice 
chairman  of  the  FNM.  Mr 
Foulkes  said  he  will  make  a 
more  complete  statement  on 
the  matter  tom  orrow. 

On  March  21  Mr  Isaacs 
wrote  separately  to  Prime 
Minister  Sir  Lynden  Pindling 
and  Minister  of  Youth  Nottage, 


asking  for  an  investigation  ot 
ZNS  no-show  at  the  banquet, 
and  alleging  discrimination 
against  the  Opposition  party 
by  the  government -con  trolled 
Broadcasting  Corporation, 
in  his  letter  Mr  Nottage  said 
he  had  “now  received  a  report 
from  the  management  of  the 
Broadcasting  Corporation  of 
the  Bahamas  concerning  ZNS 
Radio  and  Television  coverage” 
of  the  banquet. 

“The  report  discloses,”  he 
said,  “that  ZNS  radio  and 
television  was  not  invited  by 
the  Free  National  Movement  or 
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any  other  party  or  persons  to 
attend  and  cover  the  banquet 
in  honour  of  Mrs  Bostwick.  If 
such''  an  invitation  was 
exten{h^:or  gives  and  was  is. 
fact  received  by  ZNS  the^ event 
would  have  -been  covered  by 
ZNS  radio  and  television- news. 

“The  report  further 
disclosed,”  Mr  Nottage  told  Mr 
Isaacs,  “that  you  were  wrong 
:in  alleging  that  ZNS  radio  and 
television  completely  ignored 
the  event  and  gave  no  coverage 
at  all.  The  facts  are  that  ZNS 
did  broadcast  a  press  release 
from  .  the  Free  National 


Movement  concerning  *  the 
appointment  of  ,Mrs  Edith 
Turnquest  as  chairperson  of 
the  organizing  committee  for 
the  said  banquet.  In  addition 
ZNS  did  broadcast  14 
commercials  for  the  said 
banquet  over  a  period  of  12 
days  during  the  month  of 
February  from  the  17th  of 
February  1983  to  the  28th 
February  1983. 

“Your  allegations  that  ZNS 
Radio  and  television  _has 

d  is  criminat  ed" . 'against  your 

party  is  absolutely  untrue  and 
completely  without 
foundation.  Let  me  reiterate 


what  I  said  to  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  21st  March  1983,  that  it 
is  not  the  policy  of  the 
Broadcasting  Corporation  of 
the  Bahamas  and  ZNS  radio 
and  television  to  discriminate 
against  the  Free  National 
Movement.  However,  it  ought 
to  be  appreciated  by  you  and 
your  party  that  the 
management  of  the 
Broadcasting  Corporation  of 
the  Bahamas  and  ZNS  radio 
and  teleivion  must  be  entitled 
to  editorial  discretion  and 
control  of  its  broadcasting 
service.^ 


FNM  Countercharges 

Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  13  Apr  83  pp  1,  5 


[Excerpts] 


KENDAL  NOTTAGE, 
Minister  responsible  for 
broadcasting,  was  told  that  it 
was  he  and  not  FNM  Leader 
Kendal  Isaacs  who  should 
apologise  and  then  resign  over 
TV  13’s  failure  to  cover  a 
testimonial  banquet  honouring 
the  first  woman  to  be  elected 
to  the  Bahamas  Parliament. 

Opposition  leader  Kendal 
Isaacs  told  a  press  conference 
this  morning  that  contrary  to 
what  the  Minister  had  said,  a 
letter  inviting  ZNS  to  cover  the 
event  was  hand-delivered  to  the 
broadcasting  station  at  its 
Third  Terrace,  Centreville 
offices.  ' 

“Mr  Nottage  denies  that 
ZNS  had  discriminated  a^inst 
the  FNM  and  he  says  we  ought 
to  appreciate  that  ZNS  must  be 
entitled  to  editorial  discretion 
and  control  of  its  broadcasting 
service. 

“Well,  I  must  reiterate  that 
ZNS  does  in  fact  regularly 
discriminate  against  the  FNM 


and  from  time  to  time  also 
discriminates  against  other 
organizations  which  expfe^ 
ideas  in  opposition  to  the  PLr: 
Government. 

“Our  youth  organization, 
the  Torchbearers,  for  instance, 
invited  ZNS  to  a  press 
conference  and  a  banquet  in 
connection  with  its  1 0th 
anniversary  celebrations.  ZNS 
did  not  show  up  at  either  one 
of  those  events.  They  did, 
however,  give  three  days  of  full 
coverage  to  the  PLP’s  youth 
arm,  the  Young  Liberals.  What 
ZNS  practises  is  a  grotesque 
distortion  and  a  cynical 
perversion  of  editorial 
discretion. 

“Mr  Nottage’s  demands  of 
an  apology  from  us  is  quite 
ludicrous.  He  underestimates 
our  intelligence  and,  worse 
than  that,  he  under-estimates 
the  intelligence  and  common 
sense  of  the  Bahamian  people. 
If  any  apologies  are  in  order 
then  they  should  be 


forthcoming  from  Mr  Nottage 
and  the  Corporation  for 
continuing  to  subvert  a 
national  institution  to  the 
narrow,  biased  and  unfair 
partjsajijurposes  _of  the  PLP.^ 

“To  conclude,  I  repeat  that 
ZNS  was,  in  fact,  invited  to 
attend  the  banquet. 
Furthermore,  if  by  some 
oversight  they  had  not  been 
invited,  I  suggest  that  if  they 
were  real  professionals  they 
would  have  enquired  about 
arrangements  for  the  media. 

“I  trust  that  ZNS  in  terms  of 
fullness  and  frequency  will  give 
to  this  statement  equal 
treatment  given  to  the 
Minister’s  letter  and  the 
Corporation’s  statement. 

“And  far  from  apologising 
to  the  Minister,  I  very  seriously 
call  for  Ms  resignation.” 

.^t  1  pm  today  Mr  Isaacs’ 
statement  was  read  in  full  by 
ZNS  announcer  Darrell  Miller 
over  Radio  -ZNS  at  news  time. 
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FOUR  FNM  RESOLUTIONS  PASSED  IN  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY 


Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  14  Apr  83 
[Text] 

FOUR  Opposition-sponsor¬ 
ed  resolutions  were  passed  in 
the  House  of  Assembly 
yesterday  afternoon. 

Passed  was  the  resolution  for 
Minister  of  Finance  Arthur 
Hanna  to  consider  the 
ad  visibility  of  providing 
sufficient  funds  to  construct  a 
medical  clinic  in  the  Delaporte 
Constituency. 

Moving  for  the  resolution, 

Mr  Arthur  Foulkes,  (FNM-Blue 
HflJs)  said  that  preventive  and 
emergency  care  clinics  were 
desperately  needed  in  certain 
areas  of  New  Providence. 

“People  could  die  on 
Carmichael  Road  by  the  time 
an  ambulance  negotiates  its 
way  from  the  Princess  Margaret 
Hospital,  along  East  Street  to 
Carmichael  Road/*  Mr  Foulkes 
said. 
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He  said  the  Opposition  is 
♦not  asking  for  grand  things,  but 
things  such  as  proper  drainage, 
street  lights,  “things  that 
should  have  been  there 
already,”  he  said. 

Also  passed  was  a  resolution 
for  Minister  of  Finance  Hanna 
to  consider  the  advisability  of 
providing  sufficient  funds  to 
construct  a  ball  park  in  the 
greater  Cluppingham  area.  A 
third  resolition  passed  was  for 
the  Minister  of  Finance  to 
consider  the  advisibility  of 
providing  sufficient  funds  to 
upgrade  and  improve  the 
recreation  park  in  Delaporte 
Village. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  there 
was  need  for  street  lights  in  the 
Delaporte  constituency.  The 
Resolution  passed  instructed 
the  Minister  of  Works  to 
consider  the  feasibility  of 
erecting  street  lights  in  the 
Grove,  Highland  Park,  and 
.Westward  Villas. 
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STUDENTS  NATIONAL  ACTION  PARTY  HEARS  OPPOSITION  SPEAKERS 

Call  for  Anti-PLP  Alliance 
Nassau  THE  TRIBUNE  in  English  8  Apr  83  p  1 
[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 

[Text]  FNM  Vice  chairman  George  Wilson  urged  young  people  last  night  to 
form  an  alliance  with  the  official  opposition  to  bring  about  a  change  in  gov¬ 
ernment  . 

”If  it  turns  out  that  this  government  is  no  better  than  the  last,  then  having 
exercised  their  option  once  before,  it  is  obvious  that  they  will  be  able  to 
exercise  that  option  again,"  Mr  Wilson  said. 

Mr  Wilson,  the  FNM’s  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  St  Michael’s  constitu¬ 
ency  in  the  1982  general  elections,  was  one  of  three  speakers  at  last  night’s 
Students  National  Action  Party  (SNAP)  at  the  House  of  Labour. 

Other  speakers  included  Dr  John  McCartney,  Chairman  of  the  Vanguard  National¬ 
ist  Socialist  Party,  and  Mr  Philip  Miller,  a  former  lecturer  at  the  College 
of  the  Bahamas. 

In  his  address  to  a  handful  of  students  attending  the  session,  Mr  Wilson  said 
the  poor  attendance  at  the  convention  was  just  another  symptom  of  the  victim¬ 
ization  that  goes  on  in  the  country. 

"And  the  fear  of  victimization  is  much  greater  than  the  victimization,"  he 
said,  "so  because  of  this  fear  I  think  parents  have  sort  of  prohibited  their 
children  from  coming  and  taking  part  in  this  particular  event." 

But,  Mr  Wilson  told  the  students  that  he  came  to  offer  them  a  proposal. 

He  said  in  analysing  the  country,  one  would  find  that  politically,  the  nation 
was  split  down  the  middle  "for  what  reasons  we  say  or  not"  between  PLPs  and 
FNMs  in  terms  of  the  electroate. 

"Now  what  that  means  is  that  young  people  generally,  by  not  being  a  complete 
block,  are  generally  wasting  and  dissipating  their  energies  in  many  times 
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"useless  causes  because  they  have  not  become  a  part  of  one  of  the  two  blocks 
that  have  the  political  base  in  order  to  effect  a  change,"  he  said. 

Having  suffered  16  years  of  PLP  rule  with  the  pressures,  victimization,  un¬ 
caring  attitude  that  party  displays  without  there  being  any  intent  to  change, 
"I  think  what  becomes  the  most  important  thing  today  is  to  effect  a  change  in 
government,"  he  said. 

"Now  that  is  my  particular  feeling,"  he  said..  "Now  comes  the  question  of  how 
practically  young  people  can  assist  in  effecting  a  change  in  government." 

He  said  young  people  can  bring  about  a  change  in  government  by  becoming  a 
force,  forming  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  major  political  groups  and  thus 
making  the  change  that  is  needed. 

"Now  I  am  not  asking  for  an  everlasting  marriage,"  he  said.  ’*Nhat  I  am  saying 
is  that  we  all,  whether  we  are  FNM,  PLP  or  Vanguard,  in  the  last  election, 
we  were  all  saying  it  was  time  for  a  change." 

"But  we  could  not  get  that  change  because  we  could  not  get  the  young  people 
totally  into  a  block  that  could  form  an  alliance  with  a  group  that  could  win," 
Mr  Wilson  said. 

"So  I  have  come  to  propose  that  young  people  must  now  seriously  think  of 
forming  and  making  such  an  alliance,  and  obviously  with  the  FNM,"  he  said. 

Mr  Wilson  said  that  the  young  people  must  form  the  alliance  to  achieve  a 
change  lest  we  all  be  forced  to  continue  to  suffer  for  even  another  13  years 
under  the  PLP  government. 

"I  have  not  made  these  comments  to  attack  or  affect  any  particular  political 
group,"  he  said.  "I  made  these  comments  because  I  feel  that  it  is  time  young 
people  must  become  practical  and  look  at  the  political  situation  as  existing 
in  this  country  in  a  straight  forward  way  and  make  a  decision  in  this  country 
to  first  of  all  change  this  government." 

He  added:  "But  taking  the  reality  of  the  situation,  I  am  here  to  propose 
that  young  people  form  this  alliance  with*  the  FNM  in  order  to  effect  first  of 
all  a  change  in  government." 

He  said  becoming  partners  in  a  change,  young  people  would  become  partners  in 
the  formation  of  a  new  government. 
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Vanguard  Walkout 
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[Article  by  Anthony  Forbes] 


[Text] 

■  V  A  N  G  U  A  R  D 
SUPPORTERS  followed  their 
leader  out  of  the  Students 
National  Action  Party 
fipnvention  last  night  to  protest 
being  labeUed  of 

the  studeats.  Z 

Dr  '•  Jphii  McCartney, 
Vanguard'  leader,  led  the 
protest  walkout  shortly  after 
the  address  of  former  College 
of  Bahamas  lecturer  Philip 
Miller.  Dr  McCartney '  told 
session  chairman  Lisa 
Thurston  she  should  not  have 
invited  him  to  SNAPs 
convention  if  he  was  to  be 
called  an  enemy  of  the  group. 

Miss  Thurston  told  the 
Vanguard  leader  that  Mr  Miller 
had  not  called  any  names  in 
making  the  reference. 
However,  Dr  McCartney,  vice 
chairman  Lionel  Carey  and . 
other  Vanguard  members 
walked  out. 

Dr  McCartney,  Mr  Miller,  a 
former  leader  of  the  Workers 
Party,  and  FNM  vice  chairman 
George  Wilson,,  addressed  the 
convention  last  night  at  the 
House  of  Labour,  Wulff  Road, 

A  small  group  of  students,  in 
addition  to  several  members  of 
the  Vanguard  Socialist  Party 
attended  the  third  night  of 
SNAP’s  inaugural  convention. 
SNAP  was  recently  formed  by 
C  C  Sweeting  students,  who  led 
a  demonstratioi>  to  protest  the 
dilapidated  condition  of  their 
school. 

Mr  Miller  spoke  on  the  art  of 
political  fighting  and  Dr 
McCartney  on  the  origin  and 
development  of  the  Vanguard. 

In  his  address,  Mr  Miller  said 
the  majority  of  the  Bahamas’ 
population  was  under  30  and  it 
followed  that  a  large  segment 
of  the  voting  public  was  young, 
and  like  SNAP,  had  neither 
been  consulted  nor  considered 
by  the  established  parties,  such 
as  the  PLP,  FNM  and 
Vanguard. 

By  drawing  support  from  a 
wide  range  of  disenchanted 
Bahamian  youth,  SNAP  could 


easily  win  a  very  large  sectiori 
of  the  votes  and  become  the 
government  in  part  at  least, 
and  if  not  the  government, 
then  most  certainly  the  official 
opposition  by  1987,  Mr  Miller 
said. 

He  said  SNAP  was  the  single 
most  important  threat  to  every 
other  political  party,  and  to 
the  dreams  and  aspirations  of 
;  every  established  politician 
”who"Ts  ^commit  teiT  To”  getting 
and  keeping  his  party  in  power. 

-  He  said  attention  is  not 
being  paid  to  SNAP  because  its 
members  are  1 6  years  old  and 
c^MTOt  vote.  ; 

_  “Since  SNAP  threatens  the  ' 
Ipoliticai-  is^rity  of  all,  atl  seek 
to  destroy  SNAP,”  Mr  Miller 
said. 

^  .*rHe  said'  SNAP  must  choose 
between  survival  and  death  and 
must  fight  every  political  party 
as  every  political  party  is  out 
to  destroy  it. 

He  said  enemies  of  SNAP 
were  also  partly  responsible  for 
the  lack  of  attendance  at  the 
students’  convention. 

He  told  them  that  politicians  i 
might  .very  well  use  '  the 
1972-style  of  politics  against 
them  as  a  .  desperate  effort 
before  they  are  overthrown. 

‘Tf  you  keep  a  sharp  watch 
for  the  booby  traps  set  by  the 
enemies,  four  years  from  now 
many  of  you  will  sit  in 
parliam  ent  simply  because 
young  people  are  the  majority 
in  this  country  and  SNAP  is 
the  party  of  the  young 
majority  and  for  the  young 
majority,”  Mr  Miller  said. 

Dr  McCartney,  in  his 
address,  gave  a  history  of  the 
origin  and  development  of  the 
PLP  from  its  formation  in 
1953. 

He  said  during  the  early 
years  of  the  PLP,  the  UBP  and 
a  privileged  few  dominated  the 
economic  life  of  the  country 
under  a  British  system  of 
colonialism  and  a  local  system 
of  racism  and  capitalism. 

.  He  said  such  an  exploitation 
of  the  economy  and  the 


domination'^  of  political  power 
through  gerrymandering  of 
elections,  profited  the  Bay 
Street  Boys  or  merchants. 

“So  the  PLP  struggle  was 
against  the  Bay  Street  Boys,  a 
classical  colonial  struggle,”  he 
said,  and  was  parallelled  by 
struggles  against  colonialism  in 
North,  West  and  South  Africa. 

“The  point  I  want  to  make 
is  that  the  PLP  holds  so  much 
power  over  the  Bahamian 
people  because  with  all  its 
problems,  it  fought  the 
colonial  struggle  and  that  is 
why  the  PLP  will  wliip  any 
party,  that  identifies  with  the 
old  UBP,  whether  it  be  the 
Vanguard,  SNAP,  the  FNM  or 
whatever,  they  will  never  win,” 
Dr  McCartney  said. 

_ “So  when  you  are  doing 

your  poHticaf  lesson,  lesson 
number  one:  identify  with  the 
UBP  and  you  will  never  win,” 
he  added. 

^  He  said  the  FNM,  because  of 
^s^^.links  with  the  UBP,  will 
never  win  an  e!ectio«*  although 
-  ft  may  get  a  lot  oi  votes. 

Dr  McCartney  also  said  that 
a  small  privileged  few -have  an 
interest  in  keeping  C  C 
Sweeting  school  the  way  it  is 
and  unless  the  system  is 
changed,  the  plight  of  the 
school  will  remain  the  same. 

He  said  Vanguard  has  chosen 
a  rough  road  for  the  Bahamian 
people,  that  of  educating  the 
people  and  planning  the 
economy. 

“It  is  a  rough  road,  but  it  is 
the  only  just  one,”  he  said.  ‘T 
defy  you  to  find  another  road 
that  is  more  just  than  this 
one.”  “We  said  the  Vanguard 
has  nothing  to  give  the  C  C 
Sweeting  students  but  the 
party’s  principles,  advice  and 
spirit,”  said  Dr  McCartney. 
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Student  Demonstration 
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[Article  by  Athena  Damianos] 
[Excerpt] 

NEARLY  300  students  from 
two  senior  higji  schools  tried  to 
break  through  police  barriers 
to  deliver  a  letter  to.  Speaker  of 
the  House  Sir  Qifford  Darling 
today,  , 

Dozens  of  policemen, 
including  the  riot  squad,  were 
called  out  to  prevent  them 
from  getting  onto  Bay  Street. 

About  100  students  trom 
C  C  Sweeting  and  R  M  Bailey 
Higii.  Schools  were  eventually 
able  to  break  past  the' police, 
who  had  formed  a  human  chain 
to  try  to  stop  them.  It  was 
shortly  after  2  pm. 

.Two  students  -  one  from 


R  M  BaiJev  and  one  from  St 
John's  College  -  crept  into  the 
House  during  the  lunch  recess, 
and  placed  a  copy  of  the  letter 
on  the  Speaker’s  desk. 

•  The  letter  asked  for 
permission  to. address  the  next 
meeting  of  the  House  on  the^ 
problem  of  unemployment 
“among  the  nation’s  youth.”  It 
was  signed  by  Dennis  Dames, 
pR'sident  of  the  Student 
National  Action  Party  (SNAP), 
which  was  formed  by  C  C 
Sweeting  students. 

While  the  two  students  were 
sneaking  into  the  House,  about 
100  students  gathered  across 
Parliament  Street,  chanting  and 
singing  songs. 


Police  Watch  on  School 
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[Text] 


POLICEMEN  from  the 
Security  and  Intelligwije 
Branch  were  keeping  an  eye  on 
C  C  Sweeting  Senior  High 
School  today  following 
Wednesday’s  demonstration  bv 
about  300  C  C  Sweeting  and 
R  M  Bailey  Students. 

ihe  policemen  were  sitting 
in  an  unmarked  car  outside  the 
school  gates  reading 
newspapers  this  morning. 

Feelings  were  mixed  ’at  C  C 
Sweeting  today  about 
yesterday’s  ,  demonstration, 
me  purpose  of  the 
demonstration  was  to  deliver  a 
letter  to  Speaker  of  the  House 
Sir  Qifford  Darling.  The  letter, 
signed  by  Dennis  Dames, 
president  of-  the  Student 
National  Action  Party  (SNAP), 
asked  the  Speaker  for  an 
opportunity  to  address  the 
House  on  the  unemployment 
problem,  particularly  for 
among  youth. 

About  300  students  from 
both  public  schools  tried  to 
break  past  police  barriers  to  get 
onto  Bay  Street.  About  100  of 
them  eventually  succeeded  and 


the  letter  was  placed  on  the 
Speaker’s  desk  during''  the 
luncheon  recess. 

“The  purpose  of  it  was  to 
present  letters  to  each  member 
of  parliament  and  to  the 
Speaker,”  Lisa  Thurston, 
vice-president  of  SNAP,  said 
today,  “Since  there  is  a  big 
unemployment  problem  and 
with  so  many  people  leaving 
school  —  not  just  C  C  Sweeting 
but  all  the  schools  —  in  June, 
we  wanted  to  know  what  jobs 
we’d  be  able  to  get.” 

Miss  Thurston  said 
yesterday’s  demonstration 
“showed  that  they’re 
(students)  interested  in  finding 
jobs”  when  they  leave  school. 

She  admitted  that  many 
students  from  R  M  Bailey 
“didn’t  really  know  what  it 
was  ail  about.”  She  said  the 
students  were  asked  by 
members  of  the  R  M  Bailey 
student  council  to  meet  C  C 
Sweeting  students  at  the 

Southern  Recreation  Grounds 
and  there  was  no  time  to  brief 
them  on  the  situation. 
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Miss  Thurston  said  that  all 
of  the  students  were  briefed  on 
the  matter  following  the 
demonstration  at  the  House  of 
Labour  on  Wulff  Road. 

A  number  of  teachers 
interviewed  this  morning  were 
undecided  as  to  whether  they 
supported  yesterday’s 
demonstration.  The  majority 
of  them  supported  the  massive 
student  •  demonstration  in 
February  for  better  school 
conditions. 

Said  one  teacher:  “As  far  as 
this  is  concerned,  we  don’t 
know  what’s  going  on.  We  have 
people  here  who  are  working 
and  we’re  trying  to  carry  on  as 
normal.  At  first,  I  didn’t  have  a 
clue  as  to  the  number  of 
students  who  were  out  there. 

“I  feel  that  the  C  C  Sweeting 
students  have  made  their  point 
school  is  being  worked  on 
“  ihaybe  not  as  fast  a&”we’d 


like,  but  thank  God 
something’s  finally  being 
dpne.” 

Questions  have  also  been 
raised  about  the  presence  of 
political  activist  Rodney 
Moncur  at  the  C  C  Sweeting 
demonstrations.  Mr  Moncur 
told  The  Tribune  that  he  was 
interested  “as  an  old  C  C 
Sweeting  scholar.” 

Miss  Thurston  s  i  that  Mr 
Moncur  has  been  f(  owing  the 
students  movements. 

She  said  that  although  there 
are  some  politician.^  who  might 
'  want  to  use  the  students,  “no 
politicians  have  been  involved, 
only  students.” 

It  is  understood  that  Miss 
Thurston  and  SNAP  president 
Dennis  Dames  were  called  in 
by  the  principal  this  morning. 
The  principal,  Mary  Chertum, 
has  warned  students  they 
might  be  suspended  if  they 
leave  school  without  ^  her 
permission. 


CSO:  3298/541 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BARBADOS 


OPPOSITION  LEADERS  HIT  GOVERNMENT  ECONOMIC,  POLITICAL  POLICIES 

Haynes  on  IMF  Dealings 
Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEVTS  in  English  12  Apr  83  p  2 
[Text] 


The  official  oppositon 
Democratic  Labour  Party 
(DLP)  Simday  night  charged 
that  a  wrangle  between 
Government  and  the  Inter¬ 
national  Monetary  Fund 
(IMF)  was  holding  up 
presentation  of  the  island’s 
1983  budget. 

Shadow  Minister  of  Finance 
Dr.' Richie  Haynes,  claimed  at 
a  political  meeting  in 
Independence  Square,  that 
negotiations  between  both 
sides  have  been  going  on  and 
that  Barbados  was  waiting  to 
see  if  Trinidad  and  Tobago 
would  devalue  its  dollar. 

“....The  reason  why  there  is 
no  budget  before  this  country 
which  usually  comes  on 
March  31  every  year  is 
t^ause  they  have  a  hell  of  a 
fight  on  their  hands  now  with 
the  International  Monetary 
Fund.”  Dr.  Haynes  said. 

Prime  Minister  Mr.  Tom 
Adams  gave  the  assurance 
late  last  year  that  there  would 
be  no  devaluation  of  the 
Barbados  dollar,  as  a  result  of 
his  Government’s  decision  to 
enter  into  a  10-month  standby 
arrangement  with  the  IMF  for 
balance  of  payments  support 
last  October. 

Parliament  began  despite 
debate  on  the  Government’s 
draft  estimates  of  expenditure 


and,  revenue  for  1983-84  on 
March  14  and  ended  it  two 
weeks  later. 

Dr.  Haynes  said  the  Adams 
Administration  had  placed  the 
Barbados  economy  “in  a 
major  crisis,”  and  in  fear  of 
being  exposed  by  the 
Opposition,  had  brought  a 
resolution  to  parliament 
seeking  to  restrict  the  con-i 
tribution  of  DLP' 
parliamentarians^  during^  the 
upcoming  budget  debate?'  '  " 
The  resolution,  on  the  order 
paper  for  today’s  sitting  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  seeks  “to 
further  order  spwches  for 
the  better  organisation  and 
administration  of  the  debate 
on  the  annual  financial 
statement  and  budgetary 
proposals.” 

Under  its  provisions.  Prime 
Minister  Adams  will  have  un¬ 
limited  time  for  his  Budget 
presentation  while  the 
Opposition’s  Chief  Spokesman 
on  Finance  in  his  turn  to  sepak 
on  the  proposals,  will  not  be 
allow^  to  exceed  the  time 
us^  by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Besides  the  minister 
spending  the  motion  for  the 
adoption  of  the  budgetary 
proposals  who  will  be  allowed 
one  hour,  all  other 
parliamentarians  will  be 


entitled  to  half-an-hour  for 
their  present  at  ions.  ~  ’  — 

The  resolution  also  states  ( 
Hint  m;  either  from 

the  G( A  eminent  or  Opposition 
benches,  will  be  allowed  a 
second  speech  in  the  debate  if 
he  moves  a  motion  for  an 
amendment. 

But  Dr.  Haynes  said  the 
proposed  rules  were  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  Opposition, 
and  DLP  members  would 
have  to  take  “a  firm  stand”  on 
the  issue.  He  did  not 
elaborate. 

It  is  an  act  of  utter  rascality 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  It  is 
in  breach  of  the  Standing 
Orders  of  Parliament  made 
under  the  Constitution  of 
Barbados,”  Dr.  Haynes  told 
the  crowd. 

The  Opposition 
parliamentarian  warned  that 
if  Government  does  not  pull 
out  of  the  present  standby 
arrangement  with  the  IMF 
and  discard  its  current 
economic  policies,  Barbados 
was  in  danger  of  en^ng  up 
under  an  extended 
arrangement  with  the 
Washington-based  agency. 

Such  an  eventuality,  he 
added,  would  mean  additional 
hardships  for  Barbadians . 
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Greaves  on  Socio-Political  Problems 
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[Text] 


Minority  leader  in  the 
Barbados  Upper  House, 
Senator  Evel>Ti  Greaves,  has 
said  that  the  ruling  Barbados 
Labour  Party  Administration 
seems  to  have  lost  all 
moral  and  social  respon¬ 
sibility  to  run  the  country. 

His  comnients  came  last 
Sunday  night  "during  a 
mass  political  meeting  in 
independence  Square  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Opposition 
Democratic  Labour  Party 
(DLP). 

Senator  Greaves  told  his 
audience  that  there^  is,  and 
always  has  been,  a  serious 
power  "struggle  ^thin  the 
ruling  BLP  and  that  the  party 
must  take  responsibility  for 
the  many  serious  socio¬ 
economic  problems  facing  the 
country. 

The  DLP  Senator 
lashed  out  against 
_the  Gpyei^ent  for^  t^^^^  many 
levies  it  had  introduced  — 
transport  and  health  —  and 
added  that  it  had  collected  a 
great  deal  of  money  from  the 
people  in  both  indirect  and 
consumption  taxes.  The  BLP, 


Senator  Greaves  said,  had 
imposed  increased  bus  fares 
on  the  working  class  people 
and  pointed  out  that  there  was 
the  likelihood  of  further  in¬ 
creases  in  a  few  weeks’  time. 

He  gave  the  background  to 
the  Severance  Payment  Act 
which  was  introduced  by  the 
DLP  Administration  back  in 
1971  and  termed  it  a  far- 
reaching  piece  of  social  and 
labour  legislation.  This 
legislation  he  said  had  allowed 
a  number  of  workers  to  justly 
benefit  from  what  was  theirs, 
and  accused  the  ruling  BLP 
Administration  of  trying  to  put 
the  workers  under  great 
pressure  by  amending  the  Act 
so  that  they  would  receive  less 
if  made  redundant. 

Senator  Greaves  created  a 
controversy  in  local  tourism 
recently  when  he  made  public 
a  letter  which  had  been 
written  by  Prime  Minister  Mr. 
Tom  Adams  to  the  Director  of 
Tourism,  Mr.  Patrick  Hinds. 
In  his  letter  the  Prime 
Minister  launched  a  scathing 
attack  on  the  Director  and  the 
Board  of  Tourism. 


CSO:  3298/543 
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DISSOLUTION-OF-PARLIAMENT  PROPOSAL—There  has  been  a  call  for  the  immediate 
dissolution  of  Parliament  and  the  establishment  of  a  Commission  for  National 
Re-construction  to  run  the  Government  of  Barbados  for  an  interim  period. 

The  call  has  come  from  the  Barbados  Industrial  and  General  Workers  Union 
(BIGWU)  led  by  Mr.  Bobby  Clarke.  The  union’s  suggestions  came  in  a  letter 
sent  to  Prime  Minister  Tom  Adams  on  Wednesday  which  said  that  "the  malaise 
which  permeates  the  Barbadian  society,  has  reached  such  a  depth,  that  there 
is  an  urgent  need  for  actions  to  be  taken  in  the  interest  of  the  Barbadian 
peoples."  BIGWU  said  in  its  letter  that  Prime  Minister  Adams  had  over  the 
years  taken  over  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  Ministry  of  Trade  and  that  of 
Tourism  because  of  certain  events  and  actions.  Because  of  what  BIGWU  sees 
as  problems  in  our  society,  it  said;  "We  are  asking  you,  Mr  Prime  Minister, 
to  dissolve  Parliament  immediately  and  set  up  a  commission  for  National  Re¬ 
construction  to  run  the  Government  for  an  interim  period."  This  Commission 
should  be  represented  by  the  present  Government  party,  the  Parliamentary  Op¬ 
position,  the  National  Union  of  Public  Workers,  the  Barbados  Union  of  Teachers, 
the  Barbados  Secondary  Teachers  Union,  the  BIGWU,  the  Barbados  Workers’  Union, 
the  Movement  for  National  Liberation,  the  Barbados  Youth  Council,  the  Barbados 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Barbados  Manufacturers  Association  and  progressive 
elements  in  the  church,  BIGWU's  president  Bobby  Clarke  said.  [Text]  [Bridge¬ 
town  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  8  Apr  83  p  1] 
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SPEECH  BY  NEW  UDP  LEADER  SENATOR  ESQUIVEL 

Part  1 

Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  18  Feb  83  p  7 

[Policy  speech  by  new  UDP  leader  Sen.  Esquivel  delivered  at  Belize  City  public 
meeting  4  Feb  83] 

[Text]  As  we  the  people  of  Belize  face  the  new  year  of  1983  and  ponder  on 
what  is  to  come,  the  UDP  has  set  out  on  a  path  of  national  reconstruction  of 
our  Party.  We  are  continuing  the  building  of  a  Party  that  has  its  foundation 
firmly  set  in  30  years  of  Belizean  History.  Ours  is  a  Party  that  has  carried 
on  the  never-ending  fight  started  by  our  predecessors  in  the  50s  and  60s  to 
build  our  democracy,  secure  civil  liberty  for  our  people,  and  preserve  our 
country's  sovereignty  and  territory.  The  people  of  Belize  can  rest  assured 
the  UDP  will  never  abandon  these  important  struggles. 

But,  we  also  recognize  that  in  today's  Belize,  our  people  are  crying  out  for  a 
UDP  with  a  strong  economic  and  social  programme  to  rescue  them  from  the  eco¬ 
nomic  depression  and  the  alarming  break-down  in  the  social  fabric  of  our  soci¬ 
ety.  Belize  wants  a  change,  needs  a  change  of  government,  and  the  UDP  must 
convince  the  electorate  of  our  ability  to  provide  them  with  a  better  govern¬ 
ment  and  a  better  Belize. 

It  is  therefore  our  obligation  to  our  Party,  our  supporters,  and  all  citizens, 
to  develop  policies  that  come  to  grips  with  the  ills  that  plague  our  new  na¬ 
tions.  In  developing  these  policies,  we  cannot  ignore  the  realities  of  the 
world  around  us,  but  at  the  same  time  we  must  apply  the  minds  and  talents  of 
Belizeans  to  working  out  Belizean  solutions  for  Belize.  Looking  for  imported 
pre-packaged,  ready-mixed  solutions  often  leads  to  dead-ends.  Ideological 
blinders  reduce  us  to  theorists  rather  than  pragmatic  problem  solvers.  Belize 
needs  solutions,  not  rhetoric,  and  the  UDP  pledges  to  find  solutions.  In  the 
weeks  ahead  we  will  be  building  our  Party  machinery  in  the  city,  towns  and 
villages  so  that  we  will  be  ready  with  the  programmes,  and  the  people  to  pro¬ 
mote  them,  whenever  the  call  comes. 

On  the  economic  front,  Belize  is  in  a  depression.  We  are  living  from  hand  to 
mouth.  Each  month's  ending  finds  the  government  scrambling  around  trying  to 
scrape  together  sufficient  money  to  pay  public  officers,  teachers,  nurses, 
policemen.  And  each  month  it  gets  worse.  It  all  started  with  the  50%  cut  in 
revenue  from  sugar  sales  last  year  -  less  foreign  exchange  for  the  country. 
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less  taxes  for  the  government,  less  spending  by  the  consumers,  therefore  less 
import  duties. 

The  devaluation  of  the  Mexican  peso  has  made  matters  worse.  It  is  true  that 
some  Belizeans  have  benefited  in  the  short  term  -  so  long  as  you  can  get  to 
Chetumal  you  stand  to  save  considerable  amounts  of  money  in  shopping  for  your 
needs.  Many  a  Belizean  family  were  able  to  have  the  Merry  Christmas  they 
would  not  have  had  if  the  peso  wasn’t  at  65  to  one  dollar.  But  in  the  long 
run,  we  will  all  suffer  for  this  unexpected  windfall.  Shops  in  Belize,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  North  and  in  Belize  City,  are  not  selling  their  goods.  The 
warehouses  are  full  and  nobody  is  buying.  The  prices  are  too  high  and  people 
have  to  struggle  to  make  ends  meet.  So  the  shops  can’t  pay  their  bills;  they 
are  laying  off  workers,  and  the  importers  have  stopped  importing,  so  the 
government  collects  less  duties,  and  we  are  back  to  where  we  started  -  a  bank¬ 
rupt  government.  What  is  worse,  the  big  Mexican  importers  of  goods  through 
Belize  have  stopped  operations.  This  represented  valuable  foreign  exchange 
being  brought  into  Belize  and  some  handsome  taxes  for  government,  but  now  that 
is  out  too. 

Now  that  the  Christmas  spree  is  over  -  modest  as  it  was,  our  economy  now  finds 
itself  hitting  bottom.  And  what  is  our  government  doing  about  it?  What  hope 
have  they  offered?  In  September  of  last  year  the  P.M.  stated  that  every  coun¬ 
try  is  having  a  hard  time,  and  we  have  to  expect  hard  times  for  the  next  two 
or  three  years.  Is  this  what  we  want  to  hear  from  a  government  that  has 
promised  us  for  30  years  "with  Independence  More  Development?"  Is  this  the 
response  of  a  government  that  feels  responsible  to  the  people  and  that  is 
capable  of  leading  us  to  the  plateau  of  plenty?  The  Minister  of  Finance,  who 
also  happens  to  be  Foreign  Minister  and  Prime  Minister  offers  no  hope,  no  in¬ 
dication  that  his  government  is  concerned  and  searching  for  a  solution.  Yes, 
the  world  economy  is  in  bad-shape,  but  do  we  hear  world  leaders  proclaiming 
that  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  done?  Are  other  leaders  in  the  world  or  in 
our  own  region  sitting  down  with  arms  folded,  with  no  plans,  no  ideas,  no  ini¬ 
tiations,  forecasting  gloom  and  no  hope?  Of  course  not.  Responsible  leaders 
must  search  for  solutions  and  consult  with  the  people  to  keep  them  informed  on 
government’s  efforts  to  remedy  bad  conditions.  The  Belize  government  has  yet. 
to  utter  a  single  word  on  its  plans  to  restore  our  economy  to  good  health  - 
and  the  reason  is  quite  simple:  Belmopan  has  no  plans.  And  they  have  no 
plans  for  the  following  reasons:  First,  the  government  is  paralyzed  by  the 
open  warfare  between  the  so-called  right  and  left  within  the  P.U.P.  We  see  it 
here  in  Belize  City  in  the  City  Council.  The  drains  stink  and  clog;  the  gar¬ 
bage  piles  higher  and  higher;  the  streets  are  crumbling  and  falling  to  pieces, 
and  why?  Lack  of  funds?  Did  they  not  receive  new  garbage  trucks  and  dump 
trucks,  graders,  rollers,  pick-up  trucks  from  their  fairy  god-mothers  in  Bel¬ 
mopan?  Has  not  the  Ministry  of  Works  been  repairing  the  streets  from  the  day 
the  P.U.P.  won  the  City  Council  election?  Yet,  we  see  the  city  crumbling  be¬ 
fore  our  very  eyes.  This  warfare  between  left  and  right  in  the  P.U.P.  is  also 
causing  the  nation  to  crumble  before  our  very  eyes.  Things  are  bad  now,  and 
they  will  get  worse  -  because  the  government  is  paralyzed.  It  cannot  find 
consensus  even  among  ministers,  let  alone  within  the  Party,  and  so  we  drift 
along,  a  boat  without  a  rudder,  trusting  on  Providence  to  keep  us  off  the 
rocks. 
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The  second  reason  why  the  government  has  no  plans  to  remedy  our  crisis 
economic  condition:  The  Ministry  of  Finance  is  hopelessly  unable  to  deal  with 
problems  of  the  magnitude  we  now  face.  The  problems  begin  with  the  Minister, 
who  after  more  than  20  years  on  the  job  still  does  not  understand  what  econom¬ 
ics  is  all  about.  We  can  see  from  the  way  he  manages  his  own  private  life 
that  he  could  never  hope  to  manage  a  nation's  finances.  The  state  of  the 
Prime  Minister's  mansion  on  Pickstock  Street  is  an  exact  model  of  the  state  of 
our  economy,  and  the  Prime  Minister's  plans  for  both  are  the  same:  do  nothing 
and  pray  it  can  stay  standing.  In  fact,  the  entire  structure  of  the  Ministry 
of  Finance  is  in  such  a  sad  state  that  the  U.S.  government  has  insisted  that 
before  it  can  give  Belize  any  financial  aid  under  the  CBI  it  must  send  in  a 
carpenter  to  re-build  the  minstry.  That  is,  the  U.S.  has  put  a  man  in  the 
Belize  Ministry  of  Finance  to  tell  them  how  to  do  their  job.  What  a  disgrace 
that  after  20  years  of  self-government  and  one  year  of  independence  our  gov¬ 
ernment  has  to  be  told  it  doesn't  know  what  it  is  doing.  This  government  has 
been  told  it  can't  be  trusted  to  handle  the  country's  economy,  so  they  must 
employ  a  foreign  export  to  straighten  this  out.  This  to  me  is  one  of  the  most 
explicit  condemnations  of  government  in  recent  times. 

And  let  them  not  try  to  pass  the  blame  unto  the  Public  Officers.  To  under¬ 
stand  why  they  cannot  get  away  with  that  tactic,  we  must  look  at  reason  no.  3 
for  the  government's  failure  to  solve  our  economic  problems:  Over  the  years 
they  have  with  increasing  boldness  and  recklessness  so  crushed  good,  intelli¬ 
gent  and  capable  Public  Officers  that  they  are  now  hard-pressed  to  find  quali¬ 
fied  people  in  the  top  positions.  Instead,  many  top  posts  are  occupied  by  the 
party  faithful  whose  main,  if  not  only,  qualification  is  loyalty  to  the  P.U.P. 
The  result  of  the  Public  Service  have  become  so  demoralized,  so  frustrated, 
that  they  soon  arrive  at  the  sad  conclusion  that  it  is  useless  to  try  to  do  a 
good  job.  So  we  have  the  qualified  who  leave  as  soon  as  they  can,  who  are 
forced  to  mark  time  while  they  wait  for  retirement.  We  have  party  faithful  in 
positions  they  can't  cope  with,  and  we  have  ministers  who  don't  know  what  they 
are  doing  and  usually  don't  care.  Is  it  any  wonder  we  are  in  such  a  mess? 

And  what  is  true  in  the  Ministry  of  Finance  is  true  of  all  the  other  minis¬ 
tries.  We  need  not  mention  the  Ministry  of  Energy  -  responsible  for  electri¬ 
city,  water  telephones.  The  Hon.  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  exposed  that 
Ministry  so  that  we  are  all  aware  of  what  is  going  on  there.  Last  week's 
Reporter  has  confirmed  what  we  have  known  all  along,  but  look  at  the  Ministry 
of  Education  and  Sports,  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Housing. 

-AMANDALA  will  finish  publication  of  this  speech  next  week- 

Part  2 

Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  25  Feb  83  pages  unnumbered 

[Text]  I  often  hear  people  comment  that  at  least  these  two  ministers  are  hard 
workers.  Hard  workers  at  what?  Is  it  their  hard  work  that  has  brought  basket¬ 
ball,  football,  horse  racing,  and  body-building  to  the  brink  of  destruction? 

Is  it  their  hard  work  that  has  caused  teachers  to  miss  their  pay-days?  Is  it 
their  hard  work  that  has  caused  an  almost  total  collapse  of  the  Belize 
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Teachers  College,  where  last  year’s  teacher’s  examinations  showed  disastrous 
results?  Is  it  their  hard  work  why  there  are  no  doctors  in  many  areas  of 
Belize  where  there  is  a  crying  need?  Or  is  it  hard  work  that  has  run  the 
Belize  City  Hospital  into  the  ground?  Everybody  knows  that  it  is  usually 
safer  to  stay  as  far  away  from  the  Hospital  as  possible  when  you  are  ser-* 
iously  ill  or  injured,  because  to  go  there  for  help  is  to  invite  death  to 
your  doot^  Is  it  their  hard  work  that  has  so  many  people  in  Belize  living 
in  sub-housing  conditions?  Is  it  their  hard  work  that  built  those  still  empty 
houses,  "independence  houses”,  at  mile  3  on  the  northern  highway?  Because 
if  all  these  things  are  examples  of  the  hard  work  of  these  ministers,  then 
we  should  consider  ourselves  lucky  that  the  other  ministers  don^t  do  any  work. 
But  everyone  who  stops  to  think  about  it  can  see  that  these  so-called  "hard¬ 
working"  ministers  are  hard  at  work  on  only  one. thing:  spreading  their 
ideology,  working  to  take  over  the  P.tf.P.j  securing  their  positions  in  their 
dreamed  of  "progressive  revolution.’  And  in  the  meantime  people  suffer,  the 
poor  get  poorer,  and  homeless  grow  in  numbers,  the  jobless  grow  in  numbers, 
the  victimized  run  away,  preventable  diseases  spread,  and  the  quality  of  edu¬ 
cation  declines.  This  is  why  I  said  earlier  that  we  want  action,  not  speeches 
and  it  is  clear  that  the  P.U.P.  are  experts  at  deluging  us  with  speeches, 
seminars,  ideology  and  slogans,  but  they  are  very  short  on  the  action  we  need 
to  rescue  our  situation. 

Is  there  hope  for  Belize?  Can  the  U.D.P.  do  better?  It  is  easy  to  criticize, 
but  we  stand  here  before  you  not  as  the  Opposition  Party--we  are  here  to 
present  our  Party  to  you  as  the  alternative  to  the  P.U.P. — ^we  stand  here 
at  the  beginning  of  a  struggle  to  become  the  next  government  of  Belize.  So 
what  do  we  represent,  why  should  you  support  us,  what  have  we  got  to  offer 
Belize  that  will  bring  about  a  change  for  the  better?  I  cannot  in  one  speech 
unfold  the  entire  plan  of  action  of  a  U.D.P.  government  but  as  we  carry  on 
this  fight  together  we  will  deal  with  each  and  every  aspect  of  UDP  policy  and 
plans.  But  for  tonight  let  me  just  point  the  direction  in  which  we  are  going, 
so  that  together  we  can  travel  to  victory. 

It  is  clear  that  a  new  government,  a  U.D.P.  government,  must  revise  the  prior¬ 
ities  that  have  been  set  by  the  P.U.P.  It  is  clear  that  we  must  adopt  new 
policies  in  all  areas,  and  particularly  in  the  areas  of  agriculture,  tourism, 
and  public  works.  The  cold  fact  of  life  is  that  small  poof  countries  who 
depend  on  agriculture  as  their  main  source  of  foreign  income  remain  forever 
poor,  and  in  fact  get  poorer  every  year.  Our  government  must  know  this — 
they  are  frequently  heard  to  lament  that  the  price  we  get  for  our  sugar,  rice, 
beans,  or  corn  on  the  world  market  is  too  low  and  unfair.  So  it  is,  but  we 
have  no  say  in  setting  prices,  so  we  can  cry  foul  all  we  want,  but  it  won’t 
make  us  any  richer.  It  is  time  we  recognize  that  the  real  value  of  agri¬ 
culture  efforts  in  Belize  is  to  be  found  in  producing  to  feed  ourselves. 

Don’t  export  rice  to  import  chicken.  We  lose  on  a  deal  like  that  every  time. 
But  if  a  policy  of  producing  food  sufficient  for  ourselves  is  to  work,  we 
need  a  Marketing  Board  that  is  that  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name.  Right  now 
the  Marketing  Board  is  in  the  milk  import  business,  sugar  business,  grain 
business,  and  it  is  bankrupt.  We  want  a  Marketing  Board  that  is  in  the  plan¬ 
ning  business,  the  storage  business,  and  the  distribution  business.  We  need 
farmers  that  are  successful  and  secure — even  well  off.  If  the  farmer  is  one 


of  the  most  important  people  in  Belize,  how  come  he  is  among  the  poorest, 
most  neglected,  most  cheated  members  of  our  society?  We  can’t  feed  ourselves 
because  we  keep  our  farmers  poor  and  we  expect  them  to  clear,  plant,  harvest, 
transport,  store,  and  sell  what  they  produce  with  no  help  from  government. 

The  government  has  for  some  time  been  creating  a  myth  that  Belize  lacks  farm¬ 
ers,  that  we  don’t  have  people  interested  in  agriculture  because  of  colonialism 
and  slavery.  And  some  people  believe  this  myth.  The  fact  is  we  have  about 
12,000  farmers  in  Belize — 1/5  of  the  total  adult  population,  almost  1/2  the 
total  adult  male  population.  We  don’t  lack  for  farmers — ^we  need  better  plan¬ 
ning  and  better  marketing  for  our  farmers.  This  must  be  our  policy.  Lack  of 
planning  has  up  to  now  led  to  disaster  and  even  bankruptcy  for  many  farmers. 

In  Toledo  the  poor  farmers  plant  corn  because  the  government  says  plant  more 
corn — then  they  find  the  Marketing  Board  has  no  money  to  buy  corn  and  no 
place  to  store  it — so  the  farmers  is  left  empty-handed.  The  government  says 
plant  more  rice,  so  the  farmers  plant  more  rice — and  the  same  thing  happens — 
sorry,  no  money.  Plant  more  beans — same  story.  In  Cayo — plant  peanuts — now 
the  farmers  are  stuck  with  tons  of  peanuts;  they  have  to  try  to  hustle  on  the 
streets  of  Belize  City  because  the  government  had  no  plan  for  the  peanuts . 
Cattle,  pig,  and  poultry  producers  have  been  ruined  over  and  over  due  to  lack 
of  government  planning.  Farmers  have  been  stuck  with  rotting  tomatoes, 
cabbages,  pappers,  while  we  foolishly  continue  to  import  these  items — and 
we  will  continue  with  this  madness  so  long  as  we  do  not  have  a  proper  planning 
system,  and  a  proper  distribution  system.  In  the  meantime  our  farmers  grow 
poor,  lose  their  farms,  and  are  pushed  by  government  into  giving  up  farming 
altogether.  The  U.D.P.  government  will  provide  the  farmer  with  the  encourage¬ 
ment  and  security  he  must  have  to  produce.  Government  and  the  private  sector 
working  as  a  team  will  solve  the  marketing  and  distribution  problem.  The 
U.D.P.  will  make  Belize  self-sufficient  in  basic  food-stuff s.  That  is  a 
clear  commitment  and  we  intend  to  live  up  to  it. 

On  a  list  of  10  the  P.U.P.  have  placed  tourism  in  number  7  position.  Because 
they  fear  tourism,  they  rightly  do  not  trust  their  own  ability  to  develop  the 
tourist  industry  to  the  benefit  of  Belize  and  Belizear.  It  is  true  that  with¬ 
out  honest  planning  tourism  can  destroy  a  people’s  culture  and  make  them 
second  class  citizens  in  their  own  country.  Because  of  our  government’s 
neglect,  this  is  happening  right  now  in  San  Pedro,  Ambergris  Caye — our  major 
tourist  spot.  But  it  need  hot  happen.  The  United  States  has  one  of  the 
largest  tourist  industries  in  the  world,  but  it  is  an  industry  run  by 
Americans,  for  Americans.  They  are  certainly  not  second  class  citizens.  The 
same  can  be  said  for  Mexico  and  the  European  countries.  A  well  run  tourist 
industry  that  protects  Belize  and  Belizeans  can  easily  outstrip  the  sugar  in¬ 
dustry  in  a  matter  of  a  few  years.  As  a  short  term  money  earner,  job  maker, 
nothing  beats  tourism.  We  must  shake  off  our  feelings  of  inferiority  and  be 
bold  in  establishing  a  tourism  industry  that  will  work  for  the  good  of  all 
Belizeans . 

But  agriculture  is  hampered,  tourism  is  hampered  by  a  misguided  government 
that  has  for  too  long  failed  to  give  the  proper  priority  to  our  road  system, 
our  electricity  system,  our  water  system,  our  telephone  system,  our  transporta¬ 
tion  system.  No  matter  how  well  managed  and  well  planned  any  growth  industry 
may  be  in  Belize,  everything  comes  to  a  screeching  halt  because  of  our 


backwardness  in  these  things.  The  smallest  business  is  put  out  of  action  be¬ 
cause  there  is  no  electricity,  or  no  water,  or  the  telephone  doesn’^t  work, 
or  you  can^t  go  from  here  to  there  in  a  reasonable  time  or  over  a  desert  road. 
But  that  is  a  topic  too  big  for  tonight.  We  will  save  those  things  for  later. 
But  rest  assured  that  your  Party,  the  UDP,  is  planning,  building,  organizing— 
we  will  not  come  to  ask  you  to  vote  for  us  just  because  you  love  us.  Our 
people  deserve  better  than  that,  they  need  better  than  that,  they  are  now 
demanding  better  than  that.  You  want  to  know  that  we  of  the  U.D.P.  really 
are  the  real  alternative,  you  want  to  know  we  can  do  better  not  only  because 
we  promise  to  do  better,  but  because  we  have  the  down  to  earth  concrete, 
workable  solutions. 

While  others  fight  over  ideology  and  try  to  woo  you  with  nice  sounding  words 
like  social  justice,  equality,  solidarity,  words,  words,  words — know  one 
thing.  The  U.D.P. ,  is, Belizean,  for  Belizeans.  Our  care  and  our  concern  for 
the  poor,  the  oppressed,  the  victimized,  the  voiceless  is  not  defined  by 
theories  in  a  book.  We  believe  in  action,  and  as  I  leave  you  tonight,  that 
is  our  pledge.  The  U.D.P.  is  fighting  back — ^we  believe  in  results,  and  we 
will  get  you  those  results.  Together,  we  will  win  this  long  fight  for  a 
better  Belize.  Join  hands  with  us,  let  us  not  mourn  the  past  to  curse  the 
present.  The  future  is  ours — let  us  unite  to  create  a  better  future — let  us 
plan,  let  us  discuss,  let  us  work,  let  us  win. 
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CHURCH  MAKES  BROAD  PROPOSALS  FOR  GOVERNMENT  SOCIAL  ACTIONS 


Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE 
[Text] 

The  AME  Church  has 
produced  a  hard  hitting 
report  making  far-reach¬ 
ing  recommendations  on 
political  and  social  life  in 
Bermuda. 

The  documents,  tabled  at 
last  week’s  Bermuda  Annual 
Conference  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  included  rec¬ 
ommendations  that: 

■  Government  make  public 
a  detailed  account  of  the 
events  surrounding  the  re¬ 
call  of  former  Governor  of 
Bermuda,  Sir  Richard 
Posnett,  and  his  subsequent 
resignation.  If  it  did  not,  the 
Foreign  and  Commonwealth 
Office  in  London  should 
make^  the  facts  public; 

■  Every  Bermuda  church 
establish  a  voter  registration 
committee  to  ensure  every 
church  member  is  registered 
—  a  recommendation 
prompted  by  concern  over 
the  February  election  which 
was  called  “at  short  notice”; 

■  The  AME  church  pet  ition 
Government  to  revoke  liquor 
licences  held  by  anyone 
found  guilty  of  serving  al¬ 
cohol  to  minors; 

■  Government  increase  the 
minimum  car  purchasing 
age  from  18  to  21; 


in  English  13  Apr  83  p  3 


M '  Government  pay  less  at¬ 
tention  to  building  luxury 
condominiums  and  concen¬ 
trate  on  filling  the  housing 
needs  of  a  greater  percentage 
of  the  population; - 

■  Youngsters  be  encouraged 
to  train  as  tradesmen  as  well 
as  in  academic  fields; 

■  All  future  housing  de¬ 
velopments  should  be  multi¬ 
storey  and  open  spaces 
should  be  protected  from 
any  future  development. 

On  the  subject  of  drug 
abuse,  the  conference  rec¬ 
ommended  that: 

■  A  drug  rehabilitation 
centre  with  trained  person¬ 
nel  be  set  up; 

■  A  bi-partisan  Drug  Abuse 
Education  Committee  be  es¬ 
tablished  to  provide  advice 
on  ways  to  fight  drug  abuse; 

■  The  public  give  its  full 
support  to  Police  in  their  ef¬ 
fort  to  bring  those  involved 
in  drugs  to  justice; 

■  Pastors  and  lay  workers 
in  each  church  be  trained  to 
deal  with  drug  abusers; 

Government’s  education 
system  was  praised  in  the 
report  and  members  were 
urged  to  make  use  of  recent¬ 
ly  established  Government 
community  schools. 

It  criticised  people  who 
“professed”  to  be  Christians, 
yet  who  drank  socially  and 
who  smoked. 


The  conference’s  State  of 
the  Country  report  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  at  traffic 
congestion  and  recommend¬ 
ed  that  all  populated  parts 
of  the  Island  be  provided 
with  a  regular  bus  or  ferry 
service.  In  particular,  a 
“park  and  ride”  ferry  service 
should  be  established  at  the 
West  End  as  well  as  a  fre¬ 
quent  mini -bus  service  from 
St.  David’s  to  Cut  Road,  St. 
George’s. 

Its  recommendation  that 
the  car  ownership  age  be 
raised  to  21  was  made,  the 
report  said,  to  encourage 
youth  to  devote  more  time  to 
developing  a  career  and  to 
dissuade  them  from  leaving 
home  as  soon  as"  possible  to 
buy  a  car. 

The  retirement  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Cyril  S.  Butterfield,  the 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  Ber¬ 
muda  District  of  the  AME 
Church,  was  announced  at 
last  week’s  conference. 
Bishop  the  Right  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Allen  Hildebrand  ap¬ 
pointed  him  Presiding  Elder 
Emeritus. 

The  Rev.  Conway  Sim¬ 
mons  is  now  Presiding  Elder 
of  the  east-west  district  of 
the  Bermuda  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  The  Rev.  Lawrence 
‘White  is  acting  pastor. 
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INFLATION  LON-^The  annual  rate  of  inflation  dropped  to  6,4  percent  at  the  end 
of  February — the  lowest  since  1978.  Inflation  had  remained  unchanged  at  7.2 
percent  for  the  three  previous  12^onth  periods .  The  monthly  increase  in 
February  was  0.2  percent  as  the  index  rose  to  163.5.  The  Government  Statis¬ 
tical  Department  said  mid-February  pricing  did  not  show  changes  resulting 
from  the  February  25  Budget.  Increases  in  alcohol,  tobacco  and  gasoline 
would  be  reflected  in  the  March  Retail  Price  Index.  In  the  main  sectors  of 
the  index,  fuel  and  power  fell  2.2  percent  in  response  to  fuel  adjustment 
changes  between  January  and  February.  Food  and  education,  recreation  and 
reading  showed  no  change  for  the  month.  Increases  were  recorded  in  tobacco 
and  liquor  C2. 7  percent),  rent  (0.4  percent),  clothing  and  footwear  (0.4 
percent)  household  appliances  and  services  (0.2  percent),  transport  and 
vehicles  QD. 4  percent)  and  health  and  personal  care  (0.3  percent).  [Text] 
[Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  12  Apr  83  pi] 

PLP  YOUTH  GROUP— The  Progressive  Labour  Party  youth  wing  has  started  up  again 
and  will  be  holding  the  first  of  a  series  of  forums  on  today  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
Bermuda  Public  Services  Association  headquarters.  Speakers  will  be:  school 
counsellor  Dr.  Eva  Hodgson,  PLP  Senator  Jennifer  Smith,  environmentalist  Mr. 
Stuart  Hayward  and  headmaster  Mr.  Dale  Butler.  A  spokesman  said  Dr.  Hodgson 
would  be  talking  about  the  history  of  Bermudans  political  development  and 
Senator  Smith  would  discuss  the  parliamentary  process.  Mr.  Ha5rward*s  talk 
would  centre  on  how  the  man  in  the  street  could  be  heard.  Mr  Butler  will 
talk  about  political  education  and  the  importance  of  having  national  heroes. 
The  spokesman  said  the  youth  wing  had  been  "reactivated”  as  a  result  of  the 
party ^s  drubbing  at  the  February  election.  "A  lot  of  young  people  realised 
that  they  had  not  taken  a  more  active  part  in  the  political  process,"  she 
said.  Some  50  people  have  expressed  an  interest  in  joining  the  group,  which 
will  operate  independently  of  the  Opposition  party.  [Text]  [Hamilton  THE 
ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  13  Apr  83  p  5] 

SWAN  IN  CANADA — Premier  the  Hon.  John  Swan  left  Bermuda  yesterday  for  suprise 
talks  in  Ottawa  with  Canadian  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau.  The  Premieres 
hush-hush  trip  also  includes  formal  meetings  with  the  Governor  General  of 
Canada  the  Hon.  Edward  R,  Schreyer;  Mr.  Mark  MacGuigan,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  External  Affairs;  Mr.  Lloyd  Axeworthy,  the  Minister  of  Employment 
and  Immigration  and  Mr.  Gilles  LaMontagne,  Minister  of  National  Defence. 

A  Government  spokeswoman  said  that  the  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  establish 


"personal  contact  with  those  ministers  who  are  involved  in  various  ways  with 
assisting  the  Bermuda  Government".  Mr.  Swan  will  also  be  discussing  housing 
arrangements  for  the  dependants  of  Canadian  forces  personnel  in  Bermuda. 

The  spokeswoman  added  that  Government  has  built  up  a  good  relationship  with 
the  Canadian  public  services  commission,  which  has  arranged  to  second  to 
Bermuda  a  chief  statistician  and  a  manpower  services  and  training  officer. 

The  Canadian  public  services  commission  has  also  assisted  with  the  reorgan¬ 
isation  of  the  Customs  Department.  Unusually  for  such  a  major  trip,  Mr. 
Swanks  visit  was  not  officially  announced  by  Government  until  yesterday. 
Travelling  with  the  Premier  was  Cabinet  Secretary  Mr.  James  Williams.  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  did  not  known. whether  Mr,  Swan  was  accompanied  by  his  personal 
aide  Mr.  Raj  Nadarajah.  [Text]  [Hamilton  THE  ROYAL  GAZETTE  in  English  18  Apr 
83  p  1] 
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MAJORITY  SUPPORT  MONGE  GOVERNMENT'S  ECONOMIC  POLICY 
San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  27  Mar  83  p  4-A 
[Article  by  Eduardo  Amador  H.] 


/Text/  Strong  support  for  President  of  the  Republic  Luis  Alberto  Monge's 
performance  in  office  is  shown  by  the  latest  poll  carried  out  by  the  independent 
firm  Inter-disciplinary  Consultants  in  Development  (CID). 

The  majority  of  Costa  Ricans  approve  of  the  way  in  which  the  Chief  Executive 
has  dealt  with  the  cost  of  living  problem  and  with  the  problems  of  relations 
with  Nicaragua  and  the  Communists. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  generally  believed  that  there  is  little  coordination 
between  Monge  and  either  his  ministers  or  his  deputies. 

The  poll  was  carried  out  between  6  and  15  March  and  is  the  13th  that  CID  has 
conducted.  All  told,  1,065  people  18  years  of  age  or  older  were  interviewed. 

Of  these,  535  live  in  the  metropolitan  area  arid  530  in  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  former  includes  the  area  from  Paraiso  and  El  Tejar  in  the  east  to  Alajuela 
in  the  west  and  Aserri  in  the  south,  as  well  as  the  cantons  of  Heredia 
Province  in  the  north.  The  report  contains  both  nationwide  data  and  data 
relating  to  each  of  the  two  large  geographic  areas  mentioned. 

The  poll  was  carried  out  using  the  :methpd  of  combining  samples  by  strata  with 
samples  by  phase.  Jt  is  estimated  that  there  is  a  margin  of  error  of  4.5 
percentage  points,  in  the  results.  This  means  that  any  figure  cited  could  be 
too  high  or  top  low  to  that  ex:tent,  as  compared  with  the  results  if  all  Costa 
Ricans  had  been  interyiewed. 

This  margin  takes  into  account  only  errors  in  the  S-ample^^  not  other  difficulties 
that  id-ght  have  arisen  in  the  preparation  and  development  of  the  poll. 

CID  is  a  firm  associated  with  the  international  firm  of  Gallup.  The  inquiry 
was  coordinated  by  Dr  Carlos  .Denton  and  Olda  Maria  Acuna. 


Favorable 


Spirie  53  percent  of  the  people  Interylewted  cons,! de;r  that  President  IJpnge's: 
gpyernnent,  which  ^jras  elected  on  7  February'  1982,,  is.  doing  a  good  or  very  good 
job  of  discharging  its  responsibilities,  after  9  months  in  office. 

In  July  1982,  only  24  percent  of  those  interviewed  at  that  time  praised  the 
work  done  by  the  then  new  head  of  state. 

Already  last  November,  46  percent  expressed  a  favorable  opinion  of  the 
president's  conduct  of  affairs,  and  in  March  the  percentage  of  statements 
favorable  to  Monge  rose  by  seven  points. 

The  first  CID  poll  was  carried  out  in  March  1979.  It  covered  only  the  metropol¬ 
itan  area.  At  that  time,  the  government  of  Rodrigo  Carazo  had  been  in  office 
only  9  months. 

When  people  were  asked  on  that  occasion  to  comment  on  the  job  done  by  Carazo, 

31  percent  considered  it  as  positive. 

Already  at  that  time,  25  percent  of  those  interviewed  considered  Carazo 's 
conduct  in  office  as  bad  or  very  bad.  Today,  only  8  percent  have  such  an 
opinion  of  Carazo' s  work. 

Cost  of  Living 

With  regard  to  management  of  the  cost  of  living  problem,  the  present  administra¬ 
tion  has  gained  4  points,  as  compared  with  the  last  previous  poll. 

In  all,  some  42  percent  of  those  interviewed  believe  that  the  government  has 
done  a  good  job  in  this  field,  as  against  some  12  percent  who  think  it  has 
done  badly  or  very  badly.  Some  41  percent  consider  its  work  average. 

In  the  March  1979  poll,  only  13  percent  thought  that  the  Carazo  government  was 
managing  the  cost  of  living  problem  well,  and  some  55  percent  thought  it  was 
doing  badly  or  very  badly. 

Coordination 

As  shown  by  both  the  March  and  December  ppHa,  the  weakest  point  in  the 
present  administration's  conduct  of  affairs  has  to  do  with  coordination  between 
Monge  and  his  mlAlaters  and  deputies , 

Whereas  last  Noyej5b.er  37  percent  pf  the  people  polled  said  that  there  was  a 
lot  of  coordination,  now  only  24  percent  think.  so-> 

On  the  same  occasion,  52  percent  believed  that  there  was  little  coordination. 

In  the  last  poll,  21  percent  held  this  opinion. 

Also  at  that  time,  it  was  determined  that  25  percent  of  those  interviewed 
thought  there  was  no  coordination  at  all,  and  a  few  made  no  comment  because 
they  did  not  know  enough  about  the  subject. 


U8 


During  the  election  campaign,  as  will  be  recalled,  the  then  candidate  Luts 
Alberto  Monge  appealed  strongly  to  the  electorate  to  elect  the  maximinn  number 
of  deputies  from  his  party  in  order  to  facilitate  team  work. 

Costa  Ricans  heeded  his  appeal  and  elected  33  National  Liberation  Party 
deputies.  Nevertheless,  after  they  had  been  installed  in  office,  probiems 
arose  within  the  group,  and  subsequently  the  government  revealed  differences 
of  opinion  between  the  executive  and  legislative  branches. 

Similarly,  differences  developed  among  ministers  on  such  important  matters  as 
foreign  affairs  and  economic  questions. 


POPULARITY 

Opinion 

R.  Carazo 

L.  A.  Monge 

March  79 

March  83 

Total 

100 

100 

7  11 

24  42 

36  36 

14  6 

11  2 


COST  OF  LIVING 


Opinion 

R.  Carazo 

March  79 

L.  A.  Monge 

March  83 

Total 

100 

100 

Very  good 

1 

9 

Good 

12 

34 

Average 

26 

42 

Bad 

28 

8 

Very  bad 

27 

3 

The  above  table  compares  the  opinlona  , of  those  Interylewed  on  the  work  ,  of  the 
Carazo  and  IJonge  governments  during  their  respective  first  9  months  in  office, 
as  well  as  on  the  way  the  two  governments  managed  the  cost  of  living  problem. 
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POSSIBLE  MARXIST  INFILTRATION  SEEN  IN  'OPEN' 

San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  30  Mar  83  p  4-A 

/Excerp_t/  Vice  Minister  for  Public  Security  Johnny  Campos  yesterday  denounced 
the  possible  infiltration  of  the  Organization  for  National  Emergencies  (OPEN) 
by  Marxist  elements.  Given  this  situation,  he  explained,  an  investigation  of 
the  organization,  which  was  created  under  the  present  administration  to 
provide  civilian  support  for  police  units ,  has  been  initiated.  The  official 
said  that  the  group  bad  been  doing  good  work,  but,  xmfortunately ,  problems  had 
recently  arisen  that  justified  a  review  of  the  situation.  Campos  warned  that, 
if  the  suspicions  were  confirmed,  a  restructuring  of  the  organization  would  be 
carried  out  without  delay,  since  those  who  belonged  to  OPEN  understood  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  OPEN  currently  has  approximately  10,000 
members  in  the  whole  country,  among  them  rpofesslonals ,  workers,  craftsmen  and 
young  students.  Campos  singled  out  for  praise  the  work  that  the  group  did 
during  the  visits  of  U.S.  President  Ronald  Reagan  and  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  the 
preceding  months  of  December  and  March,  respectively.  "We  do  not  want  people 
of  either  the  extreme  Right  or  the  extreme  Left,"  the  vice  minister  said, 
"because  otherwise  the  organization  might  be  concluded  next  week  and  that  at 
that  time  he  could  give  a  more  detailed  report.  Finally,  he  revealed  that 
approximately  300  men  from  the  southern  and  northern  commands  would  guard  the 
borders  in  cooperation  with  the  Rural  Guard. 
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MONGE'S  STAND  ON  REELECTION  REITERATED — In  Quesada  City  yesterday.  President 
of  the  Republic  Luis  Alberto  Monge  reiterated  that  he  does  not  accept  the  idea 
of  changing  Article  132  of  the  Constitution  to  permit  reelection  of  the  presi¬ 
dent.  The  chief  executive  stressed  the  arguments  that  he  had  made  last 
September  when  a  bill  to  this  end  was  presented  to  the  Legislative  Assembly: 
the  rule  is  recent  and  more  time  is  needed  to  determine  whether  or  not  it 
should  be  maintained  in  effect.  The  statements  by  the  head  of  state  were 
made  only  a  few  days  before  the  scheduled  opening  in  this  capital  of  an  office 
to  promote  the  aforesaid  constitutional  change.  Several  government  deputies, 
including  Guido  Granados  (San  Jose) ,  will  be  working  in  this  office,  which 
will  coordinate  activity  throughout  the  country.  The  objective  is  to  collect 
supporters’  signatures  so  that  the  National  Liberation  Party’s  political 
leadership  will  be  pressured  into  backing  the  change.  The  proposal  lacks 
sufficient  votes  for  adoption  by  the  congress.  Opposed  to  it  are  the 
Communists,  Unity  Party  lawmakers  and  seven  members  of  the  Liberation  Party, 
who  have  said  publicly  that  they  are  not  in  agreement  with  it.  If  the  opposition 
persists,  the  initiative  cannot  prosper.  For  his  part,  Bernal  Jimenez  (San 
Jose),  leader  of  the  National  Liberation  Party’s  Parliamentary  contingent, 
has  said  that  "he  supports  President  Monge  with  regard  to  all  activity  that 
might  prejudice  the  political_future._  No  internal  action  should  be  taken 
before_1985 ,’’  he  declared.  _/Tex^/  /San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  20  Mar  83 
p  2-A//  12336 

RADIO  PATROL  VEHICLES  DONATED— The  Government  of  South  Korea  has  given  Costa 
Rica  10  new  radio  patrol  vehicles,,  40  farm  tractors  and  two  scholarships  for 
Studies  in  rural  cojiimvinity  development.  In  making  the  announcement.  Foreign 
Minister  Fernando  Volio  publicly  expressed  his.  thanks  for  the  donation  and 
said  that  he  would  look  for  the  best  way  to  distribute  the  tractors  among 
rural  communities,  especially  among  rural  settlements,  agricultural 
cooperatives,  and  schools  of  agriculture  and  stockraislng.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  present  administration,  Korea  had  donated  an  additional  20  ra4io  patrol 
vehicles,  /Tex^/  /San  Jose  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  21  Mar  83  p  6-A/  12336 


CSO:  3248/665 


51 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


CUBA 


ISLE  OF  YOUTH  FIRST  SECRETARY  DISCIBSES  ACHIEVEMENTS 
Havana  BOHEMIA  in  Spanish  1  Apr  83,  No  13,  pp  44-49 

[Interview  with  Armando  Manresa  Gonzalez,  first  secretary  of  the  party  in 
Isle  of  Youth,  by  Urbano  Fernandez:  "Fruits  of  Today";  date  and  place  not 
specified] 

[Text]  "Instead  of  interviewing  me,  why  don’t  you  tour  the  region  and  talk  to 
the  people?  They  themselves  can  tell  you  what  has  been  done  and  what  is  being 
done."  Those  were  the  words  with  which  Armando  Manresa  Gonzalez,  alternate 
member  of  the  Central  Committee  and  first  secretary  of  the  party  in  the  spe¬ 
cial  municipality  of  Isle  of  Youth,  welcomed  us  when  we  met  with  him  for  the 
first  time. 

We  came  from  Havana  with  the  journalistic  mission  of  reflecting  the  changes 
made  on  the  island  which  in  1978  took  the  well  deserved  name  Isle  of  Youth. 

We  reached  an  agreement  15  minutes  later:  we  would  do  the  interview  and  the 
tour . 

We  did  not  talk  much  about  what  used  to  be  the  Isle  of  Pines  before  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  victory.  Its  history  is  well  known  to  all.  This  territory  of  2,200  square 
kilometers  had  95  percent  of  its  tillable  area  lying  fallow  and  only  produced 
about  600  hectares  of  citrus  and  very  small  quantities  of  other  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables,  basically  for  the  U.S.  market.  Its  only  industrial  production  came 
from  the  marble  quarries  where  the  prisoners  were  forced  to  work. 


The  stagnation  of  the  region  which  had  some  11,000  inhabitants  was  mere  evi¬ 
dent,  if  possible,  than  that  of  the  rest  of  Cuba  and  control  by  U.S.  owners 
was  proportionally  gr’eater .  One  of  them,  Mr  Davis ,  owned  a  third  of  the  is¬ 
land — all  the  south  from  coast  to  coast. 

[Question]  Comrade  Manresa,  do  you  believe  that  all  the  objectives  pursued 
which  made  the  region  deserving  of  its  new  name  in  1978  because  of  the  work 
deployed  are  already  fulfilled? 

[Answer]  To  say  that  all  the  objectives  are  fulfilled  would  be  denying  all 
that  is  left  for  us  to  do.  Naturally,  giving  the  name  Isle  of  Youth  to  the 
region  was  recognition  of  this  task  of  the  youth,  the  effort  and  self-denial 
of  our  youths  who  came  here  unconditionally  to  give  their  all  to  achieve  those 
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objectives.  The  name  meant  a  still  greater  conmitraent.  The  fact  that  we  can 
achieve  much  better  results  than  planned  is  due  to  the  people  here. 

It  is  necessary  to  say  that  the  main  objective  in  transforming  this  territory 
was  to  develop  a  great  citrus  production  plan— mainly  grapefruit — to  change 
the  geography  of  the  island  and  convert  it  into  a  productive  territory  of  our 
country.  It  was  necessary  to  start  practically  from  zero  because  there  was 
nothing  here. 

Manresa  then  explained  that,  in  crder  to  achieve  this  citrus  development  plan, 
it  was  necessary  to  build  dams,  roads,  highways  and  services  of  every  type. 

Such  an  unpopulated  region  did  not  have  the  necessary  work  force  eitha^.  He 
r^ ailed  how  these  tasks  began  to  be  carried  out  in  1966  "with  the  mobiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  Youth  Columns  of  the  UJC  [Union  of  Young  Communists]  which  were  a 
decisive  force  that  guaranteed  the  creation  of  the  bases  fcr  all  the  future 
development . 

’’The  construction  program  for  intermediate  schools  in  the  countryside  consoli¬ 
dated  this  agricultural-livestock  developnent  with  a  minimal  work  force  and 
made  it  possible  to  develop  a  pro^am  of  internationalist  aid  in  our  territory 
later.  Sane  12,200  students,  basically  from  Africa  and  Nicaragua,  have  already 
come. 

"Also  attracted  by  the  task  and  with  the  ever  present  participation  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  in  all  the  projects  of  the  revolution,  some  citizens  came  to  live  on  the 
island  to  participate  in  its  economic  development.  Settlement  of  all  those 
people,  including  the  students  who  are  practically  permanent  residents  since 
they  live  here  all  year,  brought  other  problems:  a  housing  ccnstruction  pro¬ 
gram,  the  developiiBnt  of  food  services,  public  health,  transportation  and  re¬ 
creational  installations. .. .In  other  words,  in  order  to  achieve  the  initial 
development  program,  we  have  had  to  work  on  all  fronts.  We  cannot  say  that 
all  the  problems  are  resolved  but  we  have  really  worked  to  achieve  the  objec¬ 
tives  presented,  the  plans  outlined.  There  have  already  been  positive  results 
from  the  caasolidaticn  itself  of  those  programs. 

"Returning  to  the  initial  question,  I  believe  that  in  one  aspect  the  island 
has  exceeded  the  original  framework  by  becoming  an  internationalist  Isle  of 
Youth  where  students  from  other  countries  receive  education  with  magnificent 
results  in  education  and  work.  We  never  imagined  such  a  beautiful  and  massive 
result  when  the  possibility  of  changing  the  name  of  this  region  was  announced." 

[^estion]  We  would  like  to  go  into  the  subject  of  the  schools  in  the  country¬ 
side  a  little.  How  many  students  come  to  the  island  now  and  how  do  they  be¬ 
have  in  school  and  work? 

[Answer]  Education  has  really  taken  a  leap  on  the  island.  Discipline  and  the 
rates  of  promotion  have  improved.  Last  school  year  was  very  positive  and  this 
year  we  began  a  better  year.  We  now  have  54  schools  in  the  countryside  for 
intermediate  education  with  sane  15,000  national  students,  mainly  from  the 
eastern  provinces,  and  12,200  foreigners  from  10  countries. 
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We  really  feel  very  satisfied  and  proud  of  our  students'  work  in  the  citrus 
harvest.  Some  years  ago  it  was  necessary  to  mobilize  the  population  and  the 
harvests  were  half  what  they  are  now.  Now  our  students  completely  guarantee 
the  harvest.  This  does  not  mean  all  the  students,  only  the  best;  the  best 
brigades  in  each  school  go  to  the  harvest.  That  has  permitted  something  very 
important  that  will  yield  great  results  in  the  future.  It  has  been  possible 
for  another  large  group  of  students  to  give  simultaneous  attention  to  the  ci¬ 
trus  fields.  That  did  not  happen  years  ago.  In  1982,  we  ended  the  harvest 
in  December  with  all  the  fields  clean  and  fertilized  and  for  the  first  time  we 
began  the  irrigation  campaign  in  the  middle  of  November.  We  had  January  left 
to  improve  our  work.  The  students  have  made  a  tremendous  response  and  we  feel 
very  proud  of  them. 

[Question]  What  has  been  achieved  until  now  in  the  basic  production  of  the  is¬ 
land,  citrus,  and  what  are  the  prospects? 

[Answer]  Very  serious  work  was  done  in  1980  to  determine  what  citrus  areas  we 
had.  Some  were  in  very  poor  condition  because  of  inadequate  soil,  shallow 
soil  or  insufficient  irrigation.  We  worked  to  see  if  vie  could  recover  those 
fields  but  reality  demonstrated  that  the  best  thing  was  not  to  spend  one  cen¬ 
tavo  more  on  them  because  they  vere  not  going  to  yield  anything.  This  was 
influenced  by  the  fact  that  when  the  plan  began,  there  were  no  technical  and 
scientific  soil  studies  and  some  unsuitable  areas  were  sown. 

Now  we  have  13,000  hectares  sown  with  7»500  under  irrigation.  In  the  last  3 
years,  the  policy  we  have  followed  is,  first,  to  give  better  attention  to  the 
fields  we  have,  give  them  optimum  cultivation.  We  work  not  to  sow  more  areas 
but  to  replant  what  we  have  and  guarantee  this  work.  We  might  have  a  hectare 
that  can  contain  so  many  plants  but  how  many  does  it  really  have?  Very  seri¬ 
ous  work  has  been  done.  They  have  gone  from  field  to  field  and  counted  plant 
by  plant.  This  has  taken  a  year.  In  1981  we  resowed  so  many  plants  that  it 
was  as  if  we  had  sown  more  than  1,100  new  hectares.  The  majority  were  in 
places  that  already  have  irrigation  systems,  highways,  wind-breaks,  schools 
and  guaranteed  work  forces.  We  think  that  the  right  thing  now  is  to  continue 
in  this  direction:  to  take  good  care  of  the  fields  we  have.  Instead  of  5 
tons  per  hectare,  they  will  yield  15  or  20  tons.  Last  year  we  obtained  more 
than  14  tons  per  hectare  compared  to  5.5  in  1979.  Now  we  do  much  mere  with 
much  less. 

Naturally,  we  plan  to  continue  developing  and  to  have  some  26,800  hectares 
sown  by  1990  or  1995.  This  figure  is  based  on  a  study  made  by  a  committee  of 
Soviet  and  Cuban  specialists  to  determine  all  suitable  land.  They  also  drew 
up  new  technology  that  guarantees  citrus  production  through  an  antierosion 
agricultural  technology  that  makes  it  possible  to  recover  eroded  land  as  we 
use  it. 

The  first  secretary  of  the  party  in  that  region  then  gave  figures  and  talked 
to  us  about  the  1980  harvest  when  more  than  1  million  quintals  (more  than 
54,000  tons)  were  produced  for  the  first  time.  He  talked  about  the  2  million 
quintals  produced  in  1981  and  the  present  harvest.  Although  it  is  lower  than 
last  year,  it  is  still  large.  Exports  are  close  to  the  record  harvest  of  1981 
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in  spite  of  the  extensive  drought  of  the  past  2  years  that  dried  up  the  dams. 

It  was  necessary  to  suspend  irrigation  in  April  1981  during  full  flower.  "We 
think  now,  with  the  dams  full  again  and  considering  the  condition  of  our 
plants  after  the  harvest — it  seems  as  if  they  inject  life  into  them — 1983  will 
be  a  record  year  for  fruit,  better  than  1981.  We  say  this  optimistically." 
Manresa  emphasized  that  not  only  the  increased  production  volumes  but  the  in¬ 
creased  quality  of  the  fruit  have  been  important  since,  in  recent  years,  90 
percent  has  been  of  exportable  quality. 

We  asked  about  that  vital  problem,  water.  We  learned  that  there  are  now  16 
dams — large,  medium  and  small — on  the  island  with  a  capacity  of  more  than  200 
million  cubic  meters.  They  continue  working  to  reach  the  300  million  cubic 
meters  needed  to  meet  all  the  needs.  We  then  asked  about  the  citrus  industry. 

"Naturally,  citrus  requires  industry  to  process  the  fruit,  in  our  case  with  a 
large  percentage  used  for  exports.  Industry  is  also  needed  to  use  what  is 
not  good  enough  for  fresh  fruit  to  produce  juice,  candy  and  essential  oils.... 
An  adequate  infrastructure  is  also  needed:  highways,  roads,  cold  storage  and 
ports  for  shipment.  In  1981  we  faced  problems  with  packaging,  breakdowns  and 
interruptions  that  affected  the  flow  of  the  harvest.  Our  technicians  took  on 
the  task  of  ccnstructing  the  equipment  right  here  with  a  technology  that  has 
yielded  very  good  results.  The  packaging  was  changed,  production  lines  have 
been  expanded  and  working  conditions  have  improved.  You  should  see  how  effi¬ 
ciently  they  function  now. 

"But  experience  has  demonstrated  to  us  that  it  is  not  just  a  problem  of  equip¬ 
ment  but  also  the  men  who  operate  that  equipment,  their  awareness  and  their 
enthusiasm.  Through  a  million  movement,  they  have  achieved  high  increases  in 
productivity.  It  is  a  mass  ..emulation  that  has  caught  on  extraordinarily  well 
among  the  workers  and  the  students.  Everyone  participates  and  knows  his  part 
in  this  million  movement.  I  think  the  success  lies  precisely  in  this.  Produc¬ 
tion  records  have  been  achieved  that  are  real  labor  feats." 

[Question]  How  is  the  island  progressing  in  other  agjr’icultural  and  livestock 
production? 

[Answer]  Far  from  being  a  burden  for  the  country  as  it  was  in  tte  past,  the 
island  today  is  a  territory  that  supplies  its  own  basic  products  like  milk, 
beef,  poultry,  pork,  vegetables  and  produce. .. .In  our  local  industries  we  pro¬ 
duced  and  offered  to  the  public  through  the  parallel  market  top  quality  meat 
by-products,  canned  meat  and  fruit,  tomato  paste  and  other  food  products  as 
veil  as  kitchen  utensils,  etc.  We  have  achieved  significant  progress  in  our 
local  industries. 

Manresa  briefly  explained  the  prospects  in  cattle  raising  due  to  the  treed 
quality  achieved  with  high  milk  producers.  The  best  example  is  our  world 
champion  Ubre  Blanca.  He  stated  that  a  milk  complex  will  open  this  year  to 
produce  by-products.  We  also  learned  of  the  increase  in  pork — doubled  in  3 
years — and  the  fattening  center  for  14,000  pigs.  They  are  slaughtered  with 
an  average  weight  of  93  kilograms.  We  heard  about  the  success  achieved  in 
covering  the  complete  life  cycle  of  poultry  on  the  island  from  the  day  the 
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chick  is  born  and  about  future  aspirations  of  incubating  the  eggs  here.  He 
talked  about  the  large  increases  achieved  in  the  production  of  vegetables  and 
produce  and  the  efforts  made  as  well  as  about  the  creation  of  four  cooperatives 
and  the  good  economic  results  obtained  by  them. 

[Question]  What  could  you  tell  us  now  about  ceramics  which  we  know  has  great 
development  in  the  regiai? 

[Answer]  Ceramics  is  a  new  industry  based  on  our  potential.  It  has  a  great 
future  since  we  have  large  reserves  of  the  basic  components  and  we  have  a  nu¬ 
cleus  of  experienced  comrades  who  want  to  work.  There  are  now  10  large  and 
small  factories.  They  are  constructed  in  different  towns  in  order  to  create 
a  source  of  jobs  for  women  and  also  guarantee  that  work  force.  At  II  Con- 
greso  in  Gerona  which  was  constructed  with  the  collaboration  of  the  GDR,  we 
produced  china  for  national  consumpticn  to  reduce  imports.  This  modem  fac¬ 
tory,  opened  in  1980,  should  begin  to  expand  its  production  capacity  this 
year  to  1,500  tons  with  the  installation  of  tunnel  ovens.  With  technology 
from  the  GDR,  we  will  begin  construction  in  1984  of  another  china  factory  to 
produce  3,000  tons.  Through  a  cooperation  agr’eement  with  Czechoslovakia,  the 
existing  one  in  La  Fe  will  be  expanded  to  produce  some  1,000  tons  of  china 
there.  By  the  end  of  this  5-year  period  or  by  1986,  we  will  increase  ceramic 
production  to  some  5,500  tons  of  china  per  year— that  is,  10  times  the  present 
amount. 

[Question]  You  said  at  the  beginning  that  the  development  of  the  island's 
plans,  notable  in  different  productions,  also  brought  other  problems:  con¬ 
struction,  services ....  Could  you  go  into  this? 

[Answer]  This  development  of  agricultural  and  livestock  production  and,  espe¬ 
cially,  education,  this  massive  explosion  of  accelerated  development,  made  it 
necessary  to  create  minimal  conditions  to  assimilate  and  settle  thousands  of 
technicians  for  the  agricultural-livestock  program  and  the  skilled  personnel 
who  take  care  of  school  activities  and  other  sectors.  Now  the  population  of 
Gerona  is  about  35,000  inhabitants,  more  than  three  times  the  population  of 
the  entire  island  before  1959.  There  are  more  than  60,000  permanent  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  Isle  of  Youth,  not  counting  the  students  who  spend  the  entire  year 
here. 

More  than  6,000  housing  units  have  been  constructed.  That  has  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  to  house  this  personnel  although  this  does  not  mean  that  the  housing  pro¬ 
blem  has  been  solved.  In  1982  we  built  600  units;  we  have  some  successes  in 
this  activity.  We  have  used  a  system  in  which  the  microbrigades  prepare  the 
foundation,  the  state  brigades  assemble  the  building  and  the  microbrigades 
finish  it.  Using  this  method,  we  finished  a  four-story  building  with  16 
apartments  in  57  days— our  record.  Assembly  of  the  parts  of  a  Gran  Panel  4 
building  only  requires  20  days.  However,  it  is  not  just  a  matter  of  housing; 
it  is  necessary  to  build  installations,  schools,  dairies,  highways. .. .We  now 
have  sane  5,500  construction  workers  in  all  sectors  on  the  island.  This  gives 
an  idea  of  the  work  done. 
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We  have  also  had  to  develop  a  health  pfograra,  build  polyclinics  and  expand  the 
new  hospital  in  Gerona.  There  were  3  doctors  at  the  time  of  the  revolutionary 
victory;  now  there  are  more  than  100. 

All  this  personnel — agricultural-livestock,  education  and  health  technicians — 
needs  to  be  transported  and  that  means  shops,  more  technicians,  leaders,  dri¬ 
vers....  In  othor*  words,  all  this  development  generates  new  needs  and  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  these  needs  makes  it  possible  for  us  to  continue  developing.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  year  ago  our  newspaper  was  published  twice  a  week;  now  it  is  pub¬ 
lished  daily.  Some  said:  "There  might  not  be  news  for  a  newspaper  every  day." 
Well,  that  has  not  happened  to  us;  everyone  wants  to  publish  his  achievements, 
his  things .... 

[Question]  What  are  the  greatest  difficulties  that  the  island  faces  now? 

[Answer]  There  are  difficulties  but  I  think  one  very  important  thing  has  been 
achieved — the  development  of  an  increasing  awareness  among  all  the  leadership 
cadres  and  workers  that  we  must  solve  our  own  problems.  Each  time  we  need  a 
mechanic,  a  teacher,  a  journalist,  an  engineer  or  a  doctor,  we  must  not  think 
that  we  must  bring  him  in  from  Havana  but  select  among  our  youths  and  send 
them  to  train  or  prepare  ttemselves  right  here.  We  must  solve  everything — 
new  production,  a  part — we  are  capable  of  doing.  We  must  produce  and  work 
without  provincialism  but  for  the  country.  Only  those  problems  that  objective 
realities  determine  to  be  out  of  our  hands  should  be  presented  to  tte  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  country.  We  work  along  that  path.  In  recent  years,  there  has 
been  a  new  awareness  and  the  results  are  already  seen  today. 

He  then  mentioned  existing  difficulties  with  transportation  to  the  rest  of  the 
country  and  the  search  for  solutions  for  total  recreation  for  the  youths. 
Operation  of  the  Kometas  shows  problems  and  an  adequate  terminal  is  needed  in 
Batabano.  On  the  other  hand,  internal  transportation  has  had  successes  with 
the  support  of  the  Havana  terminals  and  by  completely  reconstructing  discarded 
buses  in  the  shops  here.  He  also  spoke  to  us  about  the  installation  of  lights 
at  the  airport  this  year  and  its  expansion  to  receive  night  flights  and  in¬ 
crease  service.  A  shop  to  repair  Kometas  was  constructed.  "We  also  have  dif¬ 
ficulties  with  the  quality  of  sane  services  offered  to  the  people  but  this  is 
being  worked  on  seriously.  We  already  have  a  group  of  units  declared  model 
service  units." 

Concerning  recreation,  he  explained  that  cultural  activities  have  increased 
with  the  celetration  of  cultural  Saturdays,  for  example,  and  sports.  There 
have  been  important  victories  in  kayaking  and  wrestling.  He  also  spoke  about 
the  new  installations  placed  at  the  service  of  recreation  and  the  increase  in 
hiking  and  camping.  "However,  it  is  still  necessary  to  continue  working  in 
this  direction,  seeking  new  solutions  and  initiatives  to  fully  satisfy  this 
situation . " 

[Question]  Befcre  ending,  I  would  like  you  to  tell  us  about  the  work  of  the 
party  during  these  years. 

[Answer]  The  work  of  the  party  has  been  very  important.  There  has  been  a  leap 
in  quality.  Its  ranks  have  doubled  in  recent  years.  We  already  have  more 
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than  3,000  members  in  the  party  and  4,000  in  the  UJC;  there  is  especially  an 
increase  among  workers.  The  methods  and  work  style  have  improved.  Each  tiiiB 
our  role  and  Influence  are  greater  on  the  results  of  the  island.  We  can 
state  that  the  work  of  the  party  is  present  in  the  achievements  and  problems. 
Where  it  was  not  foresighted,  demanding  cr  did  not  point  out  the  necessary 
measures,  the  result  can  be  seen.  Where  it  played  its  role  appropriately, 
the  results  can  be  seoi.  The  direct  tie  with  the  masses  through  mass  organi¬ 
zations  has  improved.  The  union  movement  has  been  strengthened  and  the  CDR 
[Committees  for  the  Defense  of  the  Revolution] ,  the  FMC  [Federation  of  Cuban 
Women]  and  ANAP  [National  Association  of  Small  FartiBrs]  have  improved.  The 
UJC  has  done  better  stable  work.  The  people's  government  has  been  strengthened 
and  the  mechanisms  to  solve  the  problems  of  the  people  have  improved.  There 
is  no  task  in  which  we  have  not  had  the  enthusiastic  and  combative  response  of 
the  workers  and  all  the  people  to  the  call  of  the  party.  We  can  state  that 
our  people  are  more  revolutionary  each  time.  That  is  the  opinion  we  have  of 
the  people  of  the  island. 

The  day  after  the  interview,  we  took  the  promised  tour.  It  was  a  long  trip 
that  lasted  from  morning  until  evening.  We  ware  accompanied  by  the  young  first 
secretary  (39  years  old) ,  farmer  leader  of  the  UJC  and  the  party  in  Havana 
Province,  who  recently  completed  his  third  year  on  the  island.  We  visited  the 
citrus  complex,  the  II  Ccngreso  china  factory,  the  citrus  fields,  the  port, 
the  fishing  complex,  dairies,  fattening  centers,  supermarkets,  the  new  resi¬ 
dential  districts,  the  hospital  in  Gerona,  dams  and  construction  projects. 

We  saw  the  green  citrus  fields  cleared  of  weeds  and  well  cared  fcr,  full  of 
life.  The  harvest  which  yielded  50  tens  per  hectare  in  some  fields  had  just 
ended.  We  saw  the  students  working  in  the  fields,  joking  and  singing.  We  saw 
the  new  buildings  several  stories  high,  finished  or  under  construction,  and 
the  new  town  of  100  houses  in  the  Dos  Rios  district.  We  saw  the  beautiful  F-2 
herd  on  the  island  and  we  met  Ubre  Blanca,  its  very  similar  daughter,  Reina 
Amalia,  and  the  new  calf  on  which  so  many  reproduction  hopes  are  based. 

Everywhere  we  found  signs  of  work:  earth  movement,  excavations,  foundations 
and  walls.  Time  and  again  we  heard  similar  exclamations:  "Manresa,  we  need 
the  crane  to  place  the  roofs."  "You  have  to  come  Saturday  to  the  activity  we 
are  having  fcr  overfulfilling  the  plan."  "We  do  not  have  a  cement  mixer  but 
it  does  not  matter;  we  turn  the  cement  by  hand  here  when  necessary."  We 
talked  with  Felix  Salermo,  the  first  million  packer,  who  did  not  stop  working 
while  he  talked  and  amazed  us  by  his  quick  movements.  We  talked  with  the 
young  hospital  director  to  whom  the  concept  of  islander  means  not  only  when  one 
is  bom  here  but  when  one  ccraes  to  the  region.  We  talked  with  firer  Enrique 
Pou  whom  everyone  calls  "Quique."  In  his  oven  No.  5,  the  technical-eccnomic 
plan  for  the  year  of  906,200  pesos  at  II  Congreso  was  fulfilled  on  7  December. 
We  talked  with  the  Nicaraguan  students  at  Carlos  Fonseca  Amador.  Cuba  and  the 
island  seemed  "very  good"  to  them.  They  said  they  were  best  at  werk,  which 
they  find  easy,  and  study.  We  talked  with  the  workers  of  the  microbrigade  to 
whom  it  seems  natural  to  finish  a  four-story  building  in  57  days:  "Why  not? 
When  you  want  to,  you  can!" 

We  verified  the  justice  of  words  spoken  by  Armando  Manresa  who  came  to  the 
island  fcr  the  first  time  in  1966  to  work  on  "reconstructing  what  was  lost 
and  progressing  much  mere."  "In  these  years,  there  has  been  a  new  awareness; 
today  the  results  can  already  be  seen." 
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LEFTIST  DIM  CRITICIZES  PROPOSED  LABOR  CONTRACT  ACT 


Bridgetown  THE  NATION  in  English  8  Apr  83  p  7 


[Text] 


JIOSEAU,  Dominica  — 
The  small  left-leaning 
Dominica  Liberation 
Movement  (DLM)  on  Tues¬ 
day  criticised  a  proposed 
Labour  Contract  Act 
which  government  recent¬ 
ly  introduced  in  parlia- 
mentt  saying  that  it  was 
geared  toward  weakening 
the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment.  . 

Under  the  proposed 
Act»  a  ^  non-unionised 
worker  would  be  able  to 
enter  into  a  contract  with 
his  employer,  setting  out 
the  details  of  employment 
which  must  be  prepared 
in  writing  by  the  employer 
not  later  than  14  days 
after  the  employee  starts 
work. 

The  DLM  comments  on 
the  Act,  -  which  will 
receive  its  second  reading 
at  this  month’s  session  of 
parliament,  follow  an  an- 
noimcement  that  govern¬ 
ment  and  trade  union  of¬ 
ficials  were  meeting  to 
discuss  it. 

In  a  statement  the  DLM 
•said:  -’This  proposed 
Labour  Contract  Act  is 
geared  toward  weakening 
the  trade  union  movement 


in  Dominica.” 

It  warned  that,  given 
the  unemployment  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  country,  a 
worker,  if  he  wants  to 
keep  his  job,  will  be  forc¬ 
ed  to  sign  a  contract 
which  does  not  really"; 
serve  his  interest.  i 

_  I 

'Hie  National  Workers  ! 
Union  (NWU)  has  criticis-  i 
ed  the  Contract  Act,  j 
labelling  it  as  counter  pro- 1 
ductive.  '  I 

The  DLM  said  that  i 
under  the  proposed  Act  it  i 
would  be  much  easier  for 
management  to  ”set  one 
worker  against  the  other 
and  in  a  short  time  there 
will  be  no  trade  union 
representation.” 

“The  proposed  Act  is 
therefore  geared  to  make 
Dominica  a  piace  where  cheap 
labour  or  slave  labour  and  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  industrial  peace  are 
used  by  the  government  as  the  j 
basic  incentive  for  attracting 
foreign  investment”,  the  DLM 
add^. 

The  movement  said  that  it  was 
appealing  to  all  workers  to  view 
the  Labour  Contract  Act  serious¬ 
ly  “and  to  see  it  as  a  threat  to  the 
existence  and  development  of  the 
democratic  trade  union  move¬ 
ment,  . . (CANA] 
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BRIEFS 

REVOCATION  OF  UNIONIST’S  POST--Roseau,  Dominica,  Thursday,  (CANA)— The  Dominica 
Government,  citing  conflict  of  interest  has  revoked  the  appointment  of  a  senior 
trade  union  official  on  the  Roseau  City  Council,  less  than  two  months  after 
his  union  had  called  a  strike  among  council  staffers.  Interior  Minister 
Brian  Aleyne,  in  a  letter  to  councillor  and  trade  union  organiser  of  the 
Waterfront  and  Allied  Workers''  Union  (WAWU)  Alick  Gage  said,  that  the  revo¬ 
cation  'became  effective  today.  Mr.  Alleyne  had  earlier  on  written  Mr.  Gage 
seeking  his  resignation  from  the  council,  on  the  grounds  that  his  membership 
in  the  union — bragaining  agent  for  daily  paid  council  workers — constituted  a 
conflict  of  interest.  The  Roseau  City  Council,  now  in  the  process  of  laying 
off  workers  because  of  financial  difficulties,  is  responsible  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  city  and  areas  one  mile  on  either  side  of  the  capital.  Mr. 
Alleyne  said  he  had  been  forced  to  seek  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Gage  after 
reviewing  the  matters  surrounding  the  industrial  dispute  between  the  council 
and  the  union  and  noted  that  the  Mayor,  Gonsalves  Peltier,  "pointed  out  the 
obvious  conflict  of  Interest  existing  in  that  situation".  But  in  a  letter  to 
the  minister  Mr.  Gage  faltly  refused  to  step  down,  saying  that  he  had  not 
violated  any  of  the  provisqons  of  the  City  Council  Act.  [Text]  [Bridgetown 
ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  3] 
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GOVERNMENT  SET  TO  BUY  CANADIAN  HOLIDAY  INN  HOTEL 
Bridgetown  SUNDAY  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  ^10  Apr  83  p  3 

[Text]  St.  George Grenada,  Saturday,  (CANA) — The  Grenada  Government  says 
it  has  reached  agreement  with  the  management  of  Holiday  Inns  of  Canada  to  buy 
their  184-room  hotel  at  Grande  Anse  beach  here. 


A  government  statement  quoted  Tourism  and  Civil  Aviation  Minister  Lyden  Ramd- 
hanny  as  saying  that  the  government  intends  to  reopen  the  island’s  largest 
hotel  by  August  this  year  with  some  64  rooms. 


However,  it  said  that  by 
June  1984,  the  government 
hopes  to  have  the  entire 
complex  of  the  hotel,  which 
was  severely  damaged  by  fire 
in  1981,  fully  operational. 

Speaking  of  the  Govem- 
ment’s  ‘plans  for  tourism 
development,  the  Minister 
said  on  radio  and  television, 
that  the  completion  of  the 
controversial  new  in¬ 
ternational  airport  being  built 
with  Cuban  assistance  at 
Point  Salines  was  vital  to  the 
expansion  of  the  industry. 

Referring  to  American 
suggestions  that  there  was  no' 
need  for  an  international 
airport  in  Grenada  because  of 
the  limited  number  of  hotel 
rooms,  the  Minister  said: 
“Investors  have  told  us  they 
will  pour  not  a  bucket  of 
concrete  for  any  hotel  con¬ 
struction  until  Grenada  gets 
an  international  airport.” 

He  said  that  a  number  of 
local  and  foreign  investors 
had  approached  the  govern¬ 
ment  about  the  construction  of 
new  hotels  and  the  expansion 
of  existing  buildings. 


had  a  role  to  play  in  tourism 
expansion,  adding  -that  two 
150-room  hotels  are  to  be  built 
by  the  state  and  manage  by 
private  operators. 

He  spoke  of  some  aspects  of 
the  tourism  code  which  is 
being  developed.  Under  this 
code,  hotel  buildings  will  not 
be  higher  than  two  storeys  and 
must  not  exceed  150  rooms: 
the  use  of  natural  ventilation 
must  be  considered  during 
construction  to  limit  the 
amount  of  energy  used,  he 
said. 

The  Minister  also  said  that 
the  Government  was  looking 
at  legislation  to  curb  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  possible 
“negative  influences^’  of  the 
industry  into  the  country. 

Mr.  Ramdhanny  disclosed 
that  tourism  offices  were  soon 
to  be  set  up  in  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  as  well  as  Venezuela. 
The  Trinidad  market,  he  said, 
was  vital,  while  the  office  in 
Venezuela  would  service 
South  America.  So  far  offices 
have  been  set  up  in  London,  to 
service  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States. 
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'MIRROR*  EDITORIAL  ASSAILS  PNC,  GOVERNMENT  HANDLING  OF  ECONOMY 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  10  Apr  83  p  2 
[Editorial:  "The  Parallel  Economy"] 

[Text]  The  PNC  regime  is  busily  trying  to  smash  the  parallel  economy  which  is 
a  phenomenon  of  its  own  making.  This  phenomenon  is  actually  a  manifestation 
of  the  expanding  Bourgeoisie  inside  Guyana  despite  the  socialist  rhetoric  de¬ 
claimed  from  the  roof  tops  by  the  regime's  ideologues.  A  glaring  contradic¬ 
tion  between  the  economic  base  and  the  politico-ideological  superstructure 
is  thus  apparent. 

How  can  a  professed  "pro-socialist"  "non-capitalist  "revolutionary"  "anti¬ 
imperialist"  regime  nourish  and  beef-up  the  ranks  of  capitalists?  Including 
imperialists  and  the  pro-imperialist  comprador  bourgeoisie?  Isn't  the  regime 
aware  that  by  increasing  the  ranks  of  these  capitalists  and  petty  capitalists, 
it  it  simultaneously  strengthening  reactionary  bourgeois  ideology,  bourgeois 
forces,  and  pro-imperialist  tendencies?  In  other  words,  it  is  creating  an 
anti-socialist  force  which  if  mobilised  and  orchestrated  will  be  a  perfect 
tool  in  the  hands  of  US  imperialism!  Isn't  the  regime  aware  that  this  is 
exactly  what  is  happening  right  now? 

The  PNC  regime  is  responsible  for  the  dual  economy  and  its  attendant  dual 
market  which  now  obtains  in  Guyana.  While  the  official  economy  stagnates 
however,  the  parellel  economy  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  same 
applies  to  the  official  and  parallel  markets.  This  duality  did  not  exist 
prior  to  1965,  It  has  been  built  up  over  18  tortuous  years  by:  Short  sighted 
PNC  policies,  import  bans,  large  scale  sackings  of  workers,  economic  crises, 
endemic  corruption,  smuggling,  narcotics  trade,  currency  blackmarket,  arbi¬ 
trary  price  controls,  rackets,  political  deals,  swindles,  graft,  scandalous 
super  salaries,  discrimination  and  favouritism. 

The  prime  causes  however  are  3-fold: 

1)  Large  scale  sackings  of  workers  many  of  whom  resort  to  legal  and  illegal 
trading  rather  than  to  agriculture  as  the  regime  desires. 

2)  The  import-ban  policy  with  its  short-circuited  import-substitution  pro¬ 
gramme,  which  generates  and  sustains  the  popular  demand  for  items  removed  by 
the  regime  from  the  official  market. 
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3)  Corruption  in  the  official  distribution  system  which  results  in  commodities 
being  improperly  siphoned  off  the  official  market,  and  into  the  unofficial 
parallel  market  where  prices  and  profits  are  considerably  higher. 

There  is  a  direct  link  between  the  sacking  over  the  recent  years  of  some  20,000 
workers  in  the  public  service  alone  (many  of  whom  failed  to  be  rehired  any¬ 
where)  and  the  bustling  parallel  market  which  is  breeding  petty  bourgeoisie 
like  flies.  This  parallel  market  supplies  banned  items  like: 

Sardines,  onions,  garlic,  split  peas,  blackeye  peas,  cereals,  baby  foods, 
tomato  paste,  butter,  margarine.  Lactogen,  Oval tine,  Milo,  channa,  cooking 
oil,  tinned  meats,  flour,  cheese,  apples  and  grapes,  saltfish,  smoked  herring, 
pig  tails,  saltbeef,  potatoes,  ghee,  confectioneries.  The  stupid  ban  on 
wheat  flour  has  virtually  negatived:-:essentlal  supplies  of  bread,  cakes, 
chow-mein,  vermicelli,  and  macaronis  Items  like  bakes,  roti,  mohanbhog, 
duffs  for  metem,  duplings  for  soups,  etc.,  have  all  been  hit  for  six! 

Consumer  durables  affected  by  either  import-ban,  short-ordering  or  licensing 
and  foreign  exchange  controls,  but  which  are  available  nevertheless  on  the 
parallel  economy  include: 

Stoves,  batteries,  spare  parts,  cloth,  domestic  appliances,  electronic  and 
electrical  equipment  including  video  sets  and  cassettes,  tyres  and  tubes, 
cosmetics,  haberdashery,  books,  stationery,  foot-wear,  paint,  watches,  toilet 
soap,  fire-arms  and  ammunition. 

Since  there  is  a  big  and  growing  demand  for  these  items,  the  traders,  smug¬ 
glers  and  their  shadowy  financiers  are  in  good  business.  They ^are  not  only 
conspicuously  opulent,  but  are  able  to  absorb  heavy  losses  in  customs-police 
swoops  with  a  shrug.  They  can  hire  top-flight  lawyers  and  are  not  unduly 
fazed  by  stiff  fines  or  jail  sentences. 

The  combined  oppressive  impact  on  consumers  of  the  official  market  with  its 
ever  rising  taxation,  and  the  parallel  market  with  its  shocking  prices  is 
devastating.  Living  standards  pltimmet  as  a  consequence,  malnutrition  rises, 
and  the  miserable  official  wage  of  $12.71  per  day  designed  to  be  spent  solely 
on  the  official  market  is  woefully  inadequate.  This  wage  is  often  spent  on 
the  parallel  market  where  prices  are  double  or  treble  and  where  price  ;controls 
are  a  joke. 

The  IMF  in  a  Staff  Report  on  Guyana  (Oct.,  1982)  said. 

"The  parallel  market  which  is  not  recognized  by  government  is  financed  by 
illegal  exports  of  gold  and  diamonds  to  an  estimated  amount  of  $5  million  per 
week  at  an  exchange  rate  ranging  from  G$5  per  US$  to  G$8  per  US$.  Measures 
are  being  taken  to  reduce  the  flow  of  illegal  exports  that  finance  the  un¬ 
official  exchange  market." 

Besides  the  illegal  export  of  gold  and  diamonds,  there  are  other  tricks  to 
the  trade^  which  will  not  be  dealt  with  here.  However,  mention  should  be 
made  of  the  booming  barter  system  across  the  3  frontiers  in  which  possibly  an 
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equal  amount  in  exports  are  involved.  Huge  amounts  of  rice,  sugar,  rum,  cat¬ 
tle  and  marijuana  are  exchanged  for  cash,  credits,  flour,  peas,  other  foods, 
durables  and  spares.  Substantial  pa5nnent  balances  remain  safely  on  the  other 
side  of  the  frontiers  in  banks.  The  Guyana  regime  in  all  of  this,  gets  not 
one  cent  as  revenue  mainly  because  of  the  illegality  of  the  business. 

The  official  price  control  system  is  in  shambles,  having  been  wrecked  by  cer¬ 
tain  distributors,  wholesalers  and  retailers  on  both  markets.  Government  is 
also  culpable  owing  to  its  neglect  and  to  its  failure  to  end  corruption  in 
the  distribution  system.  To  get  around  state  price  controls  and  thus  earn 
bigger  profits,  clever  profiteers  switch  commodities  allocated  to  them  by 
government,  into  the  parallel  market.  Of  course  they  grease  a  ;:.palm  here  and 
a  palm  there,  and  pull  a  few  political  strings  to  make  the  authorities  look  the 
other  way  while  the  consumers  suffer. 
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IMF  PROPOSALS  FOR  DEVALUATION  RESISTED  BY  GOVERNMENT 


Bridgetown  ADVOCATE^NEWS  in  English  8 
[Text!  ^ 

Guyana  is  resisting  a  proposal  from  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  to 
devalue  its  dollar  by  40  per  cent  as  a 
prerequisite  for  obtaining  new  balance  of 
payments  support  from  the  Washington  based 
lending  agency,  “Latin  America  Regional 
Reports/’  a  British  publication,  has  reported. 

An  IMF  team,  which  was  expected  to  be 
accompanied  by  an  official  of  the  World 
Bank,  was  due  to  arrive  in  Georgetown 
Tuesday  for  what  the  weekly  newsletter 
described  as  the  toughest-ever  negotiations 
between  the  Guyana  Government  and  the 
IMF.  '  ' 

Guyana’s  decision  to  re-enter  negotiations 
with  the  IMF,  after  its  failure  to  meet 
ecbnomic  performance  targets  set  under 
three  previous  agreements,  follows  a  wor¬ 
sening  of  Ae  country’s  economic  problems  in 
1982. 

According  to  “Latin  America  Regional 
Reports,”  Guyana  ended  1982  with  an  in¬ 
creased  trade  deficit  of  G$407  million  (G$l.-~ 

33  cents  US)  compared  with  the  previous 
year’s  figure  of  G$302.4  million. 

A  new  agreement  with  the 
IMF,  the  newsletter  says,  will 
allow  Guyana  to  reschedule 
payment  of  its  debt  to  foreign 
aid  agencies.  The  South 
American  state’s  gross  ex- 
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ternal  debt  is  estimated  at 
US$1.35  billion,  or  some 
US$1  700  per  capita. 

-  Vice-President  for 
Economic  Planning  and 
Finance  Desmond  Hoyte,  said 
Guyana's  last  standby 
arrangement  with  the  IMF 
fell  through  last  July  because 
of  the  country’s  inability  to 
meet  specific  performance 
targets. 

As  a  result,  foreign,  lending 
agencies,  which  seek  con- 
sdtancy  services  from  the 
IMF,  were  reluctant  to  lend 
Guyana  additional  funds. 

Guyana’s  severe  foreign 
exchange  shortage,  rooted  in 
declining  revenues  from  key 
exports  rice,  sugar  and 
bauxite,  has  forced  the  Forbes 
Burnham  Government  to 
introduce  a  series  of  austerity 
measures,  including  import 
restrictions,  to  keep  the 
economy  afloat. 

The  Burnham  Government 
has  so  far  made  no  public 
announcement  on  its  latest 
round  of  talks  with  the  IMF 
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BANK  ISSUES  STATEMENT  ON  CARICOM  CLEARING  FACILITY 


Georgetown  SUNDAY  CHRONICLE  in  English  3  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


THEI  Bank  of  Guyana 
yesterday  issued  a 
statement  concerning  the;, 
operations  of  the 
Caricom  Multilateral 
Clearing  Facility. 

The  following  is  the 
statement  in  full; 

“Arising  out.  of  con¬ 
sultations  among 
Governors  of  Caricom 
Central  Banks  and  the 
Managing-Director  of  the 
East  Caribbean 
Currency  Authority, 
transactions  through  the 
Caricom  Multilateral 
Clearing  Facility 
(CMCF)  have  been 
suspended  temporarily.” 

“The  Bank  of  Guyana 
has  confirmed  bilateral 
arrangements  widi  all 
■  Caricom  trading  part¬ 
ners,  and  the  Central 
Bank,  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  as  operating 
agent  of  the  FacUity,  has 
advised  that  all  par¬ 
ticipants  have  arranged 
bilateral  accommodation 
for  transactions  from 
April  1,  1983.  These 


arrangements  are  in¬ 
tended  to  ensure  that 
Caricom  trading 
arrangements  are  not 
disrupted. 

“The  CMCF  was 
established  in  June  1977 
-as  the  mechanism  to  be 
used  by  Caricom 
monetary  authorities  for 
wtthng  trading  trans¬ 
actions.  Its  temporary 
suspension  arises  from 
lthe_  current  imtalance  in 
trade  among'  the  pari 
ticipants.  The  Facility 
with  its  current 
problems  is  scheduled 
for  discussion  at  a 
meeting  to  be  held  in  St 
Kitts  on  April  15,  1983, 
among  the  directors  of 
the  C.M.C.F.  The 
directors  are  the 
Governors  of  the 
Caricom  central  banks 
and  the  Managing 
Director  of  the  East 
Caribbean  Currency 
Authority.  The  chairman 
of  the  C.M.C.F.  is  the 
Governor  of  the  Central 
Bank  of  Trinidad  and 
•Tobago.” 
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OFFICIALS  PLUG  GOVERNMENT,  PRIVATE  SECTOR  COOPERATION 

Hoyte  Address 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Mar  83  p  1 


[Text] 

GOVERNMENT,  and 
the  business  community, 
in  a  war  for  survival 
and  development,  will 
have  to  continually 
refine  their  strategy  and 
concentrate  their  forces 
by  emphasising  their 
points  of  contact  and 
agreement  and*  by 
constantly  expanding 
and  multi]^ying  them. 

While  making  this 
point  yesterday,  Vice- 
President  for  Economic  ‘ 
Planning  and  Finance,  ^ 
Desmond  Hoyte,  told  the  - 
annual  luncheon  of  the 
Georgetown  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Industry 
(GCCI)  that  .  the 
establishment  of-  in¬ 
stitutional  rela  tionships 
between  govemmeht  and 
the  business  commimity 
was  a  necessary 
characteristic  of  a 
niodem  state  and  was 
vital  to  its  proper  fun¬ 
ctioning. 

In  a  packed  ballroom 
of  the  Hotel  Tower,  Cde. 
Hoyte  said  there  were 
now  well-established 
.-monthly  meetings  and 
consultation  between 
government  and  the 
business  community, 
allowing  for  joint  action 
in  resolving  problems 
and  helping  4o  devise 
appropriate  strategies 
and  policies. 


a  "result  of  such  - 
foTums,  Government 
removed  the  eight  per 
cent  consumption  tax  on 
raw  material  imports 
which .  go  into  the 
manufacture  of  goods 
for  export. 

A  decision  was  also  ' 
taken  to  constitute  a 
joint  government- 
business  commanity 
committee  to  work  on 
the  establishment  of  an 
Export  Promotion 
Council  and  an 

Industrial  Development 
Council. 

A  scheme  was  iden¬ 
tified  in  the  national  _ 
budget  for  exporters  to 
use  a  portion  of  their 
export  earnings  to 
purchase  spare  parts 

and  other  inputs. 

Cde.  Hoyte  was 

replying  to  an  address 
given  by  Cde.  Ernest 

Christiani,  who,  until 
yesterday,  was  president 
of  the  City  Chamber  for 
four  consecutive  years. 

Cde.  Wainright 
McKenzie,  who  was 
senior  vice-president, 
was  elected  the  new 
president  of  the 
Chamber  at  its  annual 
general  meeting 
yesterday  morning. 

Vice-President  Hoyte 
said  there  had  been 
vigorous  and  continuing 


debate  between 
government  and  the 
business  community  as 
businessmen  sought  to 
pursue  and  protect  their 
legitimate  interests  and 
activities  in  industry  and 
commerce. 

The  government,  he 
added,  sought  to  manage 
conflicts  and  harmonise 
the  interests  of  all 
competing  forces  within 
the  wider  society. 

“But,'*  Cde.  Hoyte  told 
the  luncheon,  '*both  the 
government  and 
business  commanity 
accept,  as  the  ultimate 
overriding  objective  of 
their  activities,  the 
security,  weU-being  and 
prosperity  of  our 
country,*’ 

Referring  to  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  the 
business  sector  in  the 


preparation  of  the 
budget,  the  Vice- 
President  said  it  was  a 


momentous  development 
in  the  history  of  Guyana, 
with  profound  im¬ 
plications  for  our 

decision-making 
processes  and  the 

management  of  our 
economy. 


He  urged  Guyanese  to 
do  their  own  thinking, 
utilise  their  historical 
experiences  and  build 
upon  their  strengths  to 
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fashion  a  society  and  its  | 
supporting  institutions  | 
agreeably  with  their  i 
objective  realities.  j 

A  toast  was  proposed  < 
V  to  the  luncheon  guests  | 
by  the  new  Cham  ber  ! 


'president,  whil' 
Chancellor  of  the 
Judiciary,  Victor  Crane, 
in  replying  said  the 
private  sector  could 
assist  greatly  in 
Guyana’s  economic 
recovery. 


Intersector  Discussions 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  31  Ear  83  p  1 
[Text] 


REPRESENTATIVES 
of  the  Private  and  Public 
Sectors  met  at  the  Bank 
of  Guyana  boardroom 
yesterday  and  discussed 
a  number  of  govern¬ 
ment’s  fiscal  proposals 
contained  in  this  year's 
National  Budget. 

A  similar  meeting  will 
be  held  today  with 
representatives  of  "  the 
Guyana  Trades  Union 
Congress  (TUC) . 

In  a  statement, 
yesterday  afternoon,  the 
State  Planning 
Secretariat  said  Jh^ 
proposals  outlined  in  the 
budget  were  discussed 
to  help  the  government 
representatives  “to  test 
and  be  advised  on  their 
likely  adequacy 
^Leading  yesterday's 
mscussions  were  officials 
from  the  State  Planning 
Secretariat,  the  Bank  of 


Guyana  and  the  Ministry 
of  Finance.  - 

The  other  participants 
were  from  the  com- ' 
mercial  banks,  the 
Georgetown  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Industry, 
the  Guyana  Manufac- 
'  turers'  Association,  the 
Consultative  Association 
of  Guyanese  Industry, 
the  Insurance 
Association  of  Guyana, 
tile  Mortgage  Finance 
Bank,  the  New  Building 
Society  and  Guystac: 

^  The  purpose  of  the  • 
'ineetiiig  was  to  discuss 
.government’s  draft 
'proposals  with  respect  to 
the  establishment  of 
foreign  exchange  ac¬ 
counts  for  some  ex¬ 
porters  and  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  schemes 
designed  to  stimulate 
savings. 

In  the  case  of  the 
latter,  the  Savings 


schemes  fall  in  the^ 
categories*  of  individual 
retirement  income, 
house  building  or  home 
acquisition,  and  savings 
based  on  deferred 
Incomes, 

In  his  Budget 
statement  to  “  the 
National  Assembly  on 
February  15,  Vice- 
President  Hoyte  had  set 
the  end  of  March  as  the 
target  date  for  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  new 
procedures  and 
initiatives.  - 

The  discussions  ,  the 
State  Planning 
Secretariat  said 
yesterday  afternoon, 
should,  be  seen  as.  a 
‘continuation  of  the.  pre- 
budget  consultations 
which  are  likely  to  be 
formalised  later  this 
year'.  (GNA) 
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PPP  STATEMENT  HITS  U.S, -BACKED  *  INVASION*  OF  NICARAGUA 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  27  Mar  83  p  1 

[Text]  The  People*s  Progressive  Party  notes  with  grave  disquiet  that  the 
long-planned  invasion  of  Nicaragua  by  mercenaries  orchestrated,  engineered 
and  financed  by  US  imperialism  working  in  collaboration  with  the  reactionary 
Honduran  regime,  Honduras  in  fact  has  also  hired  itself  out  for  Central 
America,  like  Israel  in  the  Middle  East  and  South  Africa  in  Southern  Africa, 
as  a  mercenary  and  gendarme  to  US  imperialism  in  its  aggressive  war  against 
Nicaragua,  The  USA  has  not  reconciled  itself  to  the  ouster  and  execution 
of  its  Nicaraguan  puppet,  Anastasio  Somoza.  So  said  the  Party  in  a  week¬ 
end  press  statement  which  continues: — 

The  invasion  forces  are  actively  seeking  to  establish  a  base  zone  on 
Nicaraguan  territory,  and  are  some  50  miles  from  the  capital,  Managua.  The 
core  of  this  counter-revolutionary  force  consists  of  bands  of  CIA-trained 
former  Somoza  cut-throats,  reactionary  rightwing  elements,  and  new  butchers 
of  the  revolutionary  Nicaraguan  people. 

Honduras  has  willingly  given  its  territory  to  the  USA  for  the  training  of 
counter-revolutionary  bandit  forces,  and  has  placed  thousands  of  its  own 
regular  troops  along  the  frontier  which  in  itself  is  an  act  of  direct  hostil¬ 
ity  to  the  Nicaraguan  government.  These  troops  are  a  manace,  in  that  they 
serve  to  prevent  hot  pursuit  of  Nicaraguan  counter-revolutionary  bandit  gangs 
by  Nicaraguan  government  forces  and  also  serve  to  pin  down  large  numbers  of 
Nicaraguan  regular  troops,  thus  preventing  them  from  being  used  against  the 
counter-revolutionaries . 

Counter-Revolution  Intensified 

The  PPP  rejects  the  assertions  by  the  US  government  and  the  Honduran  govern¬ 
ment  that  they  are  not  planning  to  overthrow  the  Nicaraguan  government  by  mil¬ 
itary  means,  and  deems  those  denials  as  sheer  hyprocrisy.  Since  Ronald  Reagan 
came  to  power  in  1980,  he  has  considerably  intensified  the  US  imperialist 
campaign  of  exporting  counter-revolution.  He  has  already  pronounced  savagely 
against  people's  revolutions,  national  liberation  struggles  and  Marxism. 

On  February  24,  1982  in  an  address  to  the  Organisation  of  American  States, 
he  had  pointed  out  that  Nicaragua  and  Grenada  were  under  the  "tightening  grip 
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”of  the  totalitarian  left.”  On  a  visit  to  Barbados  later  Ikst  year,  he 
charged  that  "Grenada  was  spreading  the  Marxist  virus".  The  notorious  Symms 
Amendment  was  passed  by  the  US  Reagan-^controlled  Senate  in  mid~1982,  empower¬ 
ing  the  US  government  to  use  all  means  available  including  troops  to  "defeat 
the  Cuban  threat"  and  "contain  Marxist-Leninist  subversion  in  the  Region." 

Military  Aid 

In  the  case  of  Nicaragua,  the  gendarme  Honduras  was  given  US$65  million  in 
military  aid.  The  USA  is  constructing  2  naval  bases  in  Honduras  near  the 
Nicaraguan  frontier,  while  3  military  air-strips  and  a  powerful  radar  station 
are  also  being  speeded  up.  Cuban  and  Somoza  exiles  are  being  trained  at  Camps 
in  Florida  for  some  10  para-military  bandit  outfits.  In  1981  the  CIA  pre¬ 
sented  an  8-point  plan  for  the  destabilisation  of  Nicaragua  to  the  US  National 
Security  Sub-^Committee.  US$19  million  were  allocated  for  the  building  of  a 
500-man  interventionist  shock  force  to  be  used  against  Nicaragua. 

The  USA  also  vigorously  fought  against  Nicaragua  receiving  a  seat  on  the  UN 
Security  Council,  but  lost.  This  victory  was  seen  as  a  slap  in  the  face  to 
US  imperialism.  In  an  address  to  the  American  Legion  Convention  on 
February  22,  1983  Ronald  Reagan  declared: 

"We  face  a  special  threat  in  Central  America  where  our  own  national  security 
is  at  risk.  Central  America  is  too  close  to  us,  and  our  strategic  stake  in 
the  Caribbean  Sea  lanes  and  the  Panama  Canal  is  too  great  for  us  to  ignore 
reality . 

"The  spectre  of  Marxist-Leninist  controlled  governments  in  Central  America 
with  ideological  and  political  loyalities  to  Cuba  and  the  Soviet  Union  poses 
a  direct  challenge  to  which  we  must  respond. 

Marxist  Guerillas 

"We  must  ensure  that  the  governments  of  El  Salvador  and  other  Central  American 
countries  can  defend  themselves  against  the  Marxist  guerillas  who  receive 
guns,  training  and  money  through  Cuba  and  Nicaragua.  The  United  States  cannot 
and  will  not  allow  Marxist  terrorism  and  subversion  to  prevail  in  Central 
America . " 

The  PPP  states  categorically  that  Reagan*s  vicious  imperialist  plan  amounts  to 
propping  up  unpopular  regimes  in  the  Region  and  to  toppling  popular  govern¬ 
ments.  This  is  supreme  arrogance  on  the  part  of  the  USA.  Nicaragua,  Grenada 
and  Suriname  are  on  the  firing  line. 

The  PPP  says:  Hands  off  Nicaragua!  No  more  Somoza  regimes  in. this  hemi¬ 
sphere!  People*s  Nicaragua  is  there  forever!  Nicaragua  wants  peaceful  rela¬ 
tions  with  Honduras!  It  is  US  imperialism  which  is  generating  tensions  and 
frict-ons  all  over  the  world! 
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PPP'S  JAGAN  CRITICIZES  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  CO-OP  SYSTEM 
Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Mar  83  p  4 


[Text] 

THE  concept  of'  co¬ 
operative  socialism  is 
unsound  in  theory  and 
practice,  Dr.  Cheddi 
Jagan  stated  yesterday 
during  a  symposium  on 
Co-operativism  in 
Guyana  at  the  Kuru  . 
Kuru  Co-operative 
College.  '  - 

He  made  an~analytic  .. 
review  of  co-operative 
development  in  Guyana 
since  1970,  and  declared 
that  after  a  decade  of 
theory,  it  can  be  said 
that  the  idea  ."■'is  a 
failure.  He  referred  to 
Lenin’s  labelling  of  co¬ 
operative  pioneers, 
Robert  Owen,  and 
others,  as  ‘Utopians’, 
and  accused  the  PNC 
Government  of  being  in 
pursuit  of  such  an 
illusory  dream.  - 

The  Minority  Leader 
was  among-  -three 
panellists  making 
presentations  to  students 
of  Uie  college._  The 


others  Were  Colege 
Principal  Henry  Jeffrey  ’ 
and  W.^  Wallaceton  of 
the  Office  of  the 
President. 

The  PPP  head  likened 
the  first  co-operative, 
set  up  by  Robert  Owen 
in  Prance,  lo  the  efforts 
by  ex-slaves  here  to  own 
and  ^control  the  estate  on 
which  they  lived.  He 
said  that  these  moves 
were  doomed  to  faUure 
because  they  operated 
'  within  a  capitalist 
society. 

Further,  he  said  that 
the  attempt  by  the  PNC 
to  make  the  co-operative 
sector  the  dominant 
sector  of  the  economy 
was  incorrect  Dr.  Jagan 
quoted  Lenin  to  support 
his  premise  that  the  co¬ 
operative  sector  should 
be  complementary  to  the 
dominant  sector,  but 
predominant  in  certain 
areas,  one  such  being 
agriculture. 


Cde  Henry  Jeffrey, 
who  voiced 

disagreement  ^with  Dr. 
Jagan  on  many  issues, 
claimed  that  co- 
operativism  meant 
people  must  be  free  to 
control  their  lives  in  all 
situations  and  this  is 
^p<»sible~  only  throu^ 
the  merging  oF  theory  ' 
and  practice. 

He  charged  that  what 
is  done  In '  Guyana  tc 
push  co-operativism  U 
done  only  at  the  in¬ 
stitutional  and 
theoretical  levels.  But  it 
would  be  wrong  to  say 
that  those  responsible 
are  not  serious  about 
this  concept,  be  said.  He 
added  . that  this 
seriousness  is  evidenced 
by  many  things,  in¬ 
cluding  the  insertion  of 
articles  relating  to  co¬ 
operative  .  development 
in  the  New  Constitution, 
and  the  fact  that  Kuru 
Kuru  College  exists. 


[Editor's  Note:  A  Brief  report  on  Jagan' s  remarks  covering  the  same  major 
points  also  appeared  in  the  PPP  organ  Georgetown  MIRROR  of  27  March  1983,  p  4] 
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AMBASSADOR  TO  BRAZIL  DIES;  'MIRROR’  RAISES  QUESTIONS 


Report  of  Death 


Georgetown  GUYA^TA  CHRONICLE  in  English  1  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


GUYANA^  ambassador 
to  Brazil  Lionel  Samuels 
died  suddenly  early 
yesterday  morning  at  his 
residence  in  Brasilia. 

The  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  which 
received  news  of  Cde 
Samuels^  death,  said  the 
report  reaching 
Georgetown  did  not  state 
the  cause  of  deathr 

Until  late  yesterday 
afternoon,  the  Foreign 
Affairs  Ministry  had 
received  no  further  news 


of  the  circumstances  of 
the  diplomat's  death. 

Cde.  Samuels  who  was 
expected  home  in  April, 
had  been  ^Guyana's 
Ambassador  to  Brazil 
since  1978.  Prior  to 
taking  up  that  ap¬ 
pointment,  he  had  served 
at  Guyana’s  Permanent 
Mission  "Jo  the  United 
Nations,  and  at 
Guyana’s  Mission  in 
Zambia  and  the  United 
Kingdom.* 

_  ;  .  <GNA) 


Burial  in  Brazil 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  7  Apr  83  p  8 


[Text] 


CDE  Lionel  D. 
Samuels,  Guyana's 
Ambassador  to  Brazil 
since  1978  who  died  at 
his  residence  at  Brasilia 
on  March  31,  was  at  his 
widow's  request  buried 
in  Brasilia  on  Good 
Friday,  April  1  last. 
Military  honours  were 
accorded  by  the 
Brazilian  authorities. 

Present  at  the 


ceremony  were  the  late 
Ambassador’s  im¬ 
mediate  family  with 
members  of  staff  of  the 
Guyana  Embassy  in 
Brasilia. 

Also  attending  were 
representatives  and  the 
President  of  the 
Federative  Republic  of 
Brazil,  Sr.  Joao  Baptista 
deOliviera  Figueiredo, 
and  of  the  Brazilian 


Ministry  of  External 
Relations. 

A  mass  in  memory  of 
the  late  Ambassador  was 
held  in  Brasilia 
yesterday  Wednesday 
April  6. 

A  book  of  condolence 
was  opened  at  the 
Guyana  Embassy  in 
Brasilia  ofi  Tuesday  last 
{April  5). 
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^MIRROR'  Suspicions 


Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  10  Apr  83  p  4 


[Text] 

FT  must  appear  strange  thaf 
even  after  a  week  following  tlit 
burial  in  Brasilia  the  lat^ 

Guyanese  Ambassador  lo  Brazil,  ... 

Lionel  Samuela,  neither  local  passport,  docomentf  ud 

foreign  ministry  source*  nor  the  *  mOTey  w|^ 

Brazilian  Embassy  in  Guyana  Boa  Vlfta.  Tht 

could  coimfient  on  the  cause  oi  <>“  ^ho«  headi  a  reward 

death  of  the  diplomat  0*  betwe«  20,000  and  80,000 

cruzieroa  had  been  placedt  made 

Mr,  Samuels  died  on  March  U.S43,000;  G$800, 

31  last  and  was  buried  the  foL  TT$S50  and  an  unspecified  nun 
lowing  day.  He  has  been  Ambaa-  Bolivam 
sador  to  Brazil  since  1978.  . 

Early  last  year  it  was  reported  The  Guyanese  envt^  had^been 
in  the  Brazilian  press  that  Mr.  expected  tq  return  home  during 
Samuels  was  robbed  of  his  dip*  this  months 
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NEW  POLISH  AMBASSADOR  PRESEI^TS  CREDENTIALS  TO  HOYTE 
Georgetown  GUYAl^A  CHRONICLE  in  English  9  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


'MR.  Mierczyslaw 
Woldarek  '  yesterday 
morning  presented  his 
letters  of  credence  as 
Ambassador  Extraor¬ 
dinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Pebpje*s  Republic  of 
Poland,  to  Vipe- 
President  Desmond 
Hoyte. 

In  his  brief  address  the 
Polish  ambassador  spoke 
of  the  friendly  relations 
between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  adding  that  there 
exist  possibilities  for  - 
economic  collaboration, 
as  well  as  cultural  and 
scientific  exchange.  He^ 
pledged  his  intention  to 
“tighten  and  strengthen^ 
relations  for  the 
“reciprocal  benefit”  of 
the  two  countries,  having 
first  affirmed  his 
country’s  commitment  to 
peaceful  co-existence 
and  collaboration  among 
states,  as  pursued- in  its 
foreign  policy. 

In  his  reply,  Vice- 
President  Hoyte  con¬ 
curred  with  the 


Ambassador  on  the  point 
of  promoting  in¬ 
ternational  peace  and  co¬ 
operation  in  accordance 
with^he  United  Nations 
Charter,  urging  the 
peaceful  settlement  of 
disputes. 

The  ,  Vice-President 
voiced  the  country’s 
appreciation  for  recent 
offers  of  technical  co¬ 
operation  made  by  the 
Association  of  Marine 
Engineering  and  Ship¬ 
building  Enterprises  of 


Poland  and  the  afiehc^'Y 
POLSERVICE.  . 


He  explained  that 
Guyana  is  committed  to  i 
a  national  policy  of  co¬ 
operative  socialism  and  i 
as  such  is  committed  to 
the  “^tablishment  and - 
co^ohdation  of  fraternal  : 
relations  ^  with  all 
Socialist  and  peace- 
loving  states.” 


1  Vice-President 
pledged  full  govern¬ 
mental  support  to  the 
Ambassador  and 
welcomed  ,  him  to 
Guyana. 
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CANADA  PROVIDES  ASSISTANCE  TO  MANUFACTURERS,  FISHERMEN 

Financial  Agreement 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  26  Mar  83  p  8 


[Text] 

. .  LOCAL  manstawtarers 
and  whoresalers  will  ' 
benefit  from  a  $14,8 
(CanadaXGfSM  iniltton) 
..financial  agreement  ' 
signed  between  the  > 
Gee ernments  Guyana 
and  Canada  .  yesterday 
morning.  .  > 

..The  a^ecment,  which 
takes  the  form  of.  a  |14 
million  (C)  ($33,8unillioi% 
(G)  loan  and',  a 
memorandum  of  un-' 
derstanding  for  a  grant 
of  1850,000  (C)  (G|2,2M) 

was  signed  by  Vice  . 
President  for  Economic 
Planning  and  Finance 
Desmond  Hoyte  and 
Canadian.  High  Com¬ 
missioner  to  Guyana  . 
Julian  Payne. 

A  press  release  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of 
Eiconomic  Planning  and 
Finance  states  that  the 
loan  will  be  used  by 
.local  manufacturers,  and 
wholesalers  to  purchase 
intermediate  goods, 
forestry  spare  parts, 
inputs  for  the 
agricultural  industry 
and  a  limited  amount  of 
medical  supplies  from 
Canada. 

LEADERSHIP 

The  grant  is  intended 
to  provide  short-term 
economic  assistance  to 


the  locali  mahnfacturlng  ' 
sector  through  the 
financing  of  Associated' 
Canadian  Procurement 
Slices. 

'..Canadian  High  Com¬ 
missioner,  Julian  Payne,'; 
'Mid  the  loan  represents 
a  first,  step  It  in  his  ■ 
country’s  si  short-term, 
economic  assistance 
programme  to  Guyana.  , 

He  pointed  out  that  thfe'. 
agreement  represents 
‘‘one  way  in^  which 
Canada  can  take  a  ' 
leadership  role  in 
assisting  Guyana,”  and 
acknowledged  that  the. 
loan  agreement  is ,  a 
recognition  lof'this 
country’s''  potential  foi 
economic  recovery.  -  ' 

And  in'  an  invited 
comment.  Vice 
President  Hoyte  ,  said;l 
“The  Canadian 

Government  has  been 
one  of  the  most  son- 
sistent  supporters  of 
Guyana  s  economic 
iwovery  programme/’ 

Cde  Hoyte  describee 
the  financial  agreement 
as  unique,  noting  that 
most  aid  donors  tie  in  , 
their  arrangements  with 
countries  after 
provisions  have  been  set 
out  by  the  Internationa] 
Monetary  Fund  (IMF). 


The  present*  : 

agreement  has  been 
made  prior  to  Guyana 
finalising  any  economic 
agreement  with  the 
IMF.  The  basic  purpose 
of  the  financial  project 
is  to  provide  exchange 
and  to  support  the 
economic  action 
programme  agreed  to  by 
the  Guyana  Government 
and  the  World  Bank. 

The  loan  will  be 
distributed)  in  three 
tranches  or  issues. 

The  release  of  funds 
for  disbursement  under 
each  tranche  is  subject 
fa)  the  Guyana  Govern-t 

ment  making 

satisfactory  progress 
towards  implementing 
its  economic  action 
programme  and  in 
achieving  the  conditions 
established  under  the 
loan  agreement,  ex¬ 
plained  the  release. 

The  agreement 
stipulates  that  goods  and 
mSteriais  to  be  procured ,  ^ 
from  Canada  under  the  [ 
loan  will  be  paid  for  by 
Guyanese  importers  in 
Guyana  dollars  which- 
wili  “constitute  coun¬ 
terpart  funds  to  finance 
the  local  costs  of  high 
priority  development 
projects,”  These  funds 
will  be  maintained  in  an  j 
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interest-bearing  account 
in  Gaibank. 

Priority  will  be  given 
to  local  costs  of  projects 
financed  by  the 
Canadian  International 
Development  Agency 
(CIDA).  The  loan,  ac- 
cording  to  the  release, 
win  be  quick  disbursing 
with  purchases 
^scheduled  in  1983  and 
1984.  . 


PROJECTS 

A  steering'  committee, 
composed  of 
representatives  from 
Guyanese  agencies  and 
ministres,  as  well  as  the 
X!anadian  .  iHigh  Com¬ 
mission,  will  recommend 
commodities  from  an 
agreed  list  for 
purchase  after  approval^ 
baa  been  granted  by  the 
Guyana  Government  and 
CIDA. 


In  addition  to  this 
short-term  economic 
assistance  programme, ' 
/Canada  is  currently: 
financing  the  purchase 
of  goods,  equipment  and^ 
'technical  assistance  in 
the  Forestry  and 
Fisheries  section. 
Canada  also  finances  on¬ 
going  projects  in  the 
aviation  sector  as  well 
as  having  recently 
^completed  a  majbr^ 
water  supply^  project  in 
Linden. 


Outboard  Engines 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  8 


[Text] 

GUYANA’S  fishing 
industry  received  sl 
further  boost  on  Tuesday 
when  some  40  outboard  ’ 
engines  were  handed 
over  to  the  Upper  West 
Demerara  Fishermen’s 
Co-operative  Society  at 
Hague,  West  Coast, 
Demerara, 

The  engines  which  are 
part  of  a  second  and  last 
consignment  to  Guyana 
under  a  Canadian 
International  Develop¬ 
ment  Agency  (CIDA) 
line  of  credit,  were 
handed  /over  to  the. 
society  by  First 
Secretary  in  the  ^ 
Canadian  High  Com¬ 
mission,  Mr.  Ron 
Hughes;.  ..  V 


The  two  million-dollar 
line  of  credit  provides 
for  the"  supply  of  the  600 
engines  along^'  with 
spares,  rope  and  twine 
for  the  -manufacture  of 
nets. 

y  The  total  CIDA 
assistance  to  the  fishing 
industry  embodies  the 
•two  miilion-dollar  line  of 
credit,  putting  on-shore 
infrastructure  which 
includes  providing 
ramps,  freezing  units, 
fuel  dumps  and  insulated 
trucks  and  a  by-catch 
study. 

Chief  Fisheries  Officer, 
Cde.  ReubenCharles,'  at 
the  handing-over 
ceremony  said  that 


arrangerrients  within  the 
plan  have  been  going 
smoothly  except  for  a" 
few  cases. 

He  said  the  Ministry 
has  instituted  a  system  ; 
to  ensure  that  fishermen 
utilise  the  engines  for  the 
required  purposes.  He ' 
said  that  a  few  fisher¬ 
men  who  benefited  from 
last  year’s  consignment 
of  engines  sold  the 
machines  to  outsiders  at 
great  profit. 

He  said  each  fisherman 
will  now  have  to  sign  a 
/rontract  ^ich  will 
prevent  him  from  selling 
the  engine  before  three 
years  frpm  the  date  of 
purchase/- 

U/;  -(GNA)^ 
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TEACHERS  ASSOCIATION  PLEDGES  SUPPORT  FOR  SOCIALIST  SOCIETY 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  7  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


^Auoef Aa4Hi.v  kas  plf^getfa 
K**iiaqiialifiea  sappdrt  torli 
#:govmimeai%.effMls  tof 
v  de*elop :  t soelatistl 

.B«t  b«tk  tkc/GTA  aad^ 
t  k:  '€a  rieaiB  j  edaeatios  ? 
V,iBX«icat:W'®;’-':;  le  t  eU,«d  J 
rcriUfilsiiis  r  a&  ,  ll» 

I  stftnjUoii  .cdacatiM  adi- 

i%;  iSfinianf  r  Mr  ^ 

:  CEbaef  of  Education  s 
:  and  Ctdtoral  Secticm  tf*  t 
I  Caritibo^’SCommod:  I 
5'llarltetSrf’sSetretaTiaf^ 
;bfsed '  intiGoolcgetoirai. \ 
^uautioned  s-  h.oweveri| 
iagaidat;-!^  >< 

^rtittdsoi,^  noting  thatfit^ 
j  was  nui&.moretna^  tw  : 
g>Bi  a,  pass  in  secondaiy!^ 
edocatioa  examinations 
30  yKaas  ago  than  it  is  tb;^ 
^giE^  accratable  grades'^' 
Vat  the  GCE  or  excS 
euiniimtioi^  of  ^day.  £ 
>  ^  GTA  <^»^ed  itswth  V 
^nnnnal^'  Cmference  “ 
yesterday  at  its  MI  dn"^- 
Woolford  V  ■A  venue;-'} 
Am ottg  ■  invited  V* 

‘  dignitaties  ware  l^me 


'^Ilaistec  |*toleni j^v  Reid  V 
aod  Education  Minister 
Ranji  Chandlsingh.'  ’ 

V:  Mr.  Me  Donald  called 
jfw  the ;  prevention  •  or  - 
^arrest  of  teacher  exodus-  : 
■  from  tbe''country.  " 

..“We  most',  take- 
/positive  steps  to  emreefV 
what  is  wrong  and  io ' 
I  create  the  emditions 
f  which thejr  (teachers) - 
‘‘‘•seek,”',  he' said.-  --  .•.■.i'--.;' 

■/:« die  also  called  ofc 
/trained  ‘teachers: 
c-ulca te:  . ,  ^^moral/ 
resp<»isibility"'  te  serve.'?, 

'  the  natiiHi'wfaicb  he  said  j 
^whoity  OT  in:  part  sufrf  ;; 
/sidises' their  education.  .1 
V  Observing  that  “thetii-» 
vis  today  mneh  that  isr  - 
i;unsatlsfactory  ,  ia- 
educatimi  in  Guyana,’*  ’ 
.the  former  Deputy  <^ef  ' 
Education  Officer ' 

-  recommended  that  the  , 
GTA  collaborate  with 
relevant  agencies  of  the ' 
Ministry  of  Education  to 
undertake  a  “scientific 
investigation”  -of 
whether  the  best  use' is 
being  made  of  available 
human,  financial  and . 
.material  resource. 
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BRIEFS 

DEATH  OF  MP-^Cde  Abel  Derrick,  Amerindian  Captain,  Member  of  the  Regional 
Democratic  Council  of  Region  9  and  Member  of  the  National  Assembly,  died  in 
an  accident  last  week.  He  was  in  his  forties.  The  Ministry  of  Regional  De¬ 
velopment  received  a  report  yesterday  that  the  accident  occurred  three  days 
ago  and  that  Cde  Dorrick  has  since  been  buried.  An  official  said  Cde  Derrick, 
his  wife  and  other  members  of  his  family  were  travelling  in  a  bullock  cart 
from  Yupukari  to  Lethem  when  the  vehicle  turned  turtle  on  the  way  down  a 
steep  hill,  pinning  Cde  Dorrick.  First  reports  said  other . members  of  the 
party  received  injuries.  Cde  Dorrick  entered  the  National  Assembly  after 
the  1980  elections  as  a  representative  of  the  Regional  Democratic  Council  of 
Upper  Takatu/Upper  Essequibo.  His  death  leaves  a  vacant  seat  among  the 
People’s  National  Congress  benches  in  Parliament.  [Text]  [Georgetown  SUNDAY 
CHRONICLE  in  English  3  Apr  83  p  24] 

GOVERNMENT  APPOINTMENTS — ^Four  senior  public  officers  who  have  been  acting  in 
different  positions  for  various  periods  of  time  up  to  now,  have  been  confirmed 
in  the  posts.  Cde  Ci  A.  L.  Robinson  has  been  appointed  Chief  Electrical  In¬ 
spector  with  effect  from  May  2,  1979.  Cde.  D.  Damdar  has  been  made  Chief 
Auditor  in  the  Auditor  General’s  Department  retroactive  to  January  1,  1982. 

Cde  P.  P.  Balbahadur  has  been  named  Chief  Works  Officer  effective  May  1,  1982 
and  Cde.  J.  D.  Simmons  has  been  appointed  Deputy  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
from  March  1,  1983.  Acting  appointments  published  in  the  Official  Gazette 
includes  those  of  Cde.  G.  Da  Silva,  Assistant  Secretary  (Transport),  Cde.  L. 
Benjamin,  Deputy  Chief  Statistician  and  Cde.  J.  Joseph,  Principal  Assistant 
Secretary  CGeneral) ,  the  last  two  being  in  the  Ministry  of  Economic  Planning 
and  Finance.  [Text]  [Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  6  Apr  83  p  1] 

REGION  10  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE — ^Members  of  the  Regional  Civil  Defence  Committee 
of  Region  Ten  were  Friday  night  told  that  they  must  ensure  that  people  with 
a  willingness  to  serve  and  representing  as  many  organisations  as  possible 
within  the  region  are  coopted  to  serve  on  area  committees.  This  charge  was 
given  by  Vice-^President  for  Party  and  State  Matters,  Cammie  Ramsaroop,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  formal  installation  of  the  body  at  the  St.  Aidan’s  Primary  School. 
The  committee  which  was  set  up  late  last  year  comprises  representatives  of  the 
community  and  various  organisations  including  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
Brigade,  the  Guyana  People’s  Militia  and  Government  agencies  within  the  re¬ 
gion.  Plans  to  install  an  area  committee  were  abandoned  apparently  because 
of  late  planning  and  most  of  the  members  were  not  present.  At  the  meeting 
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attended  by  a  wide  cross-section  of  the  town,  a  number  of  issues  including 
question  of  land  titles  for  residents  of  the  condemned  Victory  Valley  area, 
and  the  disparity  in  the  electricity  tariff  between  the  two  banks  of  the 
river  were  dealt  with*  Cde*  Ramsaroop  told  the  gathering  that  civil  defence 
was  everybody's  business.  He  appealed  to  them  to  become  fully  involved. 

At  this  Stage  of  our  development,  he  noted,  civil  defence  committees  were  very 
useful  since  they  were  expected  to  "fight  to  consolidate  the  gains  of  the 
revolution*  (GM.A.)  [Text]  [Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English 
12  Apr  83  pp  4-5] 
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NINE  YEARS  OF  JAMAICA'S  TKADE  WITH  CARICOM  REVIEWED 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  13  Apr  83  Export  Week 


[Article  by  Raymond  Forrest] 


[Excerpt] 

^counted  fw  only  «  lo^ 
p^ccntagc  of  “Jamaica’s 
viable  trade  (Le.  cxpotis 
an<linipon5);  as  the  total 
value  of  /CAi^OM>im-5 
ports  wcie  rou^y  ^  of 
total  impohs  and  the  total 
value  of  CARICOM  ex-, 
ports  a  little  above  7%  6t' 
rotaf  espofts. 

Nevertheless,  .  CARl-i, 
COM  remains  the  cppn-1 
try’s  most  important  ewTer  • 
for  “non-tradidonal^  •  ex*1 
ports"  as  the  v^  bulk  of  j 
such  products  end  up  in  ' 
CARICOM  makers.  The 
jobs  these  factories  pro¬ 
vided  through  such  exports  i 
are  of  vital  importance  to 
Jamaica,  given  its  high  un- 
emprojment  tare  of  27%,  , 
and  this  explains  the  con¬ 
cern  being  voiced  over  re-, 
cent  developmen-rs 
interfering  with  intra-trade. 

But  more  of  this  later 
on.  Let  us  first  trace  the 
tremendous  growth  of  Ja- 
maica/CARICOM  trade 
over  the  period.  In  the* 
nine  years  for  which  ad¬ 
equate  statistical  data  is 
available,  the  value  of 
CARICOM  imports  into 
Jamaica  has  risen  from  J 
$64.97  millron  in  1974  to  J 
$219.9  million  in  1981  (or 
J  $120,5  million  for  the 
first  nine  nfH>nths  of  1982). 


w  “  Ov^' .  the  -  same  tim^' 
-  fcamc^  die  value  of  Jamai-^ 
ca’s  exports  to  the  .region^' 
has  risen  from  J  $28.5. 
'tmllioFr  to^}  5124.7  milbon, 
for  J  $99.1  million  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1982).." 
It’s  not  a  growth  that  hasg 
epatinuous,  howcvferj' 
fcwc  be^  SCTreral 
mtemiptions. ' "  ' j 

I^T^E  ^ART  of  1977| 
^Jama^  imposed  a  serious 
■  of  quantitative  restriction^ 
i-  Oft  impons,  which  also  iir-r* 

;  tiered  with  regional  tra¬ 
de.  Jamaica’s  actions  were 
iir  response  to  a  weakening 
of  its  balancc-of-paymcnts 
position  due  to  significant 
outflows  of  capital  front 
the  island,  a  decline  in  the 
.level  of  foreign  invest¬ 
ments  and. a  low  level  of 
earnings  from  both  visible 
and  service  exports. 

As  a  consequence,  net 
foreign  reserves  declined 
by  J  S23S.i  million,  which 
pushed  the  country’s  net 
reserves  into  a  ne^riye 
position  of  J  $181.4  miT- 
lion  at  the  end  of  1976. 
ilncidentally,  Jamaica  has 
not  rctum^  to  a  surplus 
position  since  that  year). 

The  Jamaican  Govem- 
ment  of  rl«  time  reacted 
by  imposing  an  import 
ceiling  of  I  S600  million. 


Supplement  p  10 


^)prdxhharcfy  J  5200: 
milfibn  ;  of  thK  ^loKzatcd 
for  petroleum  '  products; " 
Eventually  this  ceiling 
proved  to  be  too  low  to 
sustain  economic  activiry 
and  in  order  to  avoid, 
large-scale  unemployment 
in  the  manu^cturing  sec¬ 
tor  this  ceiling  was  raised, 
to  J  $800  million.  ^  ; 

At  the  end  of  *1977, 
these  measures  brot^t  Ja¬ 
maica  ,  an  overall ..  positive’ 
trade  balance,  for  the  first 
time  In  its  CARICOM  tra^ 
dc  Jiistory,  of  J  $5.68  mil¬ 
lion.  imports  from' 
CARICOM  declined  by  j 
$19.5  million  {a  33%  fall 
from  1976’3  figure)  while 
exports  rose  by  j  $4.7  mil¬ 
lion  (a  12%  increase  over 
1976’s  figure). 

The  ^rplus  was  not 
achieved  without  creating 
resentment  from  Jamaica’s 
trade  partners,  as  the  im¬ 
port  restriction  policy  dras¬ 
tically  affected  imports  of 
consumer  goods,  and,  as 
CARICOM  •  trade  com¬ 
prises  a  high  proportion  of 
such  consumer  goods,  this 
meant  rhar  many  of  rheir 
otports  were  resrricted 
from  entering  the  Jamaican 
marker.  Only  Guyana  and 
Dominica  maintained  a  vis¬ 
ible  trade  surplus  with  Ja¬ 
maica  mainly  because 
Guyana  was  the  principal 
rice  supplier  while  Domirh- 
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ica  so^  ^  lot  o£  fats, 
and  itenis. 

‘  lit  1978,  the  visible  tra-  . 
de  balance  remmed  to  its;^ 
iisf^  deficit,  but  ;t>nly  a:j 
low  j,  $6.4  nulhon.  The  < 
value  of  exports  mcrcascdj 
fay  48%  but  imports  rosed  ? 
]b^  8S^’  refIcGTing  the  de- " 
vduations  of-the  Jamaican 
dollar  that  occurr^  during ;C 
thc  year  ^kI  the  rrlaxarion^ 
-of  some  of” the  restrictions! 
on  Cj\RICOM  rfade;;^^  ^  ^ 

The  defick  wifh“G«y»*' 
na  “worsened”  as  food  im*:; 
ports,  particularly  rricc^ 
inercased;  substantiafly^ 
Mbreovex;  V-  G^ana  al^ 
adc^ed  stm^ent  iri^>on^ 
pol^ies  which  led  to  a  falM 
in  Guyanese  imports  Jroog 
Jamaica  ^  18%;  '  :  3 

'^3 

A  I^mVE 

ance  of  J  $91.  nHPioiK.  wasg 
restored  by  Janialc3~Trv 
1979,  as  even  though  im¬ 
ports  rose  by  42%  Janui- 
ca’s  expons  grevt^  by  67%, 
due  to  a  vigorous  export 
thrust.  As  a  consccpicncey  ^ 
Jamai^  removed  its  quan-*^; 
ritative  rcstr^of»  on 
CA  ICOM  nhports  "  on 
July  1  of  that  year. 


'The  year  J980-  turned- 
put  to  be  disastrous  for 
Jamaica,  With  _  foraip  ex- 
chai^  remaining  critically 
low  and  ami<&  the  tension 
of  polirical  warfare  chat  ' 
preceded  ihc  General  Elec¬ 
tions,  Jamaica  ended  up  : 
with  a  GARICOM  .trade  o 
ddficif  'of  J  S56.7  miBion./^ 
Exports  fell  fay  7^4%  and  ; 
Jmports  rose  by  52%,  j 

V  In  1981,^  the  newly-; 
dected  Govern  mem  put  in^ 
place  a  -series  of  pro-? 
^^amrnes  and  incentives; 
deigned  to  encourage  ex- 
:  ports.  ^  At  the  same  "time,^ 
greatef  inflow^  of  foreign 
exchange  ^  facilitated^  ai 
more  liberal  import  policy. 
These  measures  expanded 
^CARICOM  trade.  Imports 
wem  up  by  J  $67.8  million 
:of  45%,  while  exports  ,  rosei 
by’  J  million  cnr.23%. 
ll  however  widened  Jamai- 
caV  trade  deficir  to  a  re¬ 
cord  J  $95.1  million. 

; Available  figures  for 
the  first  nine  months  of 
'1982L  showed  a:  sharp  cut 
in  this  trade  deficit  to  J. : 
S2I3  million, ,  mainly  due 
to  a  reduction  in  imports 
of  the  food  and  mineral 
fuel  categories;  Projections^ 
rise^ 


”iri  GARICOM  exports  for 
1982,  over  1981. 

The  formalization  of 
the  parallel  market  in  the 
Jamaican  economy  since 
January  10  this  year  has 
thrown  up  another  serious 
obstacle  to  CARICOM 
trade.  Barbados  reacted  by 
floating  its  currency  against 
the  Jamaican  dollar,  while 
Trinidad  and  Tob^o,  as 
of  March  18,  placed  a 
large  number  of  CARI¬ 
COM  imports  on  its  “ne- 
^ive  list”  to  be  subimcd 
to  licenring  proc^ures. 

v  As  Barbados  and  Triii-^? 
idad  are  JamakaV  faiggeW'^ 
trading  panheis,  this  haC; 
led  to  a  sij^ficamr  slow^i 
down  in  imer-rcgional  tia^ 

Attempts  are  presently ; 
bemg  made  byV^aB  coiv| 
ifettied  to 

passe,  both  at  the 
^inisterkd  and  at  tfaie  bosi-jp 
jtiess  level.  Vnrii  then,  h 
seems  that  CARICOM  will:; 
have  to  ovcieome-  yef 
'ocher  economic  riff  in  ad-  i 
Yi^ckm  tor  the  political  rifis 
diac  have  affected  it^er  : 
^»  trat  y|CM  of  e^rist^^ 
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PARLIAMENT  OPENS  IN  JOINT  SESSION;  NEW  BUDGET  PRESENTED 

Text  of  Throne  Speech 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English 
[Text] 

Jf  .  Following  is  the  text  of  the 
:J983-84  Thrq^nc  Speech  delivered  in  . 
-Parliament  yesterday  by  the  Cover-  ' 
jior-Cateraly^^,  the  Most  Hon^  Sir , 
Flprizcl  Glasspolc:  ^ " 

■  MV."  pTesident  and  Honourable 
members  of  ^the  Senate  Mr.  Speaker 
and  members  of  the  Honourable  i 
House  of  Represenrarives:  J 

r-  - 1981  ^82  was  rhe  second  year  of  our 
1  recovery.  Programme  under  which  Gov*^  >^ 
emment:  undertpok  j  to  introduce  poli-  ' 
cies  ro  restore  the 'ecPndmy: to  3' path  of^ 
growth,  ^o  rehabilitate  basiC:^serviccs  and 
bring  them  back  to  acceptable  levels  of 
operation,,  to  create,  a  climate' for  new 
investment,  to  restore  financial  health  to 
the  ailing  public  utilities  and  enterprises, 
to  revitalise  and  release  the  productive  t 
energies  of  the  society,  so  that  wc  could  ^ 
begin  to  lay  the  foundations  for  a 
healthy  and  well-managed  economy, 
renew*  hope  in  the  future,  and  tackle  the 
deep  seared  problem  of  unemployment. 

The  performance  of  the  past  year 
,  must  be  assessed  In  the  context  of  the 
most  devastating  recession  the  world 
has  experienced  in  50  years,  a  recession 
which  began  to  uke  effect  on  the 
Jamaican  economy.  This  will  put  into 
proper  perspective  both  the  achieve¬ 
ments  and  the  setbacks  of  1982/83;  and 
it  should  sharpen  our  grasp  of  the 
realities  of  our  situation  in  1983  '84, 
realities  w’hich  place  clear  responsibili¬ 
ties  on  us  all  for  discipline,  for  restraint 
and. for  increased  productivity; 

It  is. not  possible  to  overstate  the 
danger  this  recession  presents.  Last  year, 
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w  orld  trade  decUnedTorthe  first  time  W 
,20  years,  with  adverse  effects  on  world-  . 
!wrde  investment  flows.  The  current 
^^ccounr  deficits  of  oil-impptting  devel- 
[oping  countries  have  doubled  tft-.ihree 
I  years.  Commodity  prices  havc-c^jta^^^a 
i^nd  many  countries  are  facing  ^^kj^t-  | 
Icy,  The  currencies  of  many  much  latgeV;:^ 
Iponomies  than  our  owm  have  suffered^ 
'^ryajor  devaluations  -  countries  like 
l^rance,  Mexico  and  Venezuela.  Against  i 
i^rrhrs  background  the  world  recession 
;|cQijfinues  to  pose  severe  obstacles  to 
'l^ur  efforts  ta  increase  trade,  production 
M'ah^  emplbymenr.  For  example,  the  de- 
i'cline  of  the  British  pound  against  the 
-j^ollar  has  meant  lower  prices  for  our  - 
J^anai;  <-.itrus  and  sugar,  since  Britain  is 
I'^our  major  trading  partner  for  these 
commodities;  it  is  estimated  that  Jamai¬ 
ca  lost  S22  million  last  year  in  trade  in 
/these  products  because  of  this  one  fact. 

RECESSION 

In  1982  83  Jamaica  felt  the  full  impact 
of.  the  severe  downturn  in  the  bauxi-  . 
te  alumina  industry  as  a  consequence  of 
the  w'orid  recession,  with  a  resulting*' 
reduction  in  revenues  available  from  the 
Capital  Development  Fund.  The  sharp 
conrracrioa  of  bauxite  and  alumina 
products  of  over  30  per  cent  depressed 
rhe  growTh  of  the  economy.  It  is  note¬ 
worthy  that  if  the  bauxite  alumina  in-  . 
du6rr>-  had  mamtained  even,  the  same 
level*  as  in  T981  '82  the  projected  ^ 
growth  of^4per  cent  for  the  past  year 
would  have  been  within  our  grasp. 

Nevertheless,  we  must  make  note  of 
the  fact  that  wc  are  still  one  of  the  very 
few  countries  in  this  region  to  show  any  ; 
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growth  at'  air  during  "the  pa$f''^eaF^an^^^^ 
that,  overall  the:  economy  has  c^ntih-'"^ 
uejd  to  move  ahead  -  although  at  a  ; 
$loN\*er  pace  than  we  had  targeted.  Infla-  J 
tiori  has  again,  for  a  second  year,  beeri  | 
cc^ttained  to  single  digit  figures,  invest- ^ 
ment  flpws  have  rernained  strong  and  ? 
captai  formafiod  has  increased  signifi- 
canrlv,/  ■  .  • 


j/Tlius  1^82  w4s  ihe  sc(fond  r^oft* 
seeotive  year  in  which  the  c^noni]j^ 
tna i nraincd  forward  movemem^  ill  I 
most  every'lniportant  sector,  c^miriui^^^ 

.  to  reverse  the  ^negative  patteriy^^of  ^  ttie 
.■  previous  eightyc^.^.^;;-;'' 

>.Iri:The^  gains  in  the  face  of  th^%©S)^ 
adverse  woHd. economic  environment  !^ 
over  fifty  years'"  have  _:tesied  and  vindi-"^ 
cated  the  soundness  of  the  Govern-  ^ 
menfs  economic  policies.  Bur  there' 
have  been  advei^  consequences  arising 
from  the  reduced  ■  m.omenturn  in  our 
targeted  growth  rate  as  a  result  of  the  • 
world  recession.  ;  ,• 


SLOWDOWN  IN 


EMPLOYMENT  | 

One  of  the^  has  been  ^slowdown  in  the  ' 
generatiQo  of  new  employment  oppor-  ; 

-  tun iries.  Although  more  persons  were  ■ 

employed,  there  ^as  ascili-  a  small  in-  ^ 
crease  in  rh^fate^pf  tjypempK>ymcnt.'  ! 

',Thc  disappomtnffenf  with  which  we 
must  regard  this  resulr^h^s  nevertheless 
to  be  'rempercd^"Wirh  an  understanding 
of  the  degree  to  which  Jamaica  has  been 

-spared  the  devastation  being  wrought  by 
the  international  recession  on  the  work^  V 

-  force  of  the  world.  Many  countries  - 
industrial  and  developing  alike,’  have 
seen  unemployment  soar  to  levels  not 

.experienced  since  the  1930s;  in  the 
United  States,  unemployment  has  now 
reached"  11.3  million  persons,  nearly 
doubling  over  the  past  five  years.  In 
some  cities  in  the  United  States  where 
unemployment  averaged  3-5  per  cent 
before  the  recession,  the  number  of 
jobless  jumped  to  over  20  per  cent  last 
year,  the  highest  unemployment  level  . 
since  the  1930s.  In  Western  Europe, 
Canada  and  Japan  a  total  of  20  million 
persons  were  unemployed  in  1982;  and 
unemployment  is  rising  steeply  in  Latin 
America  in  the  wake  of  the  unprece¬ 
dented  debt  crisis  in  the  region,  which 
has  brought  several  countries  to  the 
brink  of  economic  collapse. 

That  Jamaica  has  so  far  escaped 
some  of  the  more  frightening  features  of 
the  recession,  and  the  accompanying 
cost  in  human  suffering  -  has  been  due 
to  rht  careful  and  deliberate  structuring 


of  financial  strategies  which  have  so  lar 
C  successfully  sheltered  our  country  from 
the  worst  of  the  economic  storms  raging 
around  us.  The  Govemmentr  knowing 
w:eil  that  Jamaica  had  already  endured  a 
severe  depression  in  the  seventies,  be¬ 
lieved  that  it  woul4  nor  be  possible  for 
the  long-suffering  Jarnaican  people  and 
the  already  battered  Jamaican  economy 
to  endure  severe  additional  economic 
constrainrs.  It  ■  therefore  accepted  the  : 
challenge. to  continue  to  Build,  to  plan/ 

-  and  to  forge  ahead  in  spite  of  the 
negative  worlcT  trends  now  forcing  so 
many  countries  to  the  wall. 

It  is  the  Government’s  policy  to  seek 
to  continue  to  meet  the  economic  pres¬ 
sures  of  .the  world  depression  in  a  j 
manner  which  will  not  destroy  the 
renewed  hope  in  the  future,  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  economic  recovery,  or  the  con¬ 
solidation  of  the  stability  which  have  so  ^ 
far  been  achieved,  - 

This  policy  obviously  has  not  been 
effected  without  great  difficulty.  It  has 
been  an  exercise  in  walking  on  a  razor’s 
edge,  knowing  that  if  the  country  slips  .• 
back  it  will  slip  back,  into,  an  abyss  from  ; 
which  there  can  be  no  forseeable  recov¬ 
ery  in  this  decade.  . 

It  is  in  therinrerest  oT  all  Jamaica  to 
ensure,  therefore,  that  we  can  maintain 
pur  forward  thrust  while  fighting  off  the 
^economic  pressures  that  arc  likely  to  I 
;■  remain  with  Us  for  some  time  fo  comei  | 

ECONOMIC 
ADJUSTMENT  ^ 

The  Jamaican  economy  has  been  under-  ; 
going  a  programme  of  adjustment  to 
correct  serious  imbalances  in  its.  struc¬ 
ture.  The  Government  found  it  nec¬ 
essary  in  January  last. to  incorporate  into 
this  process  of  adjustment  the,  formalisa¬ 
tion  of  parallel  market  trading  in  foreign 
currency  which  had  been  going  on  for  a 
number  of  years.  This  policy  has  be¬ 
come  a  point  of  controversy  with  our 
CARICOM  trading  partners,  and  we 
hope  the  measures  taken  will  be  under¬ 
stood  against  the  background  of  the 
difficult  economic  struggle  Jamaica 
faces  and  will  continue  to  face  in  its 
efforts  to  rebuild  its  economy. 

Tourism  was  one  of  the  most  buoy¬ 
ant  sectors  of  the  economy  last  year, 
handsomely  fulfilling  its  performance 
targets.  Visitor  arrivals  grew  by  21.4  per 
cent  in  1982,  establishing  a  best  ever 
arrival-figure  of  670,000.  Projections  are 
'"  that  arrivals-will  reach  800,000  by  1984. 

Aii.  There;  was.  also  buoyant  recovery  in 
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exchange  on  a  sounder  basis  through 
the  introduction  of  quotas.  The  quota 
system,  which  is  now  settling  in,  will  . 
allow  the  entire  import  and  foreign 
exchange  allocation  process  to  operate  'l 
more  smoothly  than  had  been  the  case 
under  the  now  discarded  licensing  sys- 
tern  of  the  old  Trade  Administrator’s 
Department.  ' 

PARALLEL 

MARKET 

The  Government  considers  that  the  key 
to  the  successful  performance  of  the 
"manufacturing  sector  in  this  fiscal  year  ’ 
lies  in  the  success  of  the  parallel  market  ^ 
and  its  ability  to,  generate  the  resources 
to.  meet  the  demands  of  the  sector.  In  ' 
this  regard,  it  is  to  b^  noted  that  certain 
ugly  features  of  our  national  life  still , 
■prevail  among  those  whose  principal 
objecrive'is  to  abuse  r^her  than  to  use  '} 
the  opportunities  of  the  new  market.  ' 

To  this  end  the  establishment  of  the 
post  of  Contractor-Cencral,  the  drafting 
of  which  was  recently  completed,  is 
now  before  the  Cabinet  and  will  pro¬ 
vide  a' new  and  effective  instrument  in  ^ 
the  war  against  improper  and  corrupt  ^ 
practices,  fulfilling  one  more  undenak-<  ' 
ing  by  the  Government. 

Ir  is  the  Mining'  sector,  as  has  been 
indicated  earlier,  that  presented  the  . 
mosr  critical  problem  for  the  economy 
in  the  past  yean  It  has  slipped  to  its  ’ 
lowc«  level  ever  -  the  world  recession  ; 
having  taken  its  itoU  on  the  sales  of 
aluminium,  alumina  and  bauxite.  Most 
of  the  alumina  producing  companies 
operating  in  Jamaica  are  down  to  less  : 
than  60  per  cent  of  capacity,  and  have 
shut  down  production  plants  overseas,''" 
laying  off  thousands  of  workers  there  as  . 
a  consequence'. 

Mere  in  Jamaica  we  have  als^xperi- 
cnced  layoffs  in  the  mining  sector  in 
significant  numbers;  two  plants  have 
suffered  partial  closure  and  in  fact 
would  havp  been  completely  closed  if 
Government  had  not  successfully  nego¬ 
tiated  transactions  to  enable  continued 
operation  of  these  factories.  This  condi¬ 
tion  may  persist  throughout  this  year, 
inasmuch  as  existing  stockpiles  of  alu¬ 
mina  and  metal  are  still  available  for 
'  sale.  ' 

In  the  meantime,  the  Government 
has  endeavoured  to  compensate  for 
some  of  the  losses  by  innovative  barter 
and  counter-trade  arrangements,  which 
include  transactions  with  bauxite  for  the 
Strategic  Mineral  Stockpile  of  the  Unit- 


tRc:'conl?riictibn7ndusfr^^^^^^  industry*; 
has  now  overcome  the  long. slide  of  the  4 
1 970s  and  has  begun  to  regain^  the 
dominant  role  which  it  used  to  play  in  ^ 
the  1960s.  The  vigorous  resurgence  of  ^ 
activity  in  the  construction  industry  is 
itself  an  indication,  of  the  extent  of  real 


investment  in  the  economy.  -  ^ 

The  impressive  performance  of  the 
construction  sector  recorded  last  year  is 
expected  ,  to  be  repeated  during  the  ' 
current  year,  as  bve  rail"  in  vestment  activr 
,  ity  within  the  econorny  ^ould  remain  at  ' 
high  levels.  >  V  -  - 

The  efforts  of  the  Government  will  ; 

■  .be  directed  towards  ensuring  that  the  ^4; 
;  obfcaives  in  terms  of  housing  as  wejl  as  ^ 
other  areas  of  construction  are  realised. :  >5 


'  A  number  of  steps  Were  taken  last  y^r 
>to  lay  the.  groundwork  for  tRe  ariairi- 
ment  of  these  objectives:  ,  . 

In  Octobert982v  a  Green  Paper  bn  a 
National  Housing  Plan  was  tabled  in 
Parliament  aimed  \at  addressing  the 
probleins  which  have  plagued  the^Hous- . 
i ng  se^tbf  arid  affected  the  pro visidn  of 
>  fiousmg  particularfy  for  the  poor,  and 
/laying  the  foundation  Tor  the  most; 
■'■massive  housing  prograthme  in  our  his- 
/.tory  to  cbp^niehce.th^  year-  ^ 

F VT\r  A IrV  VhfC- /S-. 
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l-ft'  CONSTRUCTlbN-; 

Since  a  revival  in  the  constructipn  sectcK 
is  one  of  the  cco7 

f  riomic  reebViry^che'  ^bvermnenr  is  de*  ^ 
termined  to  take  ^cps  to.  consolidate  ^ 
ithe  gains  made  over  the  past  two  years 
and  to  maintain  the  buoyancy  of  that  ; 
sector.  Consequently'  Government  is 
^pursuing  number  of  mitiarives  on 
^several  fronts  aimed  at  maintaining  this 
>  momentuni.  ‘ 

Government  has  also  recognised  the 
.problem  of  excessiye  rentals  in  the 
society  and  particularly  its  impact  on  the 
(  poor.' It  has  therefore  enacted  measures 
under  the  new  Rent  Act,  which  came 
'  into  force  on  April  5,  1983,  designed  to 
.  .create  as  equitable  a  balance  as  possible 
between  landlord  and  tenant. 

The  manufacturing  sector  has  en¬ 
dured  the  pitfalls  of  a  groaning  bu¬ 
reaucracy  which  sagged  under  the 
weight  of  the  revival  of  new  economic 
activity  and  a  wave  of  new  entrepre¬ 
neurs  in  the  small  business  sector  -  all 
seeking  a  share  of  scarce  foreign  ex¬ 
change.  Despite  this,  output  of  the 
sector  grew  by  3  per  cent. 'The  systems 
for  dealing  with'  the  requirements  of  the 
private  sector  have  now  been  reorga¬ 
nised  to  place  the  issuing  of  foreign 
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Sratcs  Gcvcmment.  The  Government  ; 

;  ha&  also  succeeded  in  revising  an  alumi-  , 
na  contract  with  the.  Soviet  Union  to  a 
.  bauxite  contract  -  to  our  mutual  sati$- 
faction.  -  v  j 

^  ^  ■  -4 

I  r:  AGRICULTURE 

The  sleeping  sector  of  the  Jamaican 
^  ecohomy  over  several  decades  has  been  f 
/  agriculture.  The  Government  Jias  Bcchi 
addressing  many  of  the  fundamental  : 
causes  which*  constrain  the  sccton' Our 
immediate  concern  is  the  significantly  ■ 
^  reduced  levels-  of.  domestic  food  c?Dp 
production.  It-  ts  expected  that  as  a 
i  result  of  a  new  export- marketing  strate* 

^  gy^,  the  wide  range  of  new  incentives,  ? 
'  the  revitafisatidn  of'  the  Peoples  Co¬ 
operative  Banks  and  formation  of  the 
Agricultural  Credit  Bank,  domestic  agri-  i 
^culture  will  show  irnprovement  in  prq-  ; 
duction'  in  this  financial  year.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  exports  of  domestic. Tood  ' 
crops  have  more  than  doubled  between 
";^980-1982.  J  ^  ^ 

Among  the  non -traditional  exports,  ' 
V  Coffee,  Cocoa,  and  Pimento  continue 
i  to  expand  and  attract;  premium  prices. 

'  Traditional  expoit^igriculture  halted  its-; 
slide  and  . is  now  poised  for  gains  in.  both  ■ 
banana  and  sugar  this  year,  which  ^ 
^reverse  the  downward  trends  of  the  past  ^ 

•  ■  ,  ; 

y^%y  enactment  of  the. 

newii^fae&l^^^S^lty  legislaridn,  and 
the  recruitment  u^er  the  new  Act  of  • 
Agricultural  ^Wardens,'  thus  making  it 
possible  to  offer  better  protection  to 
jhe  farmer  from  those  who  wish  to  reap 
what  they  have  not  sown. 

The  sale  of  land  to  small  fanners 
who  had  been  on  land-lease  programme 
'  is  now  in  progress.  Time  was  needed  to 
straighten  out  the  complicated  require - 

-  ments  of  the  transfer  of  full  ownership 
to  those  who  qualify. 

The  Govern nient  recognises  that  ag¬ 
riculture  is  the  remaining  sector  of  the 
Jamaican  economy  which  now  must 
"  become  fuilyrinvolved  in  the  new  efforts 
to  orient  production  to  the  require¬ 
ments  of  >a  restructured  economy  and 
,  the  imperatives  for  survival  today.  The 
:  Govern meht  will  - now  be  introducing 
Imie^hiTcs*^  modemrse  agricultural  tech¬ 
nology  in  Jamaica  so  as  to  bring  about 

-  expanded  commercial  operations  with 
improved  yields  at  better  prices,  and  to 
use  large  acreages  of  idle  land  for  both 

.  the  domestic  and  export  markets. 

■  A  bold  riew  programme  -  AGRO  21 
V, --  mor.e  far-re^  concept  rhan 


ahyfhfng  evef'beK  will  be 

;  outlined  in  *  the*  fonheoming  Budget 
Pr^nration..  This  will  be  the  major 

-  .pew  thrust  of  the /Government’s  eco- 

;  homic  progfammf  forthcoming 

year,  and  will  incorporate  plans  for 
/increasing  srnall  farm 'production. 

&'4.</-:BAx:anceof  ? 

/•--//PAYMENTS 

Substantial  dip?Ct  and  indirect  balance 
of  payments  assistance  has  come  to 
Jamaica  from  bilateral  and  multilateral 
sources  to  support  rhe  recovery  and 
investment  programmes. 

Over  the  past  2  years,  the  Venezue¬ 
la/ Mexico.,  Accord  helped  to  cushion 
the  impact  of  increases  in.  oil  prices.  It 
provided  substantial  credit  related  to  the 
purchases  of  oil  and  allowed  the  use  of 
these  credits  for  specific  public  sector 
,  investment  projects.  This  has  up  to  now- 
fa  vourably  affected  the  economy.  1 

Tresem  developments,  however,  ' 
concerning  the  price  of  oil  and  its 
impact  on  policies  relating  to  Mexico 
and  Venezuela  will  have  implications 
for  the  continuation  of  this  programme 
and  its  benefits  during  the  current  year, 

:  which  will  be  addressed  in  the  Budget 
Presentation. 

The  success  of  the  1983/84  pro- 1 
gramme  depends  upon  sensible  attitudes  ; 
towards  industrial  relations,'  effective 
foreign  exchange  management,  on-going  . 
manpower  development,  and  continued  ; 
generation  of  new  investment.  j 

In  rhe  last  two  years,  the  Govern-  } 
ment  has  emphasized  rhe  critical  impor¬ 
tance  of.stabiliry  on  the  industrial  front, 
in  order  to  maintain  rhe  momentum  of 
economic  growth  and  create  jobs,  for 

-  the  unemployed. 

Wage  adjustments  which  are  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  an  enterprise’s  ability  to  pay, 
result  in  rhe  diversion  of  resources 
urgently  required  to  expand  plant  and 
equipment,  provide  increased  employ- 
»  ment  and  earn  additional  foreign  ex¬ 
change. 

The  Government  has  repeatedly  ex- 
honed  management  and  unions  to  pay 
heed'  to  the  implications  for  employ¬ 
ment  creation,  improvement  in  living 
standards  and  growth  and  development 
of  the  economy  generally,  of  wage 
settlements  which  do  nor  violate  the 
‘ability  to  pay'  principle. 

INDUSTRIAL 

CLIMATE 

The  need  for  strict  observance  of  this, 
principle  is  even  more  urgent  now, 
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having  ■  ire^M  to’'  the  Impacr  d 
world  recession  on  the  domestic  econ¬ 
omy.  Thus  there  is  urgent  need  for  the 
pooling  of  our  human  arid  financial 
resources  and  the  joining  of  hands  on 
the  part  of  labour. arid  management  to 
ensure  that  ther^  is  no  waste  of  these  : 
resources.  The  chances  of  surviving  the  ^ 

‘  “devastations  of  the  world  recession  are 
.  minimal  if  efforts  to  achieve  this  nation* 
al  consensus  fait,  _ _ 

The  Government  wishes  t6  emphasize  ^ 
that  observance  of  the  basic  principles  ‘ 
in  the  (ndustriai  relations  process  is 
i  crucial  to  the  continued  development  of 
a  climate  suitable  for  industriaTgrowth  i 
and  e^ansion.  Otherwise,  there  can  be 
•  no  reinforcement  of  confidence  in  the  ; 
future  of  the  economy:  Nor  will  the 
investment  process  accelerate  if  these 
basic  principles  are  ignored,  as  an  un-  ‘ 

^  settled  industrial  environment  would  be 
a  serious  obstacle  ro  new  investment.  : 

These  principles  are:  freely  con-  ‘ 
ducted  collective  bargaining  having  diie 
regard  to  the  public  interest;  settlement  ! 
of  disputes  speedily  through  peaceful 
negoriatiori,  conciliatioa  or  arbitration; 
the  development  and  maintenance  of . ' 
good  pecsonnei  management  techniques 
,  to  secure  co-operation  between  workers  . 
and  employers  and  protection  of  work  - 
ers  against  unfair  labour  practices.  '  . 

Therefore  the  Government  continues 
to  invite  all  participants  in  the  industrial 
relations  process  to  make  the  fullest  use 
of  the  .  conciliation  and  arbitration 
mechanisms  available  when  disputes 
cannot  be  settled  otherwise  on  mutually 
acceptable  terms.  Forthermore,  parties 
to  disputes  are  urged  to  bear  constantly 
in  mind  the  implications  of  a  good 
industrial  relations  climate  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  country's  "development  pro¬ 
gramme,  upon  which  all  of  us  depend.' 

To  guide  the  industrial  relations 
process,  the  .  Government  will  table 
shortly  the  report  on  “Work  Attitudes” 
prepared  by  a  T ask  Force  commissioned 
by  the  Prime  Minister  last  year. 

The  Government  recognises  the  need 
for  a  meaningful  regrading  of  public 
sector  employees  and  is  committed  to 
effecting  this  within  the  resources  that 
.are  available.  It  is  also  committed  to  the 
development  of  strategies  that  will  im¬ 
prove  the-  ability  of  the  public  sector  to 
keep  and  recruit  professionally  skilled 
staff,  and  to  improve  incrementally  and 
effectively  their  levels  of  remuneration.* 
This  is  the  only  means  by  which  the 
public  sector  can  maintain  its  ability  to 
manage  the  projects  on  which  substan¬ 
tial  areas  of  productivity  depend. 


FOREIGN 

EXCHANGE 

Greater  efficiency  in  the  management  of 
foreign  exchange  is  also  critical  to  the 
success  of  the  1983/84  economic  pro¬ 
gramme.  The  basic  infrastructure  for 
improving  the  management  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme  was  put  in  place  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  January  of  this  year,  and  a  full 
range  of  measures  was  set  out  in  Min¬ 
istry  Paper  1  of  1983.  This  financial 
year  will  see  the  fine-tuning  of  the  new 
system  and  much  effon  will,  go  into 
monitoring  its  functioning  and  ensuring 
its  smooth  opera tiorr. 

The  Government  recognises  that  an 
effeaive  manpower  development  pro¬ 
gramme  is  essential  to  economic  recov¬ 
ery.  The  importance  and  urgency  of 
such  a  programme  arises  from  the  signif- 
:  icanr  gap  betwee^  the  skills  required  for 
I  the  development  programmes  and  the 
j  shortfall  in  their  supply.  ^ 

In  recognition  of  the  need  for  a  . 
..viable  manpower  programme,  '  the  _ 
H.E.A.R.T.  Trost  was  launched  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1982,  to  deal  with  the  immedi- 
;  ate  training  and  placement  of  a  wide 
!  category^^f  bask:  skills.  The  H.E;A.R.T. 
programme  will  be  substantially  expand¬ 
ed  during  this  year. 

The  Government's  .  overall  education 
and  training  programme  during  rhe  cur- 
-  rent  year  will  Be- geared  to  ensure,  over 
\ time,-  the  adequacy  of  school  places  in 
■  primary  and  secondary  institutions,  the 
expansion  'of  compulsory  education 
with  attendant  nutritional  school  feed¬ 
ing  programmes  and  revised  curricula 
for  education.  The  objective  is  to  place 
in  school  for  every  child  through  prima¬ 
ry  and  secondary  age  groups.  We  are 
.  now  well  underway  to  meeting  the  first 
.  objective  of  a  place  in  primary  school 
for  every  child,  after  which  the  gap  in 
secondary  school  places  will  be  tackled. 

In  the  two  parishes  -  St.  Thomas  and 
Trelawny  -  in  which  cornpulsory  educa¬ 
tion  was  launched  last  year,  enrolment 
and  attendance  have'  dramatically  in¬ 
creased  and  Friday  attendance  has 
Rubied.  It  is  proposed  to  expand  the 
compulsory  education  programme  to  six 
new  parishes  during  this  year. 

Note  should  be  taken  of  the  opening 
in  January  of  the  Agricultural  College  at 
Passley  Gardens  with  the  enrolment  of 
120  students  and  100  more  avc  to  be 
enrolled  in  rhe  new  academic  year.  A 
new  Teachers'  College  will  also  com¬ 
mence  operations  at .  Passley  Gardens 
this  year  and  other  Teacher  Colleges  are 
being  upgraded. 
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YOUTH  PLAN 


The  Goventment’s  policy  to  revitalise  ' 
and  expand  Youth  programmes  is  fully  ^ 
on  stream.  Community  Centres  through-  ^ 
out  the  island  are  being  rehabilitated  so 
that  they  can  function  as^  handicraft  ^ 
training  centres  as  well  as  being  the  f 
/  focus  of  community  life. '  Fifty-rnhy  i 
centres  were  r^fiirbished  and  upgraded  4 
last  year, 'bringingv  the  total  now  func-  1 
.  tional  to  115,  Over  4,000  persons  re¬ 
ceived  instruction  in  craft  skills  in  these  ^ 
centres  last  year,  and  nearly  6,000  more  \ 
are  to  be  trained  this  year  when  refur-  ' 
bishment  of"  65  additional  community  ] 
^  cenri^  will  be  cOmplctcd^^  v .  -  v  v  J 
^  An  integral  part  of  the  Conimumty  i 
Development  Programme  is  the  Village  1 
Sports  Programrne.  First  conceived  in  ! 
1964^  it  has  now'  fcwn/ ;rc-activated,  ! 
providing  increased  .opportunities  for  f 
.  friendly  .compctmoB;betwcen  youths  in  | 
various  sportin^4crivitics  at  the  village, 
parish  and  national  levels.  Through  the  ■ 
Social  Development  Commission  and  1 
Inspprts,  ^  calendar  of  events  has  been  \ 
published  covering  alt  major  sporting  ^ 

.. /events.  •  • 

INVESTMENT '  I 

The  Government  will  continue  to  | 
upgrade  87  already '^tablished  playing 
fields  in  urban  and  rurfl  communities 
islandwide;  $1.4  million  has  been  pro-  ' 
vided  in  the  1983/84  Estimates  for  this 
puiposet; 


,VThe  Gox^mment  recognises  rhat  the 
in  varment  programme  wpuld  be  greatly 
assisted  rf  the  requisite  economic  infras-  ^ 
trucTure  for  aiding  investment  activities 
were  in  place.  For  this  reason,  two 
development  banks  have  been  estab¬ 
lished:  the  National  Development  Bank 
which  was  incorporated  during  the  ■ 
1981/82  fiscal  year,  started  operating 
during  the  latter  part  of  1982,  Steps  are  ' 
being  taken  to  make  it  fully  operational 
during  the  current  fiscal  year.  The  Agri¬ 
cultural  Credit  Bank  is  already  fully  on 
stream. 

The  National  Development  Bank 
will  provide  funding  for  the  manufactur¬ 
ing,  tourism  and  small  business  sectors, 
while  the  Agricultural  Credit  Bank  will 
be  pivotal  to  the  new  programmes  to  be 
put  in  place  for  agriculture. 

In  both  rhc' Agricultural  Credit  Bank 
and  the_  National  Development  Bank  ■ 
lending  will  take  place  through  the 
Commercial  Banks,  and  what  is mote 
noteworthy  through  People's  Co-opera- 
rive  Banks  and  credit  unions  which  will 
serve  to  strengthen  these  small  financial 
institutions. 


The  Investment  promotion  activities 
of  the  Govemrrie'nt  will  be  further 
streamlined  during  the  current  year  as 
,  an  important  "  part  of  the  effort  to 
maintain  the  buoyancy  of  investmerir 
activities.  ^ 

The  success  of  the  Jamaica  National ' 
Investment  Promotion  Limited  in  the 
promotion  of  new  investments  has  been 
considerable:  131  new  investnterii  starts 
have  been  made  in  the  1 /a  years  of  ifs 
operations,  no  small  achievement  in  the 
midst  of  a  recession  in  which,  savagely 
high  interest  rates  have  inhibited  Invest¬ 
ment  growth  worldwide. 

An  important  thrust  of  the  pro-*^ 
gramme  of  development  in  the  public 
-sector  continues  to  be  the  restoration  of 
services,  in  the  public  utilities,  transpor¬ 
tation,  communication,  education  and 
health  and  in  improving  efficiency  in  the 
totah  area  of  national  securiry  and  jus¬ 
tice. 

This  is  the"^ process  which  goes  be-  , 
*  yond  a  single  fiscal  year,  and  will  be  ^ 
continued  during  the  current  year.  In  - 
many  cases  -  such  ^s  iq  the  refurbish¬ 
ment  of  hospitals  and  police  stations 
and  many  rural  schools  ~  the  pro 
grammes  are  "nearly  completed.  The 
basic  components  of  rhis  programme 
are  clearljr  reflected  in  the  estimates  of 
expenditure  for  1983/84.  . 

UTILITIES 

The  Government  recognises  that  inte¬ 
gral  to  the  development  of  economic 
activity  and  the  success  of  the  economic 
recovery  programme,  is  the  provision  of 
.  such  critical  infrasrruc^re  as  access 
roads,  domestic  and  irrigation  water, 
drainage  systems  and  facilities  for  rural 
electrification.  The  effons  to  provide 
these  basic  requisites  for  the  fulfilment 
of  targeted  goals  in  economic  and  social 
development  will  therefore  be  inren- 
sified  ^rir^  the  current  financial  year. 

It  is  realised  that  the  provision  of  ' 
these  facilities  addresses  both  directly 
and  indirectly,  the  basic  issues  of  social 
stability,  the  creation  of  income  and 
employment,  and  the  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  life  of  the  people. 

The  Government  has  therefore  em¬ 
barked  on  a  public  sector  invesrmenr 
‘  programme  of  infrastructural  devel-  - 
opment  designed  to  restore,  refurbish 
and  expand  the  economic  and  social 
infrastructure.  The  level  of  expenditure  . 
on  roads  is  greater  than  ever  before  in 
our  history  for  the  many  years  of  ne¬ 
glected  maintenance  ha^  made  the  need 
fearer  than  ever  beofre  in  our  history. 
The  ba^is  has  now  been  laid  for  a 
National  Road  Plan  based  on  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  single  Road  Authority. 
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This  wiir  folio w  on  the  presentation  ^ 
of  ar  National  Housing  Plan  last  yeaf 
and  will  be  in  turn  followed  by  the  ^ 
preparation  of  a  Nationar^'Watcr  Plan  ; 
this  year>  in  keeping  with  the  Govern- ^ 
mentis  strategy  to  deal  with  each'bf  the^ 

-  problem-sectors  methodfbi^Iy  on  an  or^| 
derly  basis  of  specific  plans.  In.  this^ 
connection^  the  National  Energy  '  Pla^ 
will  be  tabled  in  this  Budget  session,  ^ 

With  regard, to  the  critical  element  ofJ 
power  supplies  in  the  productive;  prO^-1 
ess,  the  Jamaica  Public  Serviced Company^^ 
with  the  support  of  the  Wor^  BahV  Has  J 
embarked  on  a  three-year  capital  invest-  > 
menr  programme  costing  $313. S  rnillion 
over  the  period  to  1985.  This  will 
.  provicte  major  improvements  to  the' 
distribution  and  transmission  system  of  ^ 
the  public  electricity  supply  wbi^  has.:; 
;■  been  subject  to  frequent  power  outages.  , 
and  service  dismptighs  recently. 

.  rive  work  in  this  area  will  reinforce  the  - 
i  programme  of  rehabilitation  of  the  gen¬ 
erating  units  which  was  effectively  car¬ 
ried  out  in  1982  and  will  be  completed' 
in  1983. 

The  final  leg  of  the  fehabilitation  of  : 
the  entire  Jamaica  Public  Service  system  • 
is  the^  implementation  of  the  Manage¬ 
ment  Audit  carried  out  during  last  year, 
which  is  now  being  put  into  operation,^, 

RELIABLE  f 
WATER  SUFPLY 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  provide  a  more  ; 
suitable  and  reliable  domestic  waters 
supply  system  in  the  Corporate  Area  by^ 
implementing  the  Yallahs  River  option 
of  the  Blue  Mountain  Water  Supply- 
Scheme  which  is  expected’  to  provide 
the  city  with  an  additional  15  million 
gallons  per  day  in  J  984.  In  the  short¬ 
term  every  possible"  additional  well  is 
being  put  into  operation,  in  order  to 
alleviate  the  critical  water  supply  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  Corporate  Area  resulting 
from  the  severe  drought,  the  worst  in  55 
years.  An  engineering  appraisal,  of  water 
.  supplies  over  the  dry  southern  region  of 
the  country  is  now  being  conducted  as 
part  of  the  preparation  of  the  National 
Water  Plan, 

JOS  TO  BE 
DIVESTED 

.  The  Government  has  taken  *a  decisibn  ^ 
CO  divest  itself  of  the  operations  of  the 
Jamaica  Ominbus  Services  and  to  lease 
packages  of  routes  to  private-sector 
transport  entities  capable  of  operating  . 
an  efficient  transport  system.  It  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  reduce  to  16,  the  present 
route-structure  comprising,  44  overlap- ; 
ping  routes  on  the  Liguanea  Plains  in  * 
order  to  allow  for  greater,  profitability/' 
The  current  J.O.S.  organ istaion  will 


in  charge  of  the  leasing  operations 
will  be  responsible  for  the  supervision  ’ 
of  the  new  transport  system.  It  is  e;^v 
V.  peered  that  this  arrangement  will  prpvi- 
dea  modem  and  effective  urban- 
transport  system  for  the  Kingston  Merfy 
,  ropolitan  Area,  and  will  lay  the  foundai  1 
.  tion  for  a  similar,  project  for  Mon tegol^ 
Bay.  .  ^ 

In  line  with  this,  the  rural  transporta^*' 
tion  network  is  being  assessed  to  detet^-^'^ 
mine  as  a  second  phase,  the  steps  to  be  ’ 
taken  to  provide  an  orderly  rural  trans  ¬ 
port  system. 

Following  upon  the  requirement  that, 
a.  number  of  public,  utilities  should 
become  financially  viable  and  conse-^* 
quently  reduce  their-  dependence-- oij 
’budgetary  support  to  finance  their  rej 
current  expenses,  the  national  airlinej 
Air  Jamaica,  has  begun  a  process  of  fleet 
modernisation,  and  phasing' out  of  tt| 
fuel-inefficient  aircraft.  Concurrently; 
on  a  timely  basis,  if  will  cease  to  operatS 
'  certain  non-profitable  routes.  t 

FOREIGN  I  s 
RELATIONS  |  I 

The  Government  will  continue  to  bail! 
upon  the  success  which  it  has  had  in 
field  of  international  relations.  Thi^erJ- 
tails  the  consolidation  of  efforts  rela^in| 
to  those  areas  in  which  it  has  so,; far 
rbeen  successful.  ’  ^  i  t 

'  Among  these  are,  participarion  in  lh| 
^development  of  an  imemarional  ebri 
vention  relating  to  the  exploration  an| 
.utilization  of  the  resources  of  the  iej 
through  the  establishment  of  the  htei} 
national  Seabed  Authority;  the  Caribbef 
an  Basin  Initiative,  the  Trade  ani 
.Investment  ^aspects  of  which  are  ^e?^ 
peered  to  be  approved  by  the  Unrtejj 
!  States  Legislature  this  year;  and  the  widfc 
,  range  of  bilateral  and  multilateral  ui> 
derstandings  which  have  been  reacheg 
-over  the  last  year.  They  have  set  th^ 
stage  for  Jamaica  to  secure,  on  the  onS 
hand,,  the  requirements  for  the  devef 
opmenr  of  its  social  and  economij 
programmes  and,  bn  the  other,  to  mak{ 
a  valuable  contribution  to  the  deveC 
opment  of  the  international  communityj 

LAW  OF  THE  SEA  ^  t 
CONVENTION  : 

The  last  year  has  seen  the  hisrory-mal^ 

.  ing  conclusion  in  Montego  Bay  to  thj 
Third  Conference  of  the  Law  of  the  Se^ 
Convention  and  the  completion  of  thfc 
Interim  Headquaners  for  the  Intern^ 
tional  Seabed  Authority,  thus  putti^ 
Jamaica  at  centre  stage  of  a  new  thea^ge 
of  international  diplomacy.  -3 

As  regards  the  Caribbean  Basin 
it  is  expected  that  with  the  p^^age  jyf 
the  Trade  and  Investmeqc  porripn  of  |j|e 
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Bill,  "a  whofi?  " 

potennal  which  tKi*  airang^enf  h^s 
for  Jamaica  will  be  fe^afijscd. 'Jamaica  has 
played  a  central  role  m  the  fo^jtion  of 
&BAy  expects  :torprofjJt:.  IQ  an  .: 
equal  degree  in  the  opportunities  which 
this  far-reaching  and  historic  le^slation 
will  endow  on  the  Caribbean. 

In  dealing  with  the  conditions  which 
affect  the  social  environment,  there  can 
be  ho  gainsaying  the  fact  that  a  whole 
new  eh  mate  has  settled  on  the  country,  . 
'Teflecting  a  greater  peace  and  stability  in 
'  our  internal  relationships/^' '  '  V 

Crime  has  been  reduced  significantly, 
..and  for  this  'much .  cr^if  is  due  to  the 
security  forces  for  bringing  one  of  the 
'  most-  pernicious  and  destructive  social 
problems  under  control.  : 

The  Goyemmeiit  intends  to  sustain 
and,  indeed,  ‘ intensify  ib:  efforts  to  deal 
'5  with  the  pockets  of  violent  criminality 
which  still  persist.  Some  recent  incidents 
have  raised  .  concf  rn‘,as^|o  ^the  possible 
motives  for;  these  aas^Thesc  are  now 
^  the  subject the  mceyntense  investi¬ 
gations  and  the  country  xah  be  assured 
^ftthat  every  i^efforr  wH):'’^  madcitO:  pre- 
::^^erve  and^XOT^Udatc  the  acHieven^ts 

;pahi|rica  h^  bee^]|qnoiired  d^^g 

I  Sr&e  ahi  Gov^- 

|  nu^t.  ^cciaUyijp^se^^^  . 

f  in4  January  "loader  l^jestf  the 

^  ^ueeh,  who  addrebed  this  Honourable 

%Housef^phuh|Sbccasfftih.  \  . 

■ROYAL^VISI'T- 

The>.  Royal  Visit  \vai- one  of  the  first 
tributes  to^  Jamaica  as;  yve  •  began  'the 
celebrations  to  mark  our  2rsr  Anniver- 
^  sary  of  i-lpd^endence^.^Tbese  -cele- 
.  brations  .wijj^  gijpigf n|u^  ,fach 


corner^  of  Pur^'couhity^^h^^ 

-expression. on  independence  Day,  Mdn- 
’^;day,  August  1,  19815.  ^  ^  . - 

But-  the  real  tribute  to  the  .Nation  in 
this  21sr  year  of  our  Independence  can 
only  be  given  by  each  of  us  in  the 
manner  in  which  each  individual  makes 
a  crimmirment  to  this  country. 

^  The  pursuit  of  narrow  self-interest 
will,  defeat,  in  the  long  run,  all  the  ideals 
of  those  who  struggled  and  fought  for 
an  Independent  Jamaica,  and  mock  the 
efforts  and  example  of  our  National 
Heroes.  . 

Let  us  remember  that  this  year  of 
^  attainment  of  our  majority  is  also  one  in 
which  we  face  serious  challenges.  In 
spite  of  the  punishing  world  recession 
our  recovery  programme  continues  but 
it  needs  the  solidarity  of  the  nation  to 
pull  it  through. 

The  "groundwork  has  been  laid  for 
building  a  stable  and  prosperous  coun¬ 
try  but  only  the  effort  of  each  individu¬ 
al,  in  conscious  determination  to  work  ' 
for  the  collective  good  of  the  counttj^ 
*  will  bring, about  the  benefits  -  and  tlw 
better  life  -  we  each  so  ardently  desire5l^ 
Let  the  Nation  consider  well,  there=  " 
fore,  that  either  together  we  work  ife 
rebuild  of  we  will  slip  backwards  intoy^ 
fragmented  society,  ancL^that  way 
chaos:  ^ 

Let  us  then  rally  to.the  challenge.  Let; 

^  us  work  to  re-build  ^^^pming  together  . 
no  "illusions!  a^^I^our  choices  in  ’ 
the  obligation  21s  a  nation  to 

-fulfil  the  promJS^^^uf  maturity. 

May  God  Bl«s  youf  counsels^ 
-vepuhtty  has  mjjcb^  thank  God  for.' 

The  Estimates  for  the  year  1983/84 
will  be  laid  beforc^you.;, 


Budget  Highlights 
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budget  AT  A  GLANCE 

Departments/Portfolios  -  Recurrent  Capital  Totals 


CTovenmr-General. . . . $420,480  '  —  '$490  480 

Parliament . . . ;.............6,257,266  —  ■  6  957’966 

Ombudsman . ; . . . . 465,270  *  —  *465  ^70 

AAidit . . - ......2,042,620,  '  .  •  a-  2,042!620 

Se^icesCommivsimis . . 1.902.630..,^;/*/-^  i.,'902,630 


89 


RruSeliNTinSstef's  OftTce,;./:;';.';'.;.;";':! 

^$43^000 

‘  :  18.194,290 

Agriculture. . ; . . 

. :.,...&2.529,000 

76,080.600 

128,609,600 

ForeigifAOate  aud  T  rade  ...r/..,..! 

. . ,.24,255,000 

,  :  4:600,000 

28.855,000 

Finance  a n&^Platrning . . 

. 674,546,130 

/  669,794,500 

1.344.340,630 

La b<)ur  . and. Public  Serv^ 

. 190,676,130 

5.600,000 

196,276.130 

M i n ing  nd  iSnef gv  ^ . -W;. ....... ..... 

. :.......5, 16 1,660 

:  ‘  MO.800,600 

15.962.260 

Industry;  aixl  Coinmerce.;. _ ...I..;. 

..........13,479.680 

y  4,040,000 

17.519.680, 

Publ  ic  . 

„:45,484,970 

,t:%?  53.449,000 

98.933.970 

■  WorM  A . . . .  .  „:v,. . 

..........34,65 1. 880  ; 

U  ff:,75.90 1,300 

110,553,180 

..:,.L'.v^....O.884-.40O  -■ 

2 .  . 

.w^.r;383.G00,000 

3,9,510.000 

422,510.000 

Tout h  a iid  CtwTi rn unity . . . . . 

,.....:...33,34ff,320 

'''17.^60,710. 

50.607030 

Health 

..•.;.'...208,874,967 

■  22,300;100 

231,175,067 

Sficial  Sedifricv2 . 2 . .. 2. :;.2. . : . ... . 

....:;...;.2o.202.ooo 

4,200,000 

,  24.402,000 

Natural  SecunH  tndJuStf^^^ 

. . .244,142,120 

15,397.000 

-  259,5.39,120 

L(  >cal  Go\Vf hrrient . .  2 .  . . . 

. .178,990.120 

-  18,700.000 

197.690,120 

TT)ufishi.2..22.2^2..2...;^......;.22.;iG.:. 

......  ...;.8,075,000 

45.000,200 

'  53.075,200: 

TOTALS .. 

....$2,152,256,933 

.  1  ■  t-''*-.'  Tiri  .  •  \  \ 

$1,102,159,110 

$3,254,416,045; 

Budget  Expenditures 
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-^for  in  the  1 98i/84  Budget,  tabled  in,  the- 
House  of  Representatives  yesterday  by  the  Prime 
Mihistery  the  Rt,  Hon^Edward  Seaga. 


The  Estimates  call  for  gross  expenditures  of. 52,152,256,933  (Recur¬ 
rent)  and  Si,I02,lS9,  IIO  (Capital).  There  was  a  subrracriori  of  527,891,397 
in  Appropriatibns-in-Aid  from  the  gross  Recurrent  expenditure,  reducing 
that  figure  to  52,124,365,536.  The: total  net  expenditure,  including  both 


Capital  and  Recurrent  estimates,  was. 53^226^524,646* 

The  figures  showed  estimated  in- : 
creased  spending  over  the  1982/83  E^ir 
mares  of  ;  some  5500  million.  Net 
Recurrenr  estimates  rose;  from  $1.8  bil¬ 
lion  in  -1982/83  to  S2.’l  '-bill ion  in  . 

1983  :84,  and  ner  Gapitar  -  estimates- 
climbed.  from  $875  million  in  1982/83 
to  SI. I  billion  in  1983/84. 

The  largest  allocation,  as  is  normally 
the  case,  went  to  the  Ministry  of  Fi¬ 
nance,  whose  estimates  stood  at  $1.3 
biliion  for  1983/84  compared  to  $1  _ 
billion  last  year.  Next,  in  order, -  were: - 
the  Ministry'  of  Education  with  $422.5 


and  the  Public  Service  with  $196.2 
million,  and  rhe  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
with  S  128.6  million.  •  • 

The  figure^s  on  the  Capital  side 
showed  following: 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  a  new 
agricultural  programme  named  ‘Agro 
IV  is  to  be  financed  to  the  rune  of 
$62.5  miliion.The  funds  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  under  the  Caribbean  Basin  Iniria- 
tivre  Supplemental  Balance  ol  Payments 
Loan  to  assist  in  the  development  of 
conrmercial  projects  with  signiticanr  for¬ 
eign  exchange  potential  in  the  agricultu- 


militon,  the  Ministry  of  National  Securin 
ry  and  Justice  w'ith  $259.5  million,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  with  5231  million, 
the  Minisrr\'  of  Local  Government  with 
$197.6  tniJUon,  the  Ministry  of  Labour 


ral  sector. 

In  the  same  Ministry,  a  total  of  SI 6.2 
million  has  been  allocated  for  the  Spe¬ 
cial  Employment  Project;  and  the  funds 
for  Human  Employment  and  Resource 


Training  have  been 

increasecf  from  $9  last  year  rp 

nViltKyrK'  :5''  /' *''"7 

’  fN)  IHE  JitlMlSTRy,^OF/S0C!ALc 
SECURITY,  a^sum  of  $3^^  trillion  has" 
^^6een  allocated  iof  the  cpnstruction  o£  j 
'|he  Golden  Age  Home  r^lace  rh'e  1 
present- Eventide  Home  which  is  admin-^i 
isrered  by  the  Ministry  bf  Local  Gov-' j 
cmmentv/-;/  .  _  V  ■■  ■"‘C"-  ■  ■'  "*■'  ■- ' 

A  sum  -of  $4.3  million  has  bcc^^' 
allocated;  tct  the  Minist^  of  Construe-  ^ 
tio n  (^orksj  idr  th^  dredgi ng  of  sil r  and 
Y^is  fro^The  RfO  Cobre  River  and  J 
thef^andy  vui^y^AutfaJls,  and  depositing  J; 
the::mlT  at  Soapberry-  Catherine:' ^ 
Some  $5.7  inillion  .Was  allodatcd  to  this"^ 
-proiecr^as^ycar  in  .^he  S^ond\Supple-  : 
yrnentary?^  Estimates  and  the  figure  has  ' 
HQw  becit  boosted  to  $10  million.  " 

,A  provision  oLi.lO  million,  increased  ^ 
from ,  'pillion  last .  year,  has  been  ^ 
all  oca  ted  to  Xthe^  Ministry  of  Education, 
for  the  construction  arid  replacement  of  ^ 

.  22:  Primary  .  Schools  isla^wkle,-  and  - 
-forms  pan^  of  the^Govemrocot’s  pro-  '1 
^  gramme  fpf  the  construcrion  of  50  new 
;  Primary  Schools.  The  project  will  be 
'  funded  by  the  Jamaican  Govemmem  j 
and  the  • ;  I  nter^ American  : De^f opm en r  ] 

^  A"  surh^  of  $2  i^iiionv  b  alio- 

cared  ro^  the  Ministry  for:  The  1 

csra^lrshmenf  of  three  additional  School  J 
Feeding-;1^ro^rEm?e  >  production  pla nts.¥ 

'  rrf  rtrfal  to  enabjtfjjrimai^^'^ 

School  cfiiMrcn  - wnd^ide  vTo: ^ benefit  / 
from  the  Mimstry’s  effort  to  improve 
the  heaftb;  and  nutritional  status  of  the 
children  through  the  provision  of  nurri- 
bun/millc  lunch.  The  funds  allocated-^ 
this  year  will  be  tmHsed  in  commencing 
the  construcrion  of  the  plants  and  the 
provision  of  basic  machinery. 

There  is.  also  the  provision  of  $3.6 
:  million  for  the  expansion  and  itn- 
provement '  of  Bethlehem,  Moneaguc, 
Sam  Sharpe,  St.  Joseph’s,  Shorrwood  " 
and  Mico  Teachers’ Golleges. 

Secondary  Schools^  are  ro  get'  aft  -: 
increase  of  $2  miflipn  in  their  alloca¬ 
tions  for  the  compfedpo  of  a  li  braiy  at 
Clai^  ^rtbyTn  Kingston,  the  first  phase  ' 
'‘of^reFurbisTing  new  Secondary  Schools/ 
island-wide  ^nd  the  purchasing  and  re¬ 
cessing  of  iron  safes  for  security  mea- 
'  sures.  ;  / " 

W  THE  MINISTRY  OF  AGRICUL¬ 
TURE,  $300,000  more  has  been  allo¬ 
cated  for  livestock  research;  $6.9 
million,  an  increase  of  S2.4  million  over 
last  year,  for  production  incentives  (for-  " 
.merfy  Subsidy  Assi^^nce  Programme)  to 


continue  the  programme  of  incentives 
for  small  farmers,  to  enable  them  to 
expand  food'  crops  and  obtain  socially 
desirable  atnenitics;  $5  million,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $2  million  over  last  year,  for 
infrastructure  works'  on  Land  Set¬ 
tlements  and  Land  Lease  properties, 
involving  preliminary  surveys,  construc¬ 
rion  and  maintenance,  of  roads  and 
provision  of  water  supplies;  and  $1.6 
million,  $300,000  more  than  last  year, 
to  encourage  community  efforts  by  . 
farmers  for  the  improvement  of  amcni- 
riesT  such  as  roads  and  water  supplies 
under  the  Aided  Self-Help  Scheme. 

In  the  Ministry  of  Tourism,  the  grant 
to  the  Jamaica  Tourist  Board  to  finance 
the  costs  of  development  of  tourism  in  ' 
the  country  has  been  increased  from  last  : 
year’s  $28.1  million  to  $39.6  rhillion  this 
year.  The  money  will  be  used  for  pro-^ 
morion  and  advenising,  securing  in¬ 
creased  shipping  and  airline  facuilities^ 
developing  and  undertaking  projects  to. 
provide  more  arncnitics  for  tourists,  to  / 
encourage  the  highest  standards  among 
the  hotels,  and  to  inspect  and  recom¬ 
mend  horeb  for  licensing.  - 

:  In  the  Ministry  of  Youth  and  Com-  ^ 
'  monity  Development,  -a  sum  of  SI  .8 
million  has  been  allocated  to  complete 
improvements  to :  the  Copse  Place  of 
Safety,  refurbishing  the  Homestead 
Place  of  Safety  and  the  construction  of 
one  boys’  home  to  accomodate  100 
boys  as  well  as  to  build  one  girls’  home. 

The  Institute  of  Sports  is  to  receive 
$3,6  million,  an  increase  of  $1.1  million 
over  last  year,  for  improvements  to 
Independence  Park  where  the  National 
Stadium  and  Arena  are  located,  and  for 
the  development  of  a  number  of  playing 
i  fields. 

Also  in  this  Ministry,  a  sum  of  $5 
million;  an  increase  from  $2.6  million 
last  year,  has  been  allocated  for  the 
expansion  of  the  Vocational  Training 
Development  Institute  and  construcrion 
of  two  industrial  production  centres  in 
Kingston  and  Montego  Bay  over  a  4- 
year  period  under  a  Jamaica/  World 
Bank  Third  Education  Project. 

IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH, 
$1,4  million  have  been  allocated  For  the 
construcrion  of  a  new  block  at  the 
Lionel  Town  Hospital  to  replace  the 
existing  Female  Ward,  A  new  casualty 
block  which  is  being  erected  at  the 
Spanish  Town  Hospital  with  funds  from 
that  town’s  Kiwanis  Club  is  to  receive 
$100,000  for  the  purchase  of  equip¬ 
ment.  A  sum  of  $3*1  million  has  been 
allocated  to  meet  the  cost  of  a  new 
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""KeafrT^enrre  ^  Fort "  Antonio  and  the  -1 
upgrading  of  the  present  comprehensive  i 
hcalrii  centre  there.  i 

Ta  the  Ministry  of  National  Security 
and  Justice^  . million  has  been  allo¬ 
cated,  which  is  in  faa  a  decrease  of  $1 
million  dver*  last  year’s  allocation,  for  ' 
the  building  of  police  stations,  as  well  as 
improvements  to  existing  stations.  ? 

“  In  the  Ministry  of  Local  Govern-  " 
ment,  funds  for  financing  mainly  on- 

•  going  road  and  drainage  improvement 
works  to  be  undertaken  this  year;  shows  1 
aftrSVt  milliorr  increase  over  last 
;lycar^S$6.1  million. 

RECURRENT  SIDE,  the 
i  Estiinates  show:  ‘  ^  ^ 

1^  te  the  Office  of  the  Prime  Ministeiva:? 
?^sum  of  $790,640  has  been  allocated  to  ) 

*  the  Jamaica  National  Heritage  T rust  for  > 
various  projectsi  and  $1  million  to  the  >■ 
National  Libiar/of  Jamaica.^ 

:  In  the  Minis^^^^  Agriculture,  an 
V  ^ra^'Sf 38,000  ^^h^  been  allocated  for 
Sthc  maintenance  of  public  gardens  and 
'  ZOOS  Fern  Gully,  Bath,  ^ 

Bambop  Grove,  Casrleton  and  Cincho- 
>na,  and  the  Hope  Zooi  A  sum  of  $1 
^  million,  has  been  allocated  for  expenses 
in  the  operation  of  the  Agricultural 


"  "7^  the  "Revenue  Board 

under  the  Ministry  of  Finance  has  been 
increased  by  $938,000  under  a  newly- 
reorganised  system.  A  sum  of  $335,000 
has  been  allocated  to  the  Estate  Board, 
Vhile  the  subsidy  for  the  Basic  Needs 
Basket  has  been  reduced  by  $3  million  ^ 
from  $12  million  last  year. 

In  the  Ministry^ of  Education,  an 
extra  $4.5  million  have  been  provided 
for  financing  the  cost  of  Primary  Educa¬ 
tion.  Funds  arc  included  to  address  the 
needs,  of  schools  in  socially-depressed 
urban  areas  namely,  Trench  Town  Pri-' 
mary,  Jones  Town  Primary  and  M aver-  , 
ley  All-Age.  ^ 

The  allocations  to.  Secondary  and 
High  Schools  have  been  increased  by  $3 
million  and  $1.6  million,  respectively. 
The  Agricultural  College’s  budget  has  ; 
been  increased  from  last  year’s  $750,000 
to  Sl.l  million  this  year.  Boarding 
grants  have  been  increased  by  $3  miI-»  _ 
lion,  and  the  scholarship  and  tuition 
fees  for  students  of  the  University  of  the. ' 
West  Indies  have  been,  increasedby  SVz 
million. 


Thrust  in  Agriculture 
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[Text]  A  ’^BOLD  NEW  PROGRAMME  -  AGRO  21  -  more  far-reaching  in  concept  than 
anything  ever  before  designed”  will  be  the  major  new  thrust  of  the  Government's 
economic  programme  for  the  forthcoming  year,  and  will  incorporate  plans  for 
increasing  small  farm  production. 

This  was  the  principal  announcement  in  the  Throne  Speech,  read  by  the 
Governor-General,  the  Most  Hon.  Sir  Florizel  Glasspole,  to  Parliament  at  the 
State  Opening  yesterday. 

Details  of  the  new  programme  would  be  outlined  in  the  Budget  presentation, 
the  Throne  Speech  said. 

On  a  more  general  note,  the  Speech  dealt  with  the  necessity,  for  the  solidarity 
of  the  nation,  to  pull  through  the  economic  recovery  programme  in  view  of  the 
punishing  world  recession. 

The  Throne  Speech,  which  lasted  just  over  an  hour,  marked  the  ceremonial  open¬ 
ing  of  the  1983/84  session  of  the  Jamaican  Parliament.  Prior  to  delivering 
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the  speech  to  a  joint  sitting  of  both  Houses — the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives — Sir  Florizel  inspected  a  Guard-of-Honour  formed  by  the  2nd 
Batallion,  Jamaica  Regiment,  just  outside  Gordon  House. 


The  Governor  General  was  dressed  in  his  yellow  and  green  ceremonial  uniform 
with  a  red  sash.  He  was  accompanied  by  Lady  Glasspole.  The  public  gallery 
was  three-quarters  full  and  there  was  a  large  turn-out  of  Members  of  both 
Houses,  with  notable  absentees  being  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  Mr. 
Michael  Manley  and  the  Leader  of  the  Government  Business  in  the  Senate,  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Ronald  Irvine. 


Sir  Florizel  said  the  real  tribute  to  the  nation,  in  this  its  21st  year  of 
Independence  could  only  be  given  by  each  of  its  citizens  in  the  manner  in 
which  each  individual  made  a  commitment  to  the  country. 

The  pursuit  of  narrow  self-interest  would  defeat,  in  the  long  run,  all  the 
ideals  of  those  who  struggled  and  fought  for  an  Independent  Jamaica  and  mock 
the  efforts  and  example  of  our  National  Heroes . 


Let  us  remember  that  this  year  of  attainment  of  our  majority  is  also  one  in 
which  we  face  serious  challenges,”  Sir  Florizel  said.  ”In  spite  of  the  pun¬ 
ishing  world  recession  our  recovery  programmes  continues,  but  it  needs  the 
solidarity  of  the  nation  to  pull  it  through.” 

He  said  that  the  groundwork  has  been  laid  for  building  a  stable  and 
prosperous  country,  but  only  the  effort  of  each  individual,  in  conscious 
determination  to  work  for  the  collective  good  of  the  country,”  will  bring 
about  the  benefits  and  the  better  life  we  each  so  ardently  desire”. 

”Let  the  nation  consider  well,  therefore,  that  either  together  we  work  to  re¬ 
build  or  we  will  slip  backwards  into  a  fragmented  society,  and  that  way  lies 


chaos,”  he  said. 

“Let  us  rally  to  tfe  chalfengc.  Let  us  work  to  rebuild* 
coming  together  with  no  illusions  as  to  our  choices  in 
the  obligation  we  have  as  a  nation  to  fulfil  the  promise 
^  of  our  maturity V  ,  ’ 

Speaking  on  Agriculture,  Sir  Florizel  spoke  of  “  a 
bold  new  programme- AG  RO  21”  which  will  be  out¬ 
lined  in  this  year’s  Budget. 

He  said  that  the  programme  will  be  more  far- 
reaching  in  concept  than  anything  ever  before  designed. 
It  will  be  the  major  new  thrust  of  the  Government’s 
economic  programme  for  the  forthcoining  year,  and 
will  incorporate  plans  For  increasing  small  farm  produc¬ 
tion. 

HE  SAID  that  the  Government  will  be  introducing 
measures  to  modernise  agricultural  technology  in  Jamai¬ 
ca,  so  as  to  bring  about  expanded  commercial  opera¬ 
tions  with  improved  yields  better  prices,  and  to  use 
large  acreages  of  idle  land  for  both  domestic  and  export 
markets.  ^ 

He  said  that  the  most  massive  housing  programme 
in  the  country’s  history  would  commence  this  year  and 
that  Government  was  pursuing  a  number  of  initiatives 


on  severaf  fronts  aimed  at  maintaining  the  momentum 
in  the  construction  industry. 

He  said  that  the  Government  intends  to  sustain 
and  intensify  its  "efforts  to  deal  with  the  pockets  of 
violent  criminality  which  still  persisted. 

Some  recent  incidents  have  raised  concern  as  to 
the  possible  motives  for  criminal  acts,  he  said,  and  they 
were  now  the  subject  of  the  most  intense  investigations 
and  the  country  could  be  assured  that  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  preserve  and  consolidate  the  achievements 
-  of  the  recent  past. 

In  the  area  of  international  relations,  he  said  that 
the  Government  would  continue  to  build  upon  the 
success  which  it  has  had  in  that  field,  which  entailed 
the  consolidation  of  efforts  relating  to  those  areas  in 
which  it  has  so  far  been  successful. 

Speaking  on  the  public  utilities,  he  said  that  the 
Government  has  decided  ro  divest  itself  of  the  Jamaica 
Omnibus  Service  and  to  lease  packages  of  routes  to 
private  sector  transport  entities  capable  of  operating  an 
efficient  transpon  system. 

He  said  that  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  to  16,  the 
present  route  structure  comprising  44  overlapping 
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routes'- on  tKc^Li^uan^TPlains,  In  order  to  allow  tor 
greater  profitability.  The  current  J.O.S.  organization  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  leasing  operations  and  will  be 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of  the  new  transportj 
■  system.  .  ■  r  .«■ 

He  said  that  it  is  expected  that  this  arrangement  * 
--wilh  provide -“a  modem'  and  effective  Urban  'trairepOrr. 
system  for  the  Kingston  Metropolitan  Area,  and  will  lay- ; 
the  foundation  for  a  similar  project  in  Montego  Bay.  In  ; 
'  line  with  this,  the  rural  transportation  network  is  being 
assessed  to  determine  as  a  second  phase  the  steps  to  be  i 
taken  to  provide  an  orderly  rural  transp>ort  system. 

ON  WATER,  he  said  that  steps  are  being  taken  to 
provide  a  "  more  suitable  and  reliable  domestic  water  ! 
supply  system  in  the  Corporate  Area,  by  implementing 
the  Yallahs  River  option  of  the  Blue  Mountain  Water 
Supply  Scheme  which  is  expected  to  provide  15  million 
gallons  per  day  in ‘19R4.  ' 

He  said  that  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Jamaica 
Public  Service  Company  will  be  completed  this  year  and 
the  implementation  of  the  Management  Audit,  which  is 
the  final  leg  of  the  rehabilitation  programme,  is  now 
being  put  into  operation*  .  ‘  — 

He  said  that  the  basis  has  now  been  laid  for  a 
National  Road  ,  Plan  based  on  the  establishment  of  a 
single  Road  Authority.  This  will  be  followed  by  the 
preparation  of  afNationaJ-;Water.  Plan  this  year  and  a  ^ 
National  Energy  Plan  which  will  be  tabled  during  this 
session  of  the  Honscw  "  ^  ^  4?^  ;  J  ^  y  I 

He  sakl  tharthe  mvestment  promorion"  activities  of 
the  'Government  will  be  further  streamlined  this  year 
an  important  p>an  of  the  effort  to  miaintairi  the  houyan-- 
cy  of  investment  activities*  ^  -  ^ 


'  The  Government’s  policy  to  revitalise  and  expand 
Youth  programmrs  was  fully  ons  stream.  Sir  Florizel 
sard.  He  said  that  59  community  centres  were  refur¬ 
bished  and  upgraded  last  year  bringing  the  total  of  . 
functional  centres  to  115. 

An  integral  part  of  the  programme  is  the  Village 
Sports  Programme,  first  conceived  in  .1964  and  noW  re- 
aaivated.  The  Government  is  to  spend  $1,4  million  this 
year  to  upgrade  87  playing  fields  in  urban  and  rural 
communities  islandwide  as  part  of  this  programme. 

THE  GQMPULSORY  EDUCATION  programme 
is  to  be  expanded  from  two  to  six  parishes  during  this 
year  and  the  Government’s  plan  to  provide  a  place  for 
every  child  in  a  primary  school  was  well  underway,  he 
said. 

To  guide  the  industrial  relations  process,  the 
Government  will  table  shortly  the  report  on  “Work 
Attitudes’-  prepared  by.  a  task  force  commissioned  by 
the  Prime  Minister  last  year. 

Speaking  on  the  public  sector  wage  negotiations, 
he  said  that  the  Government  recognised  the  need  for 
meaningful  regrading  and  is  committed  to  effeaing  this 
within  the  resources  that  are  available,  as  well  as  the 
development  of  strategies  that  will  improve  the  ability 
of  the  public  sector  to  keep  and  recruit  professionally 
skilled  staff,  and  to  improve  incrementally  and  effecti¬ 
vely  their  levels  of  renumeration. 

He  said  that  the^  establishment  of  the  post  of 
y  Contractor  General,  the  drafting  of  which  was  recently 
completed^  is  now  before  the  Cabinet  and  will  provide 
.a  new  and  effective  instrument  in  the  war  against 
improper  and  corrupt  practices,  fulfilling  one  more 
underraking  of  the  Government.  _  _ 


CSO:  3298/550 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


POLL  SHOWS  PNP  HOLDS  SLIGHT  BUT  DIMINISHED  LEAD  OVER  JLP 

Forty--one  Percent  for  PNP 

Kingston  THE  SUNDAY  GLEANER  in  English  17  Apr  83  p  1 

[Text]  Note:  The  l^rch  1983  Stone  poll  was  carried  out  over  the  period 
March  3rd,  to  7th,  1983  in  15  Corporate  communities  and  35  communities  in 
the  other  parishes •  922  persons  were  interviewed  over  the  period.  The 

sample  used  is  estimated  to  be  accurate  within  a  3%  margin  of  error  with  a 
3%  overrepresentation  of  1983  JLP  voters;  and  the  Poll  results  have  been 
adjusted  statistically  to  correct  for  this  error. 


i  ^  The  March  1983  Stdne  polf;; 
found  rhat^  the  PNP  was  still 
ahead  the  JLP  but  by  a^ 

.  slightly  smaller  .  matgla^  Gom^^^^^ 
"pared  to  the  October  1982  poll.  ;J 

_ JLP  support  remained 'att  38%  ' 

’while  PNP  support  declined'  by 
:2%  from  43%  to  41%.  WPJ 
support  stood  ar  1% 

The  continued  economic  cri¬ 
sis,  absence  of  vital  signs  con¬ 
vincing  the  man  in  the  street 
that  the  economy  is  improving 
added  to  the  gathering  storm  of 
inflation  being  felt  throughout 
the  "economy  and  growing  anxi¬ 
ety  and  uncertainty  about  the 
future  of  the  economy  have  all 
weakened  The  JLP’s  credibility 
for  sound  economic  mange- 
ment. 

Among  persons  who  did  not. 
vote  in  1980,  but  were  likely  to 
vote  in  the  next  elections  the 


PNP  commanded  58%'^of ,  tHafV 
group.  Additionally  among  1980 
voters  28%  of  current  PNP  sup¬ 
port  consists  of  JLP’ voters  who 
.have  switched  back  to  the  PNP‘ 
^‘because  of  disillusionment  with 
the  JLP. 

If  we  ignore  the  uncom¬ 
mitted,  the  overall  balance  be¬ 
tween  the  parties  is  as  follows. 

PNP  . 51%.  ....JLP-  :.:48%. 

.  ...... wpj  . 1%:; 

In  October  1982  the  Stone 
poll  found  a  53%  level  of  PNP 
popular  suppon. 

-  QUESTION; 

If  an.  election  were 
called  now,  which  party . 
would  you  vote  for? 


ANSW^: 
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Comparison  with  earlier  polls 


PNP 

WPJ 

JLP 

Un  1 

committed 

October  1980 

37% 

♦ 

50% 

13%.:  ■ 

February  1981 

29% 

46% 

25%  1 

■.  * 

May  1981 

20% 

48%  ' 

30%  1 

July  1981 

22% 

36% 

31%  t 

.  Novfmbtir J981 

20% 

2% 

26%- 

31% 

May  1982 

34%  , 

0.6% 

41% 

24%  ' 

^  Octobar  1982 

42% 

0.3% 

38% 

19%  >. 

'  '  "  March  1982 

41% 

1% 

38% 

20%  £ 

’  •• 
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[Article  by  Margaret  Morris] 

[Text]  Barring  an  economic  miracle,  the 
PNP  will  continue  to  be  so  schizophrenic, 
intemperate  as  to  foul  their  own  next... 

f  Jamaican  politics  that  no 
Goyemment  wins  an.  election, 
but  it  can  lose  it.  This  applies 
also  to  parties  —  the  other 
side  loses  it.  Already  we  are 
anticipating  the  next  election, ; 

-and  wondering  ^  who  Js  going 
'to  win  the  Donkey  Race  i.e., 

^who  is  going  to  lose.  In  my 
view,  the  two  major  paties  are 
running,  or  rather  going  back¬ 
wards,  neck  and  neck. 

The  Opposition  always  has  the 
i  advantage  because  everything  that 
-  goes  wrong,  can  be  presented  as  the 
government’s  fault.  Thus,  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crunch,  unemployment,  the 
cost  of  living,  and  problems  such  as 


Lost  the  JLP  can  hope  for  is  that  the 
so  indiscip lined,  so  ideologically 

"  the  water  crisis  can  all  be  attributed 
to  the  administration  and  are,  po¬ 
tentially,  nails  in  the  JLP  coffin. 

As  the  March  Stone  Poll  demon-  - 
strated  the  majority  of  those  who  had 
:  views  disapproved  of  the  recent  eco¬ 
nomic  measures,  though  few  bothered 
to  study  or  evaluate  them.  The  average 
voter  is  not  an  economic  analyst  he  only 
knows  that  he  is  hurting.  To  the  man 
with  hungry  belly,  statistics  about  margi- 
.  nal  economic  growth  are  of  no  interest. 

It’s  a  moot  point  which  situation  is 
more  detrimental  for  the  incumbent 
aclministration;  an  electorate  with  plenty 
of  funny  money  and  nothing  to  spend  it 
on,  or  an  electorate  unable  to  afford  the 
many  goodies  now  available.  Currently, 
our  consumer-oriented  philosophy  (an 
inevitable  concomitant  of  the  free  mar¬ 
ket  ideology)  is  exacerbating  the  voter’s 
frustration.  Manley  had  the  wit  to  pre¬ 
ach  the  value  of  austerity;  when  we 
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could  not  get  ricc^^  pr  soap,  or  car  paMs, 
we  could  at  least  comfort  ourselves  by 
feeling  virtuous  and  patriotic.  Nowadays  - 
we  just  feel  poor  aiuk  deprived.  It  "  is 
becoming  apparent  that,  conceptually, 
the  PNP  .has  an  edge:  during  hardtimes: 
the  idealism  of:  democratic  socialism 
must  seem  doubly  alluring,  whereas 
“capitalism*  when,  it  doesn’t  work,  is 
likely  to^  be  ^reeived  as  cruel  matcria-‘ 
lism.  ^  ,  .  A- 

{ SiUurts  wtk  a  handte^ 

So  theJLP  starts  with  a  handicap^ . 
and  one  that  is  seriously  amravated 
■by  the  fact  that  their  Public  Relations 
"  are  sd'appallirig^^K^  -as'  if  the 

government  is  making  no  effort  to 
sell  itself  and  its  performances  to  ris, 
although  they  are.  spending  plenty  of 
money  to  sell  these  to  the  U.S.A.  To  - 
.  judge  from  re-prints  in  the  local 
press,  Ann  Sabo  of  a,  A.  Sabo  Asso¬ 
ciates,  is  performing  the  latter  func- 
tion  efficiently.  interestingjo_- 

reflect  that,  as  a  source  claiiris,  wnen  ■ 
'eniployed  by  the  PNP  she  was  not 
nearly  so  successful,  but  then  selling 
Michael  tpr  the  multi-nationals  would 
require  supernatural  powers).  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  no  local  public  relations 
livwire  selling  us  the  JLP.  This  is 
not  only  remiss,  it  is  incomprehensi¬ 
ble  ITsi^ciaily  when  you  rctlect 
that  the  government  still  owns, and  or 
controls  the  biilk  of  the  media.  ■  ;  '  : 

Although  there  have  been^  at-^^ 
tempts  to  manipulate  or  suppress 
news,  the  JLP  goverriment  can  never  . 
be  accusea  of  using  their  radio  and 
TV  stations  and  newspapers  for  bla^ 
fitt  the  wTahd^  arid^  wiiWtohd- 
aooieiy*  Ed  Bartlett  is  also  mq^g  a 
positive  impression.  Even  the]g|erci- 
less  microscope  of  inept  TV  |Mnot 
distort  Dr.  Bantgh,  he  come^i^yoss 
unfailingly  as  a  decent  and  iinelli- 
cent  person  —  though  the  Junior 
doctors  and  NAJ  seem  to  ^apiain 
strangely  unimpressed  these 

quallnes.  On  the  other  hapd,  Dr. 
Broderick  comes  across  morfc^  often 
than  not  as  a  buffoon  —  he  Js  a 
good  exaunple  of  someone  despera¬ 
tely  in  need  of  professional  public 
relations  assistance.  ^  rt 


Not  crucial 

<j‘.J  ’■  , 

The  impressions  of  the  public  at 
large  are  important  but  not^ crucial. 
The  critical  factor  is  the  perception 
of  constituents  concerning  their  own 
M.P/s  performance.  On  this,  score, 
many  incumbents  are  slated,  current¬ 
ly,  to  lose  their  seats.  Take  for  in¬ 
stance  our  small  corner  in  St.  Ann: 
Bobby  Marsh  of  N.E.  St.  Ann  is 


riding  high.  His  appointment,  ,?i,s  Ju- 
'nior  Minister  in  Coristructiq^  ^  may 
have  something  to  do  with  it;  but 
Marsh  has  proved  himself  an  achiev¬ 
er  and  has  initiated  considerable  de¬ 
velopment  and  employments  in  his 
constituency.  He  is  tipped  ,tQ.  win 
agaiOi 

On  the  other  hand,  his  JLP  col¬ 
leagues  arc  reportedly  in  Wbrries. 

Tint  pfopafgarida.^”^^ 

they  are  throwing  away  a  legitimate 
opportunity  to  project'  a  positive 
image  of  tneir  performance.  A  case 
^in  Point:  a  low  key  i#em  appearing  in 
die  Gleaner  of  Friday  April  8  said: 

“News  has  reached  the  Gleaner 
that  but  for  the  efforts  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  Minister  of  Mining  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Seaga  the  Alpart 
Bauxite/ Alumina  Plant  would  be 
closed.  A  bauxite  spo^^kesman  says 
that  the  country  should  know  this”. 
Certainly  we  should.  If  Mr.  Seaga  has 
persuaded  Alpart  to  stay  open,  this  is 
^something  to  shout  about,  not  some- , 
thing  to  be  buried  on  Page  Nine.  Can 
you  imagine  the  banner  headlines 
and  fulsome  econiums  that  a  similar 
coup  by  Michael  would  have  rated 
from  his  captive  press? 

A  workaholic 

Mr-  Seaga  is  a  workaholic  who  is  ' 
knocking  his  brains  out  for  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  ne  has  no  flair  for  publicity. 
Consequently  it  is  necessary  to  em¬ 
ploy  someone  to  keep  on  selling  < 
Seag^  and  his  party  to  those  of  us 
1^0  live  outside  of  Tivoli. 

There  are  ^me  members  of  the 
government  who  are  making  a  de¬ 
termined  effort  to  project  them¬ 
selves  —  with  varying  degrees  of 
success.  Thanks  to  nis  “Savvy”  cha¬ 
risma,  arid  energy,  Peamel  Carles 
could  probably  run  in  any,  constitu- 
These  two  constituencies  have  been 
deeply  affected  by  the  attrition  of 
Kajser.  Dr.  Gallimore,  of  S.W.  has 
^  become  ‘the  man  a  foreign*  no  long- 
:  er  the  ‘man  a  yard*..  He  is  charged 
i  with  neglect,  and  observers  predict 
I  that  a  strong  PNP  cha^llenger  could 
pocket  this  hereditary  fief.  Princess 
Lawes  of  N.W.  St.  Ann  illustrates  the 
fact  that  press  coverage  does  not 
necessarily  reflect  approval  at  home 
in  the  constituency.  Miss  Lawes  is 
articulate  and  photogenic,  and  as  an 
ex-iournalist,  no  slouch  about  Public 
Relations.  Scarcely  a  week  passes 
without  her  picture  in  the  paper  or 
the  report  of  some  speech  she  has 
made. 
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No  signiHcant 
development 

But  at  home,  in  her  constituency, 
her  stock  is  low  and  falling  rapidly. 

'  There  has  been  no  significant  devel¬ 
opment  in  N.W.  St.  Ann,  in  fact  no 
development  of  any  kind  unless  you 
count  road  work,  and  Lawes  has 
alienated  some  of  her  most  influen¬ 
tial  supporters.  North  West,  tradi¬ 
tionally  a  PNP  strong  hold  is  tipped 

to  revert.  . 

^ "  Seymour  Mulling,  maintaining 
his  image  as  a  decent  moderate,  and 
reaping  all  the  benefits  of  being  in 
^opposition  is  a  certainty  to  restrain 
S.W.  St.  Ann  for  the  PNP  -  unless, 
the  phenomenal  Wafly  Goldsmith  can 
be  persuaded  to  stand  again  as  JLP; 
challenger."  ' 

This  political  microcosm  of  St. 

I^Ann  is  —  I  am  sure  —  replicated  all 
over  the  island:  the  ingredients  of 
poor  government,  public  relations, 
ecOTomic  crunch,  non-performing 
M.P.s  dnd  neglect  of  constituents  are 
not  confined  to  St.  Ann  alone.  Thus, 
although  elections  are  stilf  far  away, 
the  prospects  for  the  JLP  are  not 
encouraging. 

Bamng  an  economic  miracle,  the 
most  they  can  hope  for  is  that  the 


PNP  wiircontinue‘to  be  so  schizoph¬ 
renic,  so  indisciplined,  and  so  ideolo¬ 
gically  intemperate  as  to  foul,  their 
own  nest,  cut  their  own  throats,  and 
nulli^  all  the  advantages  of  being  a 
“hara  times’*  opposition. 

Cheer  up,  JLP,  it  looks  as  if  this 
is  exactly  what  will  happen.  As  wit¬ 
ness  Mr.  Manley’s  recent  catharsis  in 
New  York  when  he  declared,  “If  I 
had  to  do  it  all  over  again,  let  me  say 
unapologetically  there  is  not  one 
strategic  thrust  which  we  needed 
which  I  would  ever  retreat  from”. 
Then  there  was  the  PNP’s  naive 
attack  on  the  U.S.  on  behalf  of  Gre¬ 
nada,  and,  even  more  naive,  their 
refusal  to  acknowledge  the  Commu¬ 
nist  influence  there. 

Votes  decide  elections,  but  it 
takes  a  lot  of  money  to  woo  and 
mobilize  the  voters.  In  Jamaica,  no¬ 
body  with  any  money  or  any  hope  of 
making  money  is  going  to  subsidize 
the  PNP  campaign  as  long  as  the 
party  is  suspected  of  harbouring 
some  with  Communist  tendencies. 
And  that  means  as  long  as  Michael 
Manley  is  head  of  the  party.  Michael 
Manley  remains  the  JLP’s  secret 
weapon.  The  establishment  will  nev¬ 
er  trust  him  again.  That  is  the  fcot- 
,  tom  line. 


Anti- JLP  Tide 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEA^TER  in  English  18  Apr  83  p  8 
[Article  by  Carl  Stone] 

[Text]  Political  activity  in  Jamaica  has  been  at  a  rather  low  level  since 
October,  1980  when  the  JLP  won  its  landslide  victory. 

The  JLP  has  been  concentrating  on  administration  and  economic  management  and 
has  virtxially  dismantled  its  party  machinery  that  in  the  peak  period  of  the 
1980  campaign  had  one  organiser  for  every  2  voters  in  many  areas. 

The  PNP  has  kept  the  lowest  of  profiles,  issuing  only  occasional  press  re¬ 
leases,  but  mainly  staying  out  of  the  public  view  to  allow  memories  of  its 
past  to  fade  and  acquire  the  image  of  a  responsible  opposition  which  is  allow¬ 
ing  the  new  government  to  function  without  harassment. 

In  the  meantime,  an  enormous  build-up  of  grumbling,  alienation,  frustration 
and  disaffection  has  altered  the  balance  of  political  support  in  the  country 
although  the  opposition  party  remains  quite  inactive. 
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The  last  two  Stone  Polls  have  recorded  PNP  majorities  of  5%  and  3%  with  19% 
and  20%  of  the  voters  favouring  neither  party. 

It  is  the  first  occasion  since  these  polls  have  been  conducted  in  which  a 
governing  party  has  been  shown  to  have  minority  support  before  the  end  of  its 
first  term  in  office. 

In  1976  the  JLP  closed  the  gap  on  the  PNP  by  moving  from  29%  to  34%  between 
August,  1976  and  October,  1976  while  PNP  support  remained  at  36%.  The  narrow 
2%  lead  by  the  PNP  in  October  was  rapidly  expanded  after  the  PNP  stepped  up 
its  campaign.  The  JLP  had  stolen  a  march  on  the  PNP  by  beginning  its  cam¬ 
paign  much  earlier.  But  by  November  the  PNP  had  pulled  ahead  with  46%  while 
the  JLP  had  peaked  at  34%. 

Sheer  Fantasy 

The  situation  today  is  quite  different  as  both  parties  remain  organisationally 
inactive.  But  the  tide  of  opinion  is  swinging  against  the  JLP  because  of  the 
economic  hardships  being  experienced  right  across  the  country.  The  idea  some 
JLP  leaders  have  that  they  will  be  re-elected  on  the  basis  of  memories  of 
PNP  policy  failures  is  sheer  fantasy. 

The  JLP  has  several  liabilities.  Many  who  voted  JLP  in  1980  were  traditional 
PNP  voters  and  quite  a  few  have  since  defected.  Seaga  has  never  been  a  popu¬ 
lar  political  figure.  In  late  1979  when  the  polls  were  showing  a  substantial 
JLP  lead  over  the  PNP,  Michael  Manley  and  Hugh  Shearer  came  out  ahead  of  Seaga 
as  political  leaders  that  were  more  liked  by  the  voters . 

The  only  leadership  polls  in  which  Seaga  emerged  on  top  in  that  1979-80  period 
were  polls  asking  about  the  most  qualified  leader  to  run  the  government. 

When  we  asked  that  question  in  September,  1980  which  leader  would  do  the  best 
job  of  running  the  government,  Seaga  earned  40%  of  the  preferences  and  Manley 
36%. 


Perhaps  the  most  significant  result  from  the  recent  poll  was  the  views  ex¬ 
pressed  on  which  party  leaders  were  preferred  as  persons  to  be  given  respon¬ 
sibility  for  running  the  country.  Manley  got  43%  and  Seaga  37%  almost  exactly 
reversing  the  September,  1980  result. 

Seagals  image  as  an  efficient  manager  and  economic  wizard  has  clearly  been 
muddied  by  high  unemplo3niient ,  depressed  markets  for  small  farmers,  lay-offs 
in  bauxite,  sugar  and  public  enterprises,  the  high  cost  of  living  or  low  pur¬ 
chasing  power,  a  feeling  of  hopelessness  on  the  part  of  large  sections  of  the 
poorer  classes,  limited  public  spending  and  acute  shortage  of  cash  in  most 
households. 

That  fact  rather  than  strong  attraction  to  the  PNP  and  its  leaders  accounts 
for  the  JLP  minority  position. 
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The  hostile  economic  climate  linked  to  the  U.S.  recession  and  the  drastic 
fall  in  bauxite  earnings  have  shattered  the  JLP^s  credibility  as  effective 
managers  of  the  economy  able  to  succeed  where  the  PNP  failed. 

Leadership  Crisis 

The  PNP  survived  for  a  long  time  after  the  people  became  aware  that  their 
economic  situation  was  getting  worse  because,  up  to  late  1977,  the  PNP  had 
a  popular  political  message  and  had  generated  tremendous  grassroots  enthus¬ 
iasm.  The  JLP  has  no  such  asset.  On  the  contrary  the  JLP  has  to  perform 
even  more  than  the  PNP  did  to  retain  credibility  because  the  JLP  attracted 
support  on  the  premise  that  the  party  could  show  positive  results  where  the 
PNP  had  merely  mismanaged. 

Many  middle  class  persons  and  business  people  are  shocked  that  a  majority  of 
voters  could  be  saying  that  their  situation  is  now  worse  off  than  it  was 
under  the  PNP.  Class  experiences  however,  are  not  uniform,  nor  are  per¬ 
ceptions  across  the  classes  similar.  The  poorer  classes  evaluate  governments 
by  results  and  not  by  statistical  indicators. 

More  importantly,  the  poorer  people  are  becoming  impatient  with  all  politicians 
who  promise  great  things  and  deliver  little.  In  this  respect  there  is  a  crisis 
of  leadership  credibility  which  underlies  the  rapid  decline  of  the  JLP  1980 
majority,  which  will  affect  both  PNP  and  JLP  leaders  in  the  future.  That  fact 
is  obscured  by  the  poll  results. 

The  margin  of  difference  separating  the  PNP  and  JLP  is  quite  small  but  the 
PNP  has  not  yet  hit  the  road.  If  the  PNP  is  serious  when  it  does  hit  the 
road  the  JLP  is  going  to  be  in  deep  trouble  in  terms  of  having  a  reasonable 
chance  to  a  second  term. 

The  WPJ^s  Munroe  came  third  after  Manley  and  Seaga  as  the  more  preferred  of 
the  two  minor  party  leaders  mentioned  in  the  poll.  H.  Charles  Johnson^s 
0.5%  rating  was  mistakenly  reported  in  the  poll  publication  as  5%.  Munroe ^s 
2.5%  might  seem  trivially  small,  but  in  an  electorate  with  over  one  million 
voters  Munroe  clearly  has  some  30,000  voters  in  Jamaica  who  are  impressed 
with  his  leadership. 

A  Different  NPJ 

Munroe  and  the  WJ  have  more  impact  on  the  political  system  than  these  numbers 
suggest.  His  party  through  its  myriad  promotional  groups  has  played  no  small 
part  in  successfully  tagging  the  JLP  with  a  ^big  man*  image  which  represents 
yet  another  of  the  political  liabilities  the  JLP  has  as  regards  credibility 
with  many  voters. 

The  WPJ  has  quite  sensible  shifted  from  being  ideological  missionaries  pro¬ 
moting  communism  in  an  anti-communist  country  to  projecting  themselves  as 
activists  fighting  for  poor  people *s  causes  on  a  variety  of  fronts  through  a 
network  of  vocal  organisations. 
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If  the  Jamaican  economy  continues  to  slide  between  now  and  the  next  elections, 
the  JLP  is  not  even  going  to  have  a  fighting  chance  to  get  that  muchdesired 
second  term.  The  build-up  of  alienation  in  the  society  among  young  people 
and  the  poor  could  well  move  beyond  even  the  PNP^s  ability  to  contain  and 
absorb  it  as  it  did  in  the  1968-72  period  when  the  country  was  ripe  for 
political  upheaval.  That  reality  might  be  more  important  than  who  wins  the 
next  election. 


CSO:  3298/551 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


SEAGA  PROPOSES  NEW  BAUXITE  BARTER  ARRANGEMENTS 


Kingston  THE  SUNDAY  GLEANER  in  English  17  Apr  83  pp  1,  2 


[Excerpt] 

'  .Prime  Mirriste?  Edward  Seaga  disclosed  on 
Friday  night  that  present  proposals  could  lead  to; 
the  exportation  to  overseas  markets  of  some  two 
million  -’tons  of  bauxite  and  its  equivalent  in; 
alumina  through  barter  arrangements.  - 

These  proposals  were  looking  to  extend  the 
barter  system  to  include  any  surplus  Jamaican 
.commodity,  the  Prime  Minister  told  guests  at  the 
I  Chrysler/ Motor  Sales  reception  at  the  Jamaica  ; 
;  Pegasus  Hotels  V  New  Kingston.  ,  The  proposals t 
maimed  at  increased  traffic  in -tourism,  establish- 
.:ment  of  factories  and  agricultural  products,  all 
^through  the  bartering  process,  ,  V  4 

'  Two-way  trade '  .  '■  -- 

-  Thr- Ttteption  was  marking  "the  licent  arrival  ofs 
/motor  vehicles  obtained  through  the  counter  trade  ' 
‘..agreement  between  Chrysler  Corporation  and  the  Baux-'^ 
/ite  and  Alumina  Trading  Company  of  Jamaica  Limited 
;(BATCO)  and  the  Jamaica  Commodity  Trading' Compa- 
--hyJCTC).  Some  of  the  trucks  were  pur  on  exhibition. 

/  Mr.  Seaga  praised  Chrysler  for  the  expeditious 
manner  in  which  the  transaction  was  carried  out.  He 
remarked  that  the  negotiations  with  Chrysler  started 
■after  a  much  larger  order  with  another  organization,  yet 
those  vehicles  had  nor  yet  ^ 
arrived. 

As  a  precaution,  he 
.said,  the  government  had- 
ordered  the  second  set  of 
vehicles.  The  importation 
of  commercial  vehicles  was' 
essential  to  replenish  the 
depleted -stock  available  to 
the  commercial  and  agri- 
’  cultural  secTors,he  said.  . 


-Mr.  Seaga  said  ten  years" 
ago  15,000  vehicles  were 
;  imported  annually;  howev- 
I  cr" the  figu  res  got  as  low  as  ^ 

:  between  2,000  and  XOOO. 

He  said  last  year  1 1,000 
motor  "vehicles  were/  im¬ 
ported  and  although  it  was  , 
not  possible^.to  import  as 
many  this  year,  steps  were  • 
..  being  taken  to  have,  a  flow  ■ 
of  vehicles  so  as  to  replace  ;■ 
those  which  had  fallen  out 
of  use  and  to- satisfy  the  ^ 
needs  of  industry  and  com^ 
;;merce  and  the  motoring 
^public.  .  “ 

The  Prime  Minister  said 
’besides  the  ,  barter 
agreement  vehicles  would  ' 
also  be  obtained  under  the 
, two-way  trade  agreement 
with  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
these  were  - especially  pas^. 
senger  vehicles,  and  this 
was  likely  to  be  extended 
to  inejude  heavy  duty 
trucks. 

The  public  sector  which 
was  equally  starved,  would 
also  be  getting  passenger 
vehicles,  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  said.  He  said  that  the 
importation  of  these  vehi¬ 
cles  would  be  made 
through  the  JCTC  as  far  as 
it  was  practical  an^  distrib¬ 
uted  through  dealers’  rep¬ 
resentatives. 
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WATER  SHORTAGE  PROBLEM  NOW  EXTENDS  TO  MONTEGO  BAY  AREA 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Apr  83  p  2 


[Text] 

Cleaner  Western  Bureau  ^ 
Continuation  of  the 
harsh  drought  conditions J 
cbuld  pose  a  serious  prob- 
lem  for  the  National  Wa¬ 
ter  Commission  in  its 
distribution  of  water 
throughout  the  city  vof 
Montego  Bay  and  sections 
'^of  Trelawnyi,  '  •: 

The  Queen  of  Spain 
i'  Valtey 'scheme  which  nor- 
'  nfally ' '  provides  seven  to 
eight  million  gairpns  of 
water  <iaily^  is  efewn  tn  an ; 
.  average  of'  fgor  nwllion; 
gallons  daily. 

NWC’s  regional  engi¬ 
neer,  Mr.  Arnold  Edwai^s 
told  the  Gleaner  in  an 
interview  that  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  drought,  stor- 
:  age  in  the  reservoirs  at- 
,  tached  to  the  Queen  of 
Spain  Valley  scheme  was 
extremely  low. 

As  a  consequence,  resi¬ 
dents  in  high  sloping  areas 
would  experience  reduce 
supplies,  mostly  in  the 
days.  The  NWC  has  had 
to  be  working  “round  the. 
clock”  to  maintain  the 
supply  and,  according  to 
Mr.  Edwards,  “we  are  try¬ 
ing  to  see  that  everybody  is 
served.” 

Meanwhile  four  ho* 
tels  in  the  Red  Hills 
area  of  Montego  Bay,  ^ 
the  Racquet  Club,  Royal  - 
Court,.  ^Vcniic  House 
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aiuT I  iBiiie ,  Harbour  have 
been  experiencing  acute . 
water  probletns  over  thcH 
past  four  wi^ks. 

owner/operatbr> 
of  Royal  Court  HoteUj 
Mrs.  -  Dorothy  Vendryes,1 
said  'the  hotel  has .  not! 
had'  a  prof^r  water  sup¬ 
ply  :  fp^^^  the:  past  four 
weeks  and  at  4  times  has 
been  wjthd^^  at  air 
for,  up;t6  two  days. 

y.  Mrs.’  Vendryes  said 
:>be  situation  fmd  reached? 
a?r  point  where  guests^ 
were  checking  out.  Ear¬ 
lier  this  week  six  guests 
approached  her  with 
bath  towels,  threatening 
to  cut  them  up  as  they 
argued  that  there  was  no 
^  sense  in  having  towels 
,  when  thev  could  not 
Have  tbren:  oaths. 

Mrs.  Vendryes  said 
she  had  been  making  ef¬ 
forts  to  contact  the; 
chairman  of  the  National 
Water  Commission,  Mr.’ 
Cecil  Charlton,  the  Min¬ 
ister  of  Tourism,  Mr; 
Eric  Abrahams,  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  Tourism,  Mr. 
John  Gentles,  in  the 
hope  of  getting  some  ac-. 
lion  but  had  not  suc¬ 
ceeded. 

“We  are  desperate 
and  we  are  asking,  for 
help”  said  Mrs.  Vend¬ 
ryes,  “we  cannot  contin¬ 
ue  anymore  like  this.” 

The  Vemie  House 
also  reported  *^lots  of 


water  problems.*'  How-1 
ever,  at  that  hotel  guests^ 
were  cooperating  to  the; 
extent  of  bathing  in  the' 
.  swimmming  pool  :  and 
making  a  joke  of  it.  t 
The  Racquet  Club  has- 
been  having  water  ”on 
.and  off*. 

The  story  is  about  the:, 

.  same  at  the  BTue"  Haf^ 
lx)ur  Hotel:  ;  have 

just  about  two  guests  left 
in  the  hotel”  said  the 
downer;  Mr.  Robert 
Garth.  He  said  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  “extremely  dif- 
ificult  as  guests  have  left  ; 
•vvery  displeased”.  ' 

■Mr..  Garth  said  that; 
“for  the  most  part  there 
is  no  water  day  or  night 
and  when  it  does  come, 
it  is  very^poradic.  ” 

He  described  the  situ- ' 
ation  as  “very  serious  as  ! 
the  hotel  has  been  get¬ 
ting  calls  from  travel 
agents  in  the  US  regard¬ 
ing  the  water  problem.” 

The  situation  facing 
the  hotels  is  considered 
grave  to  the  point  where 
the  hoteliers  on  Wednes¬ 
day  sought  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  P'rime 
Minister  was  unavailable 
but  the  problem  was  dis¬ 
cussed  with  someone  in 
his  office.  The  hoteliers 
say  they  are  waiting  on  a 
response  from  the  Prime 
Minister’s  Office. 


103 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


EXPORTED  FURNITURE,  CANNED  GOODS  RETURNED  AS  SUBSTANDARD 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


Some  Jamaican '  manufacturers  of  fiiimirarc  and' 
canned  foods  have  liad  their  orders  returned  from 
North  American  aiid  United  Kingdom  markets  because' 

■  their  products  did  nor  meet  required  standards.  -  •  ■  • 

-  This  was  disclosed  by  Dr.  Anne!  Henry,  Director 
qf  the-Jamaica  Bureau  of  Standards,,on.  Thursday  ar  ^n. 
open -day  function  at  the  Bureau’s  *  headquarters  at  ^ 
Winchester  Road,  Kin^ton,^  as  he.  answered  questions , 
from  media  representativesr^  .  .  .  /  ^ 

Dn  Henry  said  thaii  in  tKe^^ca;sc;of  canned  foods,  it 
was  found  that  ;  the  containers  •  interacted  with ,  the  • 
contents,  because  of  bad  packaging.  .  -  '  :  - ' 

r  -  Mn  Lloyd  Davis,  pf  the  Bureau,,  spoke  of  wicker 
fornhufe  ih  particular  sa\d  rhc 

items  of  fuimkure^^ere  fedted  because;  0 
and  jroor  finishings  One  manufacturer^  he  said,  lost 
more  than  $1 50,000  on  one  shipment  of  dining  tables 
to  the  United  Kingdom.  * 

He  had  seen  a  set  of  wicker  furniture  which  went 
TO  the  United  Stares  and  every  item  was  broken,  Mr._ 
Davk  said.  It  a  case  ofvbad  construction  with  all 


the"  frames  broken  down,  ft  was  Cmfoitunarc  that  this: 
firm  had  recently  sent  another  shipment,  he  said.  ’ 

Mr.  davis  said  th^  Bureau  had  offered  its  assistance: 
but  •the  companies  were  nor  responding.  It  was  only  ' 
after  they  had  run  into  problems  that  they  sought  the 
Bureau’s  assistance  and  that  was  too  late. 

^  Dr,  Henry  said  the  Bureau,  which  ha$  a  staff  of 
204,  97  of  whom  were  university  graduates  in  specialist < 
areasi' was  not  been  used  by  manufacturers  as' much  as  * 
fie^ would  like,  r  I 

t  It  was  important  for  manufacturers  to  realize  that'* 
production  should  be  monirored  from  the  stage  of  raw.: 
materialrthrough  ro-  the  finished  good,’  he  said,  adding^ 
ih^.the  inspection  of^  finished  goods  should  be  the  very 
Jasr  s^fnenr.  "  '  ^  * 

The  Bureau  Was  willing  ro  work,  with  producers  to  J 
brir^  their  products  up  ro  stan4ard.  Dr.  Henry  said. 
The  footwear  industry  was  one  in  which  the  standards' 
were  not  satisfactory,  he  said.  However,  there  had  been ' 
an  improvement  and  the  Bureau  had  made  an  expert 
available  to  shoe  manufacturers. 
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OYSTER  INDUSTRY  PLANNED  OVER  NEXT  YEAR  FOR  WESTERN  JAMAICA 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  16  Apr  83  p  12 


[Text] 
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gramme  to  cultivate 
oysters  a  high-in- 
l^^bme-yielding  exotic 
p^uaciilturaf  Indus- : 
I  *Jtry  ‘  lit  the  ^ }  western  > 
of  Jamaica, is  to^ 
'  embarked^  upon 
^iby '  the '  Ministry  -  of  r 
Agriculture  over  the 
vticxt  year.  -Thraej 
"projects  are  to  l>e  es-^ 
€,tablished  in  Hano¬ 


ver',  St.  JameC  and  ; 
Westmoreland  dur-t 
^  ing  the  next  twelve 
months  at  a  coW  of  ' 
nearly  $100,000. 


•;  'Two  projects  have  al¬ 
ready^  been  esta b I ish e:d  at 
Belmont  and  Cave  in 
Westmoreland  and- a  third 
project  was  scheduled  to 
'  be  launched  this  we;ek  at 
'Green  Island,  Hanover,  as 
a  co-operative  scheme,  by" 
tour  youngsters.  Esti¬ 
mated  cost  ot  that  project 
is  533,000.- 


Derails-  of  the  project 
were  given  last  w^eek  by 
the  Regional  Scientific 
Officer  of  the  Ministrv-  of 
Agriculture,  Mr;  Len 
Bromfield,  when  he  ad¬ 
dressed  a  group  of  young- 
s>t  e  r  s  and  Social 
Development  Commis¬ 
sion  personner  in  Green 
Island.  He  rbld  them  otl 


the  plahs‘  to  establish  the^ 
oyster-culture  project  in 
that  parish.  .  , 

•Information  coming 
’  out  of  the  Ministry,  sard  ‘ 
-  M  r .  Bro  m  fi el d  to  1  d  rh em 
that  one  such  project 
•  would  be  launched  this  ^ 
week  at  Green  Island,  at  a 
'cost  of  533,000,  as  a  co¬ 
operative  among  four 
youn^ters.  The'  project, 
.he  said,  would  be  man¬ 
aged  by  his  Ministry,  but 
supervised  by  the  Social  . 
Developmenr  ‘  Commis¬ 
sion. 

The  projects  are  being 
finarrced  jointly  by  the  ; 
Ministry'  of  Agriculture'^ 
and  the  International  De-  : 
velopment  Research  • 
Council,  a  Canadian  end-  - 
ty. 


Mr.  Bromfield  said  re- 
-search  had  shown  that  the  , 
projects  were  financially  ' 
viable  and  that  local  de¬ 
mand  for  oysters  was  wav 
above  production  level. 

He  added  that  the 
Ministry''  of  Agriculture 
would  be  the  sole  mar¬ 
keting  agent  and  that  as 
soon  as  the  ‘project  had 
earned  enough  to  repay 
the  capital  investment,  it 
would  be  handed  over  to 
the  co-operative. 
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DIFFERING  VIEWS  ON  ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCE  RESULTS 

Dutch  Commentator  on  Results 
Amsterdam  ELSEVIERS  MAGAZINE  in  Dutch  19  Mar  83  p  59 
[Article  by  Dr  F.A.  Hoogendijk:  "Die  is  Cast"] 

[Text]  During  an  entire  week  a  round  table  conference  was  held  in  the 
Hague  between  the  Netherlands  and  the  Netherlands  Antilles  about  independence 
of  these  islands  in  1996.  The  most  difficult  impediment  in  this  process  of 
decolonization  is  Aruba,  the  island  which  wants  a  separate  status.  Five 
minutes  before  the  end  of  the  conference  the  Aruban  leader  Betico  Croes 
asked  Premier  Lubbers:  "What  happens  if  I  reject  your  proposal?"  Lubbers* 
answer  came  immediately:  **If  this  conference  fails,  we  are  prepared  to  set 
the  date  of  your  independence  as  of  tomorrow.** 

Betico  Croes  realized  then  that  he  had  gotten  all  he  could  get.  It  was  a 
matter  of  swallowing  or  choking.  Cores  was  forced  to  grant  concessions  in 
the  Hague,  but  his  island  of  65,000  people  will  already  occupy  a  separate 
status  in  the  realm  at  the  beginning  of  1986,  10  years  before  the  Antilles 
become  independent.  The  Arubans  are  very  satisfied.  In  November  of  last 
year  Bettico  Croes  had  still  be  furious  at  Biesheuvel,  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  advice  on  Aruba’s  departure  out  of  the  Antillian  structure  of 
government.  The  Biesheuvel  committee  believes  that  if  Aruba  cannot  live  in 
harmony  with  the  other  islands  it  should  step  out  of  the  realm  as  soon  as 
possible.  Premier  Lubbers  shared  this  opinion  when  he  gave  Croes  his  answer 
to  the  question  what  would  happen  if  Aruba  says  **no**. 

The  Biesheuvel  committee  proposed  that  the  Arubans  maintain  a  solid  system 
of  financial,  economic,  and  monetary  cooperation  with  the  remaining  five 
islands.  Aruba  is  actually  out  at  all  in  favor  but  the  Dutch  government 
forced  Croes  to  accept  the  economic  and  monetary  union  he  does  not  want. 

Croes  won  a  cosmetic  success  when  Aruba  received  the  right  to  create  its 
own  monetary  system  ('the  croesero?),  but  this  monetary  unit  may  not  disrupt 
the  Antillian  economic  order. 

How  this  can  be  prevented  in  actual  practice  is  a  riddle  to  us.  Aruba  is 
economically  the  strongest  island  and  it  will  certainly  assert  itself.  To 
Aruba  the  net  cost  of  independence  will  be  about  30  million  guilders  per 
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year.  The  development  of  its  own  governmental  services  will  require  an 
additional  amount  of  100,000  million  guilders.  When  Aruba  receives  its  own 
status  it  steps  out  of  the  Antillian  legal  system  and  will  have  its  own 
constitution,  legislation  and  government. 

The  financial  credit  balance  of  the  Netherlands  Antilles,  on  the  other  hand, 
will  deteriorate  by  about  30  million  guilders  per  year  as  the  result  of 
Aruba  s  independence.  However,  the  round  table  conference  demonstrated 
once  again  how  little  cohesion  the  cohesion  there  is  between  Curacao  and 
ARuba.  This  will  become  a  real  problem  when  the  assets  are  going  to  be 
divided.  The  Arubans  are  up  against  the  fact  that  Curacao,  the  biggest 
island  of  the  Netherlands  Antilles  with  the  densest  population,  has  12 
representatives  in  the  parliament  which  has  a  total  of  22  seats.  Aruba 
has  eight  representatives.  This  means  that  Curacao  can  always  outvote 
Aruba,  Aruba,  on  the  other  hand,  is  economically  much  stronger  than  Curacao. 
It  would  not  want  to  subsidize  the  predominent  island  of  Curacao. 

Aruba  s  separate  status  would  in  an  economic  sense  be  an  important  financial 
handicap  for  the  other  islands.  Aruba  is  not  only  drawing  more  tourists 
than  the  other  Antillian  islands  (it  is  therefore  an  important  source  of 
income)  but  it  has  also  important  offshore  oilwells.  To  what  extent  they 
can  be  profitably  exploited  with  declining  oil  prices  remains  to  be  seen 
but  it  must  be  a  reassuring  feeling  to  the  Arubans  to  know  that  their 
island  is  surrounded  by  a  wealth  of  oil. 

On  29  April  the  Antilles  will  hold  elections  for  local  parliaments.  The 
champion  for  Aruban  independence  was  forced  to  make  quite  a  few  concessions 
as  regards  the  economic  union.  But  Croes,  a  born  politician,  will 
certainly  be  able  to  sell  the  idea  of  independence  for  his  islands  with 
convincing  oratory.  Eight  years  ago  we  had  the  privilege  of  witnessing  a 
speech  of  Betico  Croes  in  the  stadium  of  Aruba  and  we  got  to  know  him  as  a 
born  demagogue.  Betico  Croes  was  then  still  considered  a  "revolutionary” 
in  the  Netherlands.  His  ideas  about  Aruban  independence  were  then  still 
characterized  as  "ludicrous"  by  the  Hague. 

Betico  Croes  gave  us  last  weekend  in  the  Amsterdam  merchant's  exchange  a 
small  idea  of  how  he  is  going  to  sell  Aruban  independence  in  1996  at  home. 
Croes:  "Companeros,  now  there  is  peace  inthe  realm  of  the  Netherlands." 
Premier  Lubbers  who  led  the  conference  with  great  expertise  said  it  more 
soberly.  He  observed  that  the  "die  was  cast"  and  that  there  is  at  last 
political  agreement  on  the  form  of  independence  as  desired  by  Aruba.  Out 
prime  minister  was  justified  in  pointing  out  that  there  are  still  some 
important  questions  to  be  settled.  This  is  an  understatement.  Persons 
familiar  with  the  problems  in  the  Caribbean  who  also  recognize  the  great 
differences  between  the  islands  realize  that  in  Mr.  Lubbers’  opinion  the 
die  is  cast  but  on  the  Antillian  islands  everybody  will  come  with  a 
different  interpretation  of  what  this  means. 
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Willemstad  AMIGOE  in  Dutch  23  Mar  83  p  2 
[Article  by  R.  Snow:  ”In  the  Margin"] 

[Text]  The  round  table  conference  held  in  the  Hague  between  the  Netherlands 
and  the  Netherlands  Antilles  on  independence  for  the  islands  in  1996  lasted 
an  entire  week."  Editor-in-chief  Dr  F.A.  Hoogendijk  starts  his  commentary 
in  ELSEVIERS  MAGAZINE  of  19  March  with  the  above  mentioned  statement,  which 
is  undoubtedly  baffling  to  Antillians  who  are  not  Arubans.  Who  might  have 
thought  that  he  was  reading  an  inadveratantly  badly  worded  statement  was 
soon  brought  back  to  his  senses  when  Hoogendijk  remarked  a  few  sentences 
later:  "Croes  was  forced  make  concessions  in  the  Hague,  but  at  the 
beginning  of  1986,  10  years  before  the  Antilles  become  independent,  his 
island  will  be  granted  a  separate  status  within  the  realm. :  To  persons  in 
the  Antilles  these  statements  sound  curious  to  say  the  least,  but  no  matter 
how  they  are  interpreted,  one  thing  is  certain:  an  important  segment  of 
the  Dutch  people  is  now  counting  on  the  fact  that  the  Antilles,  all  six 
islands  therefore,  will  be  independent  in  1996.  Is  not  ELSEVIER  the 
biggest  and  one  of  the  most  influential  magazines  in  the  Netherlands? 

It  would  be  interesting  to  find  out  how  Hoogendijk  arrived  at  his 
conclusion.  A  first  impression  could  be  that  he  failed  to  understand  what 
happened.  This  is  possible  but  not  very  probable.  The  great  Ferry  may  have 
his  critics  but  he  is  definitely  not  stupid.  However,  let  us  just  assume 
for  one  moment  that  that  is  what  happened;  we  would  be  left  with  only  one 
conclusion.  Nobody  in  the  Netherlands  is  obviously  seriously  interested 
in  the  Antilles.  As  a  result  media  reporting  is  confusing  and  seriously 
misleading,  at  any  rate  in  the  famous  ELSEVIER.  Who  cares? 

Definitely  not  the  Dutch  people.  In  the  case  of  Ambon  they  only  woke  up 
when  a  train  was  hijacked  in  Assen  and  only  after  15  persons  were  killed  in 
Suriname  did  they  begin  to  understand  that  that  country  is  not  the  same  as 
the  Bijlmermeer.  But  what  about  all  those  round  table  delegates  who 
returned  to  the  Antilles  in  the  past  few  days?  Would  not  it  be  natural  to 
asstame  that  they  kept  themselves  well  informed  of  the  commentaries  in  the 
Dutch  press?  ELSEVIERS  MAGAZINE  has  been  in  the  KLM  newsstands  for  almost 
a  week!  We  have  not  heard  a  word  of  protest  against  this  distortion  of 
the  facts.  Neither  has  there  been  an  attempt  at  rectification  and  better 
information  to  the  Dutch  public. 

Mr  Hoogendijk  may  not  be  stupid  at  all  but  perhaps  only  badly  misinformed. 
That  now  raises  the  question  of  how  well  Antillian  public  relations  are 
managed.  Aruba  is  clearly  no  longer  included  in  the  word  .**Antillian. "  The 
leaders  of  the  Aruba  House  expertly  manipulated  the  Dutch  politicians  and 
media.  Hoogendijk  is  also  right  on  target  as  regards  the  Aruban  affair. 
However,  from  that  point  on  we  are  stuck  with  a  bag  full  of  question 
marks.  That  does  not  appear  to  be  a  good  point  of  departure  for  the 
remaining  five  islands.  Dutch  public  opinion  has  got  to  be  an  important 
factor.  No  matter  in  which  direction  one  wants  to  go  nobody  will  be 
satisfied  with  less  than  maximum  results  (as  regards  the  relation  with  the 
Netherlands).  It  is  clear  that  a  thorough  job  of  public  relations  will  have 
to  be  accomplished. 
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That  last  point  is  certainly  as  true  as  the  fact  that  Ferry  Hoogendijk  is 
neither  stupid  not  ignorant.  Because  the  latest — and  many  will  find  this 
undoubtedly  improbable — possibly  is  that  he  knows  more  than  can  be  gleaned 
from  the  enthusiastic  stories  of  delegates  who  returned  from  the  round 
table  conference.  Behind  closed  doors  the  decision  may  have  been  reached 
to  reserve  the  date  in  1996  not  just  for  Aruba  alone.  Anyhow,  not  in  the 
Hague.  With  a  view  to  the  antics  of  the  Dutch  decolonization  policies  of 
the  past  this  sounds  less  improbable  than  can  be  surmised  after  a  first 
inspection.  No  matter  what  may  be  at  stake  Hoogendijk’ s  commentary  in  the 
yellow  format  pages  of  ELSEVIERS  MAGAZINE  gives  the  five  Antillian  islands 
ample  cause  for  alarm. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ST  LUCIA 


DECLINE  IN  EXPORTS  PROMPTS  TRADE  VISITS  TO  TRINIDAD,  JAMAICA 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


.  ^  -^ftlASTRlES,  Wed.,  (Ciia)V 

Strade  team  missioa  to  Trinidad  and 


VC-,',  -t-  '•  rMfi-  nr.-  ■’ 

to  send  jwtraae  ream  mission  to  Trinidad  and 
wbatc^  be  atig  decline  in  exports  to  the^ 
twneighbours,  Trade  Mimster  George  Mallet  has  said  » 

The  remark  came  in  the  wake  of 


complaints  fn>m  Sain^  Lueia’d  eac^g  . 
porters,  who  say  Jamaica’s  new  T  ^tion  of  the  nature  and  scope  al 

_ '  1.  mSe-U  _ _ 


twchtiered  currency  emrhange  sys¬ 
tem  and  Trinidad  and  Tobago’s  re^ 
taliatory  action  would  o^age 
their  business.  : 

^Mr,  Mallet  said:  “From  among 
me  optimis  under  con^eration,  we 
have  not  ruled  out  official  trade  ' 
missums  tpL  tl:^  islands  whether  or 
jmt  with  other  Organisation  of 
Eastern  Caribbean  States  (OEGS) 
^members.  # 

y  MThis  is  sdliciMtly  ^al  for  us  to 
^take  prompt  action  to  ensure  that 
^ding  wim  Trinidad  is  not  jeopar¬ 
dise,  bearing  in  mind  that  trade 
with  Jamaica  has  already  been 
lost”  ; 

-  Jhr  Januar^'  ttiis  year-Jamaira  in¬ 
troduced  a  tiered  exchange  system 
rader  which:  the  Jamaica  doflar  is 
to  the  U.Si  currency  at  the 
'<^cial  ratc-(rf  $1.78  to  US  $1.00  for 
teedal  imports  and  at  a  higher  rate 
for  other  purchases. 

The  move  has  made  regional  goods 
more  eiqpen^ve  cm  die  Jamaica 
market.  As  a  result,  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  announced  on  March  18  that 
an  goods  imported  from  Caricom 
^tces  jiduch  are  on  its  negative 
bst  will  be  placed  under  licence. 

Saint  Lucia  export  a  ^bstantial 
amount  of  garmoiits  to  Trinidad 
mid  Jamaica. 

“Since  the  bulk  of  Saint  Lucia’s 
ogxHts  to  Trinidad  ia  likely  to  be 
affected,  I  immediately  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  Government  of  Trinidad 
and  Tobago,  seeJdng^  c^caal  darifi- 


tte  i  measures  with  particular  re-,;; 
fterence  to  goods  of  Saint  Lucia  ori-^ 
gin,,  but  to  date  there  has  been  no 
response  |o  that  enquiry,”  the 
Trade  M  ini^er  tdd'  Cana. 

j  SEt^D  MESSAGE  * 

'Mr.  Mali^  said  that  a  second 
message  was  sent  to  Trinidad’s  In¬ 
dus^  Minister  calling  attention 
^  to  the  adver^  effects  the  import 
re^rictions  will  have  cm  the  Lesser 
Developed  countries  (LDCs)  trade 
with  Trinidad  and  r^uesti^  that ; 
pending  discusricms  which  were 
.^scheduled  to  be  held  in  Antigua  on* 
April  9  cm  the  licensing  system,  all 
gwds  exported  to  Trinidad  from: 
Saint  Lucm  and  the  other  LDCs  in 
the  12-nation  Caribbean  Community 

Mr.  Mallet  said:  “Saint  Lucia  sup¬ 
ported  a  proposed  fecial  council 
meeting  \mch  would  address  not 
only  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  ques¬ 
tion  but  also  the  dual  exhcange  rate 
arrmigement  and  associated  import 
regime  oi  Jamaica. 

“We  are  oi  tiie  view  that  this 
matter  is  ccmtrary  to  the  purpose 
and  spirit  oi  the  multf-laterai 
Treaty  erf  Chaguramas  (under  which 
Caricom  was  set  up)  and  is  in  ess¬ 
ence  a  problem  for  the  whole  of 
Caricom  and  to  be  tackled  as  a 
regional  rather  than  a  bi-lateral 
one.” 

The  Trade  Minister  said  that 
Saint  Lucia  watched  vrith  dismay 
*^6  efforts  by  some  interests  — 
imch  finally  proved  successful  to 
abort  the  meeting  of  the  Council.” 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ST  LUCIA 


GOVERNMENT  CALLS  UNION  PAY  DEMANDS  BEYOND  NATION'S  CAPABILITY 
Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS  in  English  9  Apr  83  p  3 


[Text] 


'  CASTRIES,  .  St.  Lucia, 
Friday  (CANA)  —  Three 
trade  unions  seeking  pay  i 
increase  ranging  from  50  to  ■ 
75  per  cent  for  public  workers 
have  been  told  by  a  govern¬ 
ment  negotiating  team  that 
their  demands  are  clearly^ 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the 
country’s  public  finances. 

Instead,  the  unions, 
representing  teachers,  civil 
servants  and  daily  paid 
government  employees  have 
been  asked  for  a  moratorium 
on  wage  and  salary  increases 
during  the  1983-84  fiscal  year. 

The  ■  National  Workers 
Union,  Civil  Service 
Association  and  St.  Lucia 
Teachers!  Union  are  currently, 
considering  the  government’s 
request. 

> 

According  to  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  negotiating  team,  the 
public  sector  can  sustain  a 
new  round  of  wage  demands 
only  under  two  cir¬ 
cumstances:  one,  that 

taxation  is  increased  which,  it 
said,  meant  that  what  was 
gained  in  Salaries  would  be 
lost  in  increased  taxes,  and 
two,  that  tl^re  were  phased 
redundancies  corresponding 
with  the  proposed  increases  in 
emoluments. 

The  team,  in  its  response  to 
the  unions,  said  in  a  statement 
that  in  the  case  of  the  latter, 
layoffs  would  begin  with  those 
people  who  were  not  on  the 
establishment. 
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The  team  noted  that  the 
current  world  economic 
recession  had  '  had  a 
devast^ing  effect  on  St. 
Lucia’s  economy  resulting  in 
decline  over  the  last  three 
years  in  the  major  sectors: 
tourism,  agriculture, 
manufacturing  and  con¬ 
struction. 

The  government’s  finances 
were  in  a  very  precarious 
position  despite  major  efforts 
to  ^contain  expenditure. 
According  to  the  statement, 
revenues  still  lag  behind 
©cpenditures. 

It  expected  that  the  1982-83 
fiscal  year,  like  the  one  before 
would  show  a  deficit  with 
revenues  at  EC$102  million 
and  expenditure  at  EC$110 
^  million. 

It  noted  that  public  sector 
workers  comprised  19  per  cent 
of  the  country’s  labour  force 
receiving  in  1982-83,  a  total  of 
$55.5  million  or  51  per  cent  of 
the  Government’s  recurrent 
expenditure.  And  while  the 
per  capita  income  for  St. 
Lucia  was  1  562  dollars  on 
average,  the  per  capita  wage 
in  the  public  sector  was  $7  685. 

Asserting  that  the  demands 
by  the  public  sector  unions 
were  l^yond  the  capacity  of 
St.  Lucia’s  public  finances,  the 
team  added  that  this  was 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
government  had  had  to  resort 
to  external  borrowings  to 
meet  its  commitments  to ' 
public  sector  workers. 


Added  to  that,  it  said,  the 
last  government-public  sector « 
settlement  had  to  be  paid  in 
cash  and  in  bonds,  which  was 
tacit  agreement  by  both  sides 
that  the  government  would  not 
be  in  a  position  to  meet  new 
pay  demands  until  the  eco¬ 
nomy  had  had  a  chance  to 
recover. 

The  government  team  also 
said  that  the  rise  in  the  cost  of 
living  could  not  be  a  natural 
argument  in  favour  of  an 
increase  in  wages  and  salaries 
at  this  time,  since  the  retail 
price  index  had  risen  by  a 
mere  4.6  per  cent  in  1982 
compared  with  15  per  cent  in 
1981  and  19  per  cent  in  1980. 

Computed  on  a  fiscal  year 
basis,  the  increase  was  only 
2.9  per  cent  in  March  1983  as 
against  12.2  per  cent  at  the  end 
of  March  1982. 

Proposing  the  moratorium, 
the  team  said  that  at  the  end  of 
the  next  fiscal  year 
negotiations  could  begin  on 
wage  and  salary  increases. 

It  said  it  was  willing  to 
discuss  “any  feasible  alter¬ 
native  suggestions”  put 
forward  by  the  unions  which 
was  consistent  with  the 
economic  and  welfare  of  the 
country  as  a  whole.  " 

But  it  said,  the  unions’ 
claims  for  between  50  and  75 
per  cent  pay  increases  bore  no 
relationship  to  the  economic 
situation  facing  the  country. 


Ill 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


ST  VINCENT  AND  THE  GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 

CANE-FIRE  DESTRUCTION — Kingstown,  St.  Vincent,  Thursday  (CANA) — ^A  cane  fire 
in  St.  Vincent’s  sugar  belt,  has  destroyed  some  22  acres  of  sugar  canes, 
sugar  industry  officials  have  reported.  Minister  of  Trade  and  Agriculture 
Vincent  Beache  said  the  cause  of  the  fire  was  still  unknown.  The  fire,  at 
San  Souci,  was  the  second  for  the  year,  and  follows  one  shortly  before  the 
start  of  grinding  operations  at  the  lone  Mt.  Bentinck  sugar  factory  in  early 
February,  when  eight  acres  of  canes  went  up  in  smoke.  Last  year  about  140 
acres  of  canes  were  lost  to  cane  fires.  [Text]  [Bridgetown  ADVOCATE-NEWS 
in  English  8  Apr  83  p  3] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


AGREMENT  NEARS  BETWEEN  OWTU,  TEXACO  ON  RETIREMENT  ISSUE 


Mahabir  Report  to  House 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  9  Apr  83  p  1 


[Text] 


Ttffi  OILFIELDS  Workers"  Trade  Union  has  ^eed 
to  Texaco’s  early  retirement  plan  —  and  700  rranery 
woiicers  are  to  go  immediately. 

Another  400  will  be  retrenched  over  the  next  12  to  18  mondis. 
Labour  Minister  Errol  Mahabir  ttdd  the  House  of  Representa- 
t^es  yestoxiay.  ; 

Texaco  and  die^OWTU  had  raidied  a  deadkidc  over  die  oompaiiy's  proposal  to 
reduce  die  retirement  age  froin  65  to  66  years,  die  minister  said 


The  agreement  followed  consulta-  > 
dons  involving  the  Minister,  the 
eonmany,  and  the  union.  It  was^  de* 
scribed  by  the  Minister  as  “thebest 
thing  that  could  happen’*  because 
the  alternative  “would  be  more  peo¬ 
ple  going,  400  now,  another  400,1a  20a 
or  so”  each  month  until  over  the  j 
next  two  years  or  so  many  more 
than  1,100  now  slated  to  go  under 
early  retirement  provisions  would 
have  had  to  leave. 

The  Minister,  before  makin&a  for¬ 
mal  statement  to  the  House,  told 
reporters  that  Texaco  employed 
6JSOO  persons  —^,500  ii«.the  refinery 
installation  and  401  in  the  labora¬ 
tory  and  other  supportive  systems. 

In  his  statement  to  the  House, 
the  Minister  said:  “Texaco  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  enter  into  a  joint  venture 
to  own  and  operate  the  re^ery. 
Amoco,  our  largest  crude  oil  produc¬ 
er,  was  mvolved  in  discussions  as  to 
the  role  of  that  ^mpany  could  play 
in  the  establishment  of  a  restruc¬ 
tured  and  rationalised  refinery  in¬ 
dustry.’" 

The  Minister’s  statement: 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  his  1983  Budget 
Speech,  the  Hon.  Prime  Minister 


foDows:-  > 

“It  is  cl^ar,  Mr  Speaker,  that  the 
National  interest  demands  that 
there  be  a  rationalisation  of  the 
refining  operations  in  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  and*  that  in  formulating  a 
new  refining  structure,  discussions  , 
must  encompass  ail  of  the  oO  com¬ 
panies  operating  locally.” 

I  quote  further  from  the  Budget 
Speech:  “Meanwhile,  in  order  to 
permit  negotiations  and  discussions 
to  proceed  to  determine  the  future 
of,  our  refining  operations,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  interim  arrangements  have 
been  proposed  to  Texaco  to  cover 
the  period  January  to  March,  1983.” 

"  Aftw"  giving  details  of  the  interim 
arrangements,  the  Prime  Minister 
and  Minister  of  Finance  went  on  to 
say:- 

“These  temporary  arrangements 
will  provide  the  slate  of  products 
required  for  the  domestic  market 
and  smne  regional  requirements: 

“It  is  Dur.  hope  that  the  discus- 
tsions  ott  r^nerjr  iatti<«afisation  will 
^  be  concluded  Jlpng  before  aid  of 
a,  die  .interim  jj^nciq  so  a  normal 


"  lisfaed.  -  ‘  ' 

mittee  ^  appointed  by  the  Prime 
Minister  to  hold  discussions  with 
Texaco  on  the  future  role  which  the 
company  may  be  expected  to  play  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  has  continued 
its  meetings  with  the  company, 
^d  there  is  now  a  clear  indication 
that  Texaco  is  prepared  to  alter 
into  a  joint  venture  to  own  and 
operate  the  refinery. 


TRINTOC  READY 


Meanwhile  in  pursuance  of  the  pol¬ 
icy  statement  of  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  and  Minister  of  Finance  regard¬ 
ing  the  formulation  of  a  new  refining 
structure,  discussions  have  been 
held  with  Amoco,  our  largest  crude 
oil  producer,  as  to  the  role  which 
that  Company  could  play  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  restructured  and 
rationalised  refining  industry. 

Amoco  submitted  and  has  re¬ 
ceived  replies  to  a  lengthy  question¬ 
naire  concerning  the  operations  of 
both  the  Pointe-a-Pierre  and  Point 
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Fortin  refineriesl  The  Company  Has 
msa  appointed  a  Task  Force  under 
Mr.  Jack  Parker,  Vice  President  in 
cb^ge  of  Operations  and  Planning. 

pie  Task  Force  has  visited  the 
retries  at  Pointe-a-Pierre  and 
Point  Fortin'  and  has  held  discus^ 
sions  with  management  personnel. 
It  IS  expected  that  Amoco  will  ad¬ 
vise  the  Government  of  Trinidad 
^  ^  Tobago  of  its  position  by  July  1, 

The  Board  of  Trintoc  has  also  been 
informed  of  the  progress  of  the 
discussions  and  Trintoc  stands 
ta  playra  pivo^^  role  in  the 


new  reffiiihg  sti^cture. 

Trinidad  Tesoro  has  not  been  ap¬ 
proached  on  the  matter  because  of 
the  offer  of  the  Tesoro  Corporation 
to  sell  its  shares  in  the  Company 
to  the  Government  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago. 

The  discussions  to  which  I  have 
referred  are  by  their  very  nature, 
delicate  and '  time  consuming  and 
have  consequently  taken  more  time 
than  was  originally  anticipated. . 

The  period  during  which  the  in¬ 
terim  arrangements  between  Trin¬ 
toc  and  Texaco,  referred  to  in  the 
Budget  Speech,  were  to  be  in  force 
hasnow  come  to  an  endL  , ^  . 


In  order  to  facilitate  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  discussions  on  the  future 
of  the  Pointe-a-Pierre  refinery, 
Trintoc  has  been  authorised  to  en¬ 
ter  a  temporary  month-to-month ' 
agreement  with  Texaco  for  the  pro¬ 
cessing  of  37,000  barrels  per  day  of 
crude  oil  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  applied  during  the  in¬ 
terim  period  January  to  March, 
1983.  Trintoc  has  been  directed  to 
conclude  to  its  satisfaction  any  ad¬ 
ditional  conditions  which  may  arise 
:  as  result  of  this  extension.  .;  : 


■  “This  is  exactly  what  T  did.’^  F 
called  in  the  media  and  indicated  to 
them  that  we  had  detailed  discus¬ 
sions  on  the  casbTetirement  bene¬ 
fits  as  well  as  on  matters  relating 
to  the  medical  plan  and  hospitalisa¬ 
tion  plan  for  the  retirees;  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  treatment  of  outstand- 
mg  housing  loans  and  insurance 
.policies  for  these  loans;  also  the 
question  of  loans  which  had  been 
obtained^  by  retirees  toP  miajor" 
medical  treatment  abroad. 

'  “'All  these  and  other  matters  ’ 
were  discussed.  And  it  was  indi- 
cated  that  the  OWTU  would  need  to  I 
go  back  to  its  general  council  which 
would  meet  on  Monday  afternoon  > 
before  giving  d  final  answer  on  the 
situation.  > 

“In  the  circumstances  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  adjourned  to  10  a.m.  On 
Tuesday.  ^ 

“It  is  unfortunate  that  agree¬ 
ment  by  either  side  is  being 
described  as  bowing  since  the 
national  interest  is  really  what  we 
-are  concern^  about.’* 


Mahabir  Clarification 

Port-of-Spain  STMDAY  GUASDIAN  In  English  10  Apr  -83  p 
[Text] 


LABOUR  Minister  Slrrol  Mahabir, 

-  yesterday  denied  that  agreement 
has  been  reached  between  the  Oil- 
fields  Workers’TradeUnioaCOWTU) 
and  Texaco  on  the  company’s  early 
:  retirement  plan.  :  ; 

{  '  Mr.  Mahabir  said  ,  that  the  story 
}  in  yesterday’s  “Guardian”,  head-^ 
lined  “OWTU  bows  to  Texaco.^*  wasr* 
{inaccurate:  v- 

I  ^  He  ^d:  “There  is  no  question  of 
f  one  side  bowing  to. the  other.  Both 
the  OWTU  and  Texaco  have  a  re- 
'  sponsibility.  And  each  side  has 
viought  to  advance  individual  po- 

sition.  _ _ ^  _■  1 

“In  the  case  of  OWTO;  it  ^s" 
strenuously  sought  to  protect  the^. 
interest  of  the  workers'  without 
abandoning  ^  a  principled  position  j 
which  it  has  always  taken  on  the 
question  of  reti'erichment. 

“When  I  made  my  statement  in 

•  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Friday,^  it  had  to  do  with  the 

•  refinery  operations,,  and  Absolutely 


^  no  refemice  was  made,  as^  can  be 
-  seen  from  the  copy  of  my  statement 
i  that  was  circulate  to  ^  Members  ' 
of  Parliament  and  the  media,  to  the 
question  of  retirement  age,  or  re- 
trenchment.  -  : _ _ _ _ _  _ 

“I  left  the  House  as  soon  as  I  had 
made  the  statement  and  returned 
to  my  ministry,  ^here  I  presided 
over  a  meeting  between  the  OWTU 
and  the  company,  which  lasted; 
approximately  four  hours, 

“At  the  end  of  that  meeting  I 
discussed  witii  the  two  parties  the 
,  question  of  a  Jpress  release  smce 
\  representatives  of  the  media  were 
waiting,  in  the  hall  for^  a  repent  on 
.  the  latest  developnient. .  , 

'*The  OWTU  and  Texaco  au¬ 
thorise  me  to  give  a  general  stat^ 
ment  indicatjing  that  resolution  of 
the  matter,  appeared  to  be  very 
cfq^  in  sight.  And  bemuse  ^  the^ 
plicate  nature  of  the  negotiations 
I  should  not  give  any  details  of  the 
final  proposals  which  I  had  made  at 
the  meeting. 


Agreement  'In  Principle” 
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[Article  by  Mickey  Mahabir 

'  AGREEMENirS^  B^  Cached*' to  prmdpK  V 
negotiations  between  the  Oilfields  Workers  Trade, 
Union  (OWTU)  and  Texaco  Trinidad  Incorporated 
concerning  the  company’s  demand  for  a  redaction  in 
the  retirement  age  nnm  65  to  60  years. 
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Mr.  Errol  Mahabir' Labour  Minister,  made  the  announcement 
last  night  at  the  Beaumont  Hill  Centre,  Pointe-a-Pierre,  where 
the  company  and  union  discussed  the  niatter. 


•  Mr.  Mahabir  said  that  since  after  lunch  yesterday 
the  details  of  the  agreement  and  actual  wording  of  thi 

He  said  that  the  issues  by  their  ' 
very  nature  were  extremely  deli¬ 
cate  and  the  parties  were  exercis¬ 
ing  great  care  about  the  wording  of 
the  agreement. 

.  According  to  the  Minister,  they 
•now  have  a  basis  for  the  final  draft 
but  the  union  decided  that  before  it 
concluded  discussions  cm  the  mat¬ 
ter,  it  should  obtain  l^al  advice. 

The  company,  during  discussion; 
consulted  its  legal  advisers. 

Up  to  late  la^  night  the  union 
was  still  awaiting  the  arrival  of  its 
legal  adviser. 

It  is  understood  that  when  the 
matter  is  formally  settled  and  the 
agreement  signed,  the  company  will 
withdraw  the  retrenchment 
notices  served  three  weeks  ago  on 
412  workers. 

Those  notices  are  due  to  expire 
tomorrow.  Full  agreement  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  reached  late  last 
night. 

LONG  SESSIONS 

It  is  understood  that  upon  settle^ 
ment  some  700  workers  aged  60  to  65 
would  be  affect^,^  , 


they  had  been  working  out, 
e  document.  . 


1  Questioned  on"*tfie  union's  stana 
that  there  should  be  no  further  re¬ 
trenchment  by  Texaco,  Mr. 
Mahabir  said  he  would  personally 
look  into  that  matter.  _ 

'  Mr.  George  Weekes,  OWTU  Presi¬ 
dent  General,  said  as  far  as  he  was, 
concerned,  there  was  no  agreement 
until  fhe  “dotting  of  the  Ts  and 
crossing  of  die  T’s“  were  completed 
and  all  the  legalities  gone  through. 

The  parties ;  met  for  about  three 
hours  yesterday  morning  and  about 
five  hours  in  the  evening. 

During  the  afternoon  session, 
scores  of  oilworkers  staged  a  demon¬ 
stration  from  Texaco’s  administra- 
j  tion  building  and  walked  on  the  com¬ 
pany’s  roadi  to  Beaumont  Hill  sing¬ 
ing  union  songs  to  give  support  to 
their  negotiating  team. 

The  demonstration  was  peaceful. 

Mr.  Lloyd  Austin,  General  Mana¬ 
ger,  headed  the  Texaco  team  while  , 
Mr.  Weekes  led  the  OWTU  side  with 
Mr.  Mahabir  presiding.  ^ 

The  OWTU  has  called  a  Press  con-  ] 
ference  to  be  held  at  its  Paramount 
Building  headquarters  at  10  a.m.  , 
today  to  discuss  yesterday’s 
meeting. 


3298/553 


115 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


PRC  INDICATES  INTEREST  IN  BUYING  LOCAL  IRON,  STEEL 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  8  Apr  83  p  4 
[Text] 

THE  People’s  Republic  of 
China  is  turning  towards^' 

Trinidaid  and  Tobago  and 


Brazil  for  imports  of  basic 
raw  materials  and  agri¬ 
cultural  products  to  boosts  its : 
production  of  iron  steel 
and  food.  .  ■  .  r. 

A  trad^  mission  led  by  Mr.  ,Ye  Yi, 
deputy  director  of  Import  and  Ex-  , 
ports,  made  a  whirlwind  tour  of 
Trinidad  last,  week  visiting  teak 
fields,  asphalt,  iron  and  steel  and 
urea  plants.  ;  ;  ?  ,  ,  ^  . 

Mr.  Yi  said  hia  country  Mdll  be  i 
interested  in  bU3ring'  iron  and  steel  if 
the  price  is  right.  # 

The  delegation  was  interested  in 
.buying  wood  for  the  furniture  indus-' 
try  ^d  iron  and  steel  ^d  petro 
chemicals  for  the  heavy  inoustries. 

Mr  Yi  said  that  teak  will  hold  a 
ready  market  in  his  country  and  he 
had  a  first  hand  look  of  Tanteak,  a 
production  company. 

The  Chinese  were  in  high  praise  of 
the  iron  and  steel  mills  which  were 


described  as  the  most  modem  in  the 
world.  . 

Trmidad  and  Tobago  is  an  impor- 
’pir  trading  parfiSer^  the  CarilT' 
bean  and  the  delegation  leader  ex¬ 
pressed  his  concern  for  improvinc  a 
two-way  trade. 

But  shipping  was  the  main  hurdle 
m  getting  more  goods  from  each 
others  country,  Mr.  Yi  said. 

Trimdad  and  Tobago  business 
with  mainland  China'deals  with  tex- 
tiles,  hand  tools  and  handicraft 
items. 

Mr.  Yi  said  small  agricultural 
tools  and  from  machinery  suitable  , 
tor  small  holdings  such  as  those 
planned  for  this  country  could  be 
had  from  his  country. 

The  delegation  held  talks  with 
the  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Com- 
mece  and  Mr.  Yi  is  confident  that  i 
China  can  supply  quality  light  indus-  i 
'trial  products. 

Before  arriving  here  the  delega¬ 
tion  spent  a  few  days  in  Brazil 
evaluating  the  possibilities  of  ex¬ 
panding  trade. 

At  the  moment,  China  buys  a  * 
small  quantity  of  asphalt  from 
Tnmdad.  ‘ 
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EDITORIAL  SAYS  ROBINSON  PLAYS  DANGEROUS  GAME  IN  TOBAGO 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  11  Apr  83  p  8 
[Editorial:  "Dangerous  Game  in  THA"] 

[Text]  Whatever  merits  of  risible  melodrama  the  saga  of  the  Tobago  House  of 
Assembly  might  have  contained  for  the  amusement  of  us  all,  the  whole  affair 
is  now  taking  a  rather  disturbing  turn. 


The  House  of  Assembly  has  misused  the  constitutional  privileges  in  possesses 
to  pass  by  majority  vote  a  formal  and  arguably  seditious  resolution  seeking 
"full  independence  of  Tobago  with  secure  territorial  boundaries." 

What  would  happen  to  the  unitary  State  if  the  Government  were  now  to  sit  by 
and  let  various  borough  and  county  councils  take  it  into  their  head  to  issue 
such  ultimatums? 

This  country  is  one  unit  comprising  two  islands  tied  by  a  single  Constitu- 
tion  Imposing  unitary  statehood.  Neither  of  the  two  Islands  can  consider 
itself  an  independent  unit  competent  to  act  unilaterally,  without  any  right 
on  the  part  of  the  other  to  express  its  view  about  any  measures  that  would 
radically  change  the  present  Constitutional  arrangement. 

Resolution 

The  whole  trouble  seems  to  have  arisen  over  wording  of  the  resolution  debated 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1977.  It  referred  to  the  taking  of  neces¬ 
sary  steps  to  "accord  to  the  people  of  Tobago  internal  self-government." 

This  was,  we  believe,  a  most  unfortunate  turn  of  phrase  since  it  has  tended 
to  obscure  the  conditional  words  following  it. 

The  House  of  Assembly  now  pretends  that  this  gives  it  some  right  to  preach 
secession. 

We  think  that  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  reply  to  the  audacious  letter  sent 
to  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  Assembly  A.  N.  R.  Robinson  was  unduly  courteotis 
and  restrained  to  point  out  that  the  House  of  Assembly  would  be  acting  ultra 
vires  to  "take  all  proper  and  necessary  steps  to  terminate  the  present  un¬ 
just  union  of  Tobago  with  Trinidad" 
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Mr.  Chambers  noted  that  he  does  not  have  any  electoral  mandate  authorising 
him  to  terminate  the  union,  and  he  could  have  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Robinson 
that  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  colleagues  in  the  Tobago  House  of  Assembly 
has  any  mandate  so  to  do. 

In  the  history  of  the  West  Indies  the  attainment  of  self-government  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  stepping  stone  to  independence  and  Mr.  Robinson,  both  as  a  lawyer 
and  as  a  practising  politician,  is  well  aware  of  this. 

We  must  remind  him  of  the  Statement  to  the  House  of  Represenatives  by  the 
Leader  of  the  House  on  23rd  November  1979  which  Mr.  Robinson  himself  has 
quoted  for  the  Prime  Minister:  that  statement  in  rejecting  the  Seemungal 
Draft  Constitution  for  Tobago  commented  that  "the  changes  proposed  do  not  seem 
to  take  into  account  their  impact  on  other  parts  of  Trindidad  and  Tobago." 

The  same  thing  is  even  more  true  of  the  ultimatum  which  Mr.  Robinson  has  im¬ 
pertinently  forwarded  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

We  can  only  hope  how  that  the  Prime  Minister’s  personal  prayer  that  "given 
goodwill  and  reasonableness  a  resolution  of  any  outstanding  differences  should 
not  prove  impossible"  will  be  answered. 

We  think,  above  all,  it  is  high  time  that  Mr,  Robinson  and  his  DAC  colleagues 
in  the  Tobago  House  of  Assembly  stop  playing  silly  and  dangerous  games  with 
the  unity  and  stability  of  our  country.  We  advise  them  to  find  some  other 
way  of  easing  the  agony  of  thwarted  ambition  and  broken  dreams  and  their 
fradulent  sense  of  grievance. 
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OWTU  ACCUSES  CHAMBERS  OF  GIVING  IT  ‘COLD  SHOULDER’ 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  14  Apr  83  p  19 
[Text] 


raE  OmFIELbs  workers’ " 
Trade  Union  (OWTU)  has 
questioned  Prime  Minister 
George  Chambers  meeting 
with  a  representative  of  the 
Caribbean /Central  Ameri¬ 
can  Action  organisation 
while  he  has  tamed  down  a 
request  by  the  union  tn  meet 
with  its  representatives  to 
discuss  theTexaco  issue.  .  , 

In  a  release,  the  OWTU  P9inted 
out  that  the  Prime  Minister  did  not 
respond  to  its  letter  dated  March  2S 
asking  that  he  meet  with  the  unibn 
but  instead  referred  the  letter  to 
the  Minister  of  Labour  Errol 
Mahabir. 

The  union  said;  “This  is  not  the 
first  occasion  that  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter  has  refused  to  meet  with  labour 
leaders  on  matters  of  urgent  con¬ 


cern.  In  October  last  year,  leaders 
of  the  Council  of  Progressive  Trade 
Unions(CPTU)  and  the  Trinidad  and 
Tobago*  Labour  Congress  jointly 
wrote  to  Prime  Minister  Chambers 
requesting  a  meeting  to  discuss  re¬ 
trenchment.  That  request  was 
similarly  cold-shouldered. “ 

The  union  said  to  date  it  was 
unabte  to  get  a  firm  position  from 
the  Labour  Minister  on  what  was 
the  Government’s  policy  on  re¬ 
trenchment  in  the  oil  industry. 

In  noting  that  the  Prime  Minister 
met  with  a  representative  of  an 
American  organisation,  the  union 
said  that  it  appeared  the  priorities 
of  the  Government  was  to  appease 
the  multi-nationals  and  leave  na¬ 
tionals  at  the  mercy  of  retrench¬ 
ment  and  unemployment. 

The  OWTU  further  noted  that  a 
letter  dated  June  16.  1^2  was  sent 
by  Mr  Ward  K-  Savage,  then 
Chairman 


of  Texaco  Trinidad  Incorporated,  to 
Mr  Patrick  Manning,  Minister  of 
Energy  and  National  Resources,  re¬ 
questing  Government  support  on 
its  proposal  to  reduce  the  retire¬ 
ment  age  of  Texaco  employees  to  60 
years. 

The  union  said  that  this  letter 

Wnc  tn  pT*f»cTdpnt  TTlliq 

Clarke 

According  to  the  union,  the  let¬ 
ter,  headed  “Excess  Manpower”, 
reads:  “Under  today’s  conditions 
and  conditions  anticipated  for  the 
future  the  current  employment 
levels  at  the  refinery  exceed  needs 
^  by  several  thousand.  As  a  minimum 
initial  step. Texaco  requests  full  and 
prompt  Government  support  for  its 
proposals  to  the  OWTU  for  manda¬ 
tory  retirement  at  the  age  of  60.  As 
noted  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce 
the  work  force  further.” 

The  union  questioned  what  was 
Government’s  position  as  regards 
Texaco’s  letter. 

The  union  added  that  since  it  sub¬ 
mitted  its  memorandum  calling  for 
localisation  of  the  oil  industry  in 
September  1982  to  the  Cabinet- 
appointed  inter-ministerial  team 
on  the  oil  industry,  the  committee 
had  not  called  the  union  to  discuss 
the  issue. 

“Instead  they  have  taken  the  line 
to  side  with  Texado  in  negotiating 
the  removal  of  some  800  workers 
who  are  now  over  60  years,”  said  the 
union 
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WORKERS  FACE  FIRING  AS  CARONI  CLOSES  TWO  SUGAR  PLANTS 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  9  Apr  83  p  4 
[Text] 


.  V -^AN'FBRIilANDO^ 

ABOUT  500  sugar  workers  will  be^ 
tnro^  on  the  breadline  by  the  end! 
c«  this  year’s  crop  with  the  closure' 
of  two  of  Caroni’s  factories.  - 


The  mmpany  announced  it  closed  down 
tn^efonn  factory  on  Thursday. 'The  otheJ 
factory  —  Woodford  Lodge  did  not  operate 
this  year  and  both  factories, :  it  is  under* 
stood,  would  not  biere-opened  again  f 

The  company  said  that  totm  number  of 
workers  anectra  is  about  SOO. 

Mr  Russel  Wotherspoon,  acting  general 
manager  of  the  st|ite*owned  company,  in 
annoimcing  the  closure  of  the  Reform  fac« 
tory  said  ttot^  was^due  to  a  ‘^fiedl  off'  in 
^e  Of  canelBbSTrom^e  company* s 

fields  and  from  canefarmers. 

He  said  that  the  Ste  Madeleine  factory 
-had  overrante  the  problems  experienced  fol- 
to^g  the  camivai  shutdown  and  is  now 
fully  operational. 

As  the  company  is  not  receiving  much 
canes  as  was  anticipated,  it  hasbecome 
tiecwsary  to  send  canes  Harvested  in  the 
south  to  Ste  Madeleine  to  keep  that  fac¬ 
tory  operating  economically,  he  stated. 

However,  Mr  Wotherspoon  said  that  all 
employes  at  Reform  would  be  kept  on  until 
the  end  of  the  crop.  That  he  said,  was  in 
accordance  with  the  agreement  with  the 
umon.  4  :• 


Mr  Wothersp<X)n  said'tifaf  the  oompahy’s 
production  was  still  being  aiuected- 
adversely  by  unplanned  fires.  Up  to  April  1, 
there  has  been  1,217  unplanned  fires  which" 
burnt  246,959  tonnes  of  canes. 

He  .  said  since  Easter  there  has  been  a 
noticeable  increase  in  these  fires.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  he  pointed  'out,  at  one  time  there 
were  six  fires  burning  in  the  Esperanza 
section  and  1,804  tonnes  of  cane  were  de¬ 
stroyed. 

He  said  that  despite  that  setback  up  tOi 
April  6,  the  company  ground  770,325  tonnes 
of  canes  and  produced  60,705  tonnes  of 
sugar.  Target  sugar  production  is  1(», 000 
tonnes. 

'  From  total  sugar  production,  7,340  ton¬ 
nes  of  granulated  sugar  were  made  and 
14,336  tonnes  of  washed  grey. 

With  respect  to  the  Woodford  Lodge  fac- 
toiy,  those  workers  were  also  kept  on, 
although  the  factory  is  not  operating.  It  is 
understood  that  all  workers  mvolv^  have 
already  been  served  with  individual  termi¬ 
nation  notices. 

Commenting  on  the  closure  of  the  fac¬ 
tories,  Mr  Sam  Maharaj,  general  secretary 
of  All  Trinidad  Sugar  and  General  Workers 
Trade  Union,  said  his  organisation  was 
“saddened**  over  the  fact  that  a  training 
programme  had  not  been  implemented  to 
take  care  the  retrenched  workers. 
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